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Preface

The 21st century demonstrates that global cities face increasing pressures in the socio-ecological

sphere. Despite digital dematerialization, urgent issues like climate change highlight the importance

of the physical world and cities. Thus, disciplines such as urban planning, green urban design,

architecture, and agricultural sciences are collaborating to propose future solutions for cities that go

beyond mitigation and adaptation.

This reprint explores how these combined disciplines can produce resilient solutions to

future-proof cities by 2050. The sustainable use of ecosystem services is crucial for urban futures.

How should architecture and urbanism adapt to changing conditions? Which settlement models

should address emergencies from a multi-level perspective? How can medicine influence planning

choices? What contributions can agricultural, horticultural, forestry, and agronomic sciences offer

beyond planning tools like green and blue infrastructures?

This reprint addresses theoretical proposals, practical case studies, and interdisciplinary research

to build a registry of common actions and strategies that can discuss and update the UN SDG 11

(2015). It focuses on topics related to planning, such as integrated policies, regional development

policies, and programs to future-proof cities. It also addresses architecture, focusing on city

modifications related to climate, urban, and peri-urban protection and enhancement. Additionally,

it explores agriculture and horticulture, urban horticulture, sustainable cultivation, urban green

design, and ecosystem services, all aimed at contributing to social, environmental, and economic

sustainability.

This Special Issue identifies recurring topics. Several papers discuss the role and benefits of

urban green spaces, focusing on environmental sustainability and public health. The included studies

explore enhancing city resilience to climate change through green infrastructure and sustainable

planning. Another theme is integrating sustainability into urban development, including promoting

green buildings and sustainable transportation. The included papers also address biodiversity

preservation within urban environments, highlighting urban biodiversity conservation strategies.

Additionally, there is a focus on the social dimensions of urban green development, including

the role of green spaces in improving community well-being, social cohesion, and quality of life.

Some papers examine the role of policy and governance in promoting urban green development,

including implementing green policies and urban governance challenges. Innovations in technology

for sustainable urban development, such as smart cities and digital tools for urban planning, are also

recurring topics.

These subjects highlight a comprehensive approach to urban sustainability and resilience,

emphasizing the multifaceted benefits and challenges of integrating green development into urban

planning and architecture.

Marco Devecchi, Fabrizio Aimar, and Matteo Caser

Editors
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