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Preface

It seems it was yesterday when, in the autumn of 1986, the editors of the present 
volume, at that time students of ancient Near Eastern disciplines at the University 
of Rome “La Sapienza,” were attracted by the announcement, posted on the notice 
board of the Department of Glottoanthropological Studies, of new classes on lan-
guages of ancient Anatolia in the second and first millennia BCE.

They were going to be held by a young researcher, Massimiliano Marazzi, just 
returned to Italy after a long training period in Germany. From the very first lesson 
we were literally overwhelmed by his volcanic personality and lead into a research 
path that would unfold over the following years through repeated and endless 
seminar sessions, multiple projects, and stimulating scientific collaborations: an 
uninterrupted flow of ideas, experiences, and initiatives thanks to which a rich and 
profound scientific relationship has since been established and consolidated over 
time, not only on a professional basis but also on a human level.

It is therefore with great pleasure that today we can offer him this collection 
of essays as a tribute to his scientific career: a small token of gratitude and esteem 
from students, friends, and colleagues who have been sharing with him—often 
on the wave of his own enthusiasm—a passion for Anatolian studies and for the 
diverse territories of investigation, especially the uneven ones “at the border” (in 
its broad sense), that compose the articulated landscape of ancient Near Eastern 
cultures.

As a matter of fact, one of the most distinctive traits of Massimiliano Marazzi’s 
scientific personality has always been represented by his constant interest in phe-
nomena of cultural contact and interaction that occur at the interface between 
adjacent but different worlds.

The honoree graduated in Greek history at the University of Rome in 1972. He 
was soon driven by his innate curiosity to follow the traces of the early Aegean 
civilizations beyond the eastern shores of the Mediterranean Sea, then broadened 
his horizon of investigation into the Anatolian and Near Eastern cultures. From 
1973 to 1975 he was in Berlin, first as a fellow of the Deutscher Akademischer 
Austauschdienst at the Freie Universität, then at the Deutsches Archaeologisches 
Institut.

However, it was mainly at the University of Würzburg—where he initially ar-
rived with a grant of the Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung in 1983–1984—that he 
found fertile ground for cultivating and deepening his interests in the civilizations 
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of preclassical Anatolia, with special focus on the Hittite world. Relevant in this re-
spect was the mentoring role—which later developed into a relationship of esteem 
and friendship also on a personal level—played by two prominent scholars, Einar 
von Schuler and Günter Neumann, who at the time held the respective chairs of 
Altorientalistik and Vergleichende Sprachwissenschaft. This fruitful period repre-
sented also the basis for an intense collaboration with the University of Würzburg 
lasting until today. 

In Rome he was first confirmed as researcher at the Department of Ancient 
Historical, Archaeological and Anthropological Studies, then at the Department of 
Glottoanthropological Studies. In 1993 he moved to Naples as associate professor 
of Aegean and Anatolian Philology at the Istituto Universitario Orientale, then 
from 1999 he continued his tenure at the University Suor Orsola Benincasa, where 
he was full professor from 2001 until the present day. Here he constituted the Cen-
tro Mediterraneo Preclassico, a research center for the study of ancient Mediterra-
nean civilizations, with particular regard to Aegean and Anatolian cultures, within 
which he directed and coordinated various scientific initiatives in collaboration 
with both Italian and foreign institutions. After his retirement, he received the title 
of “Honorary Professor,” as a final recognition of his distinguished scientific and 
academic career.

Over the years he held further teaching assignments (among them that of visit-
ing professor at the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome), and was also involved as 
tutor, coordinator, or supervisor in several PhD and higher educational programs 
in the field of Anatolian languages, Mediterranean archaeology, humanities, and 
cultural heritage conservation.

At all stages of his academic career, he distinguished himself as an “unconven-
tional” scholar, and in many respects as a forerunner of some innovative trends 
that characterize modern research in the humanities today. 

A noteworthy aspect of Massimiliano Marazzi’s research methodology is that 
he has generally favored an interdisciplinary approach in evaluating ancient data. 
This clearly emerges from his parallel interests both in archaeology and in philo-
logical studies, and in fact a vivid dialogue between these two domains has been 
maintained also on the strength of his fieldwork experience as an archaeologist. 

In relation to the Anatolian documents, such an integrated approach implies, 
for example, a special focus on the materiality of the texts—for instance, their 
contexts of discovery, physical appearance, typology and characteristics of the 
media, and techniques of execution—elements which all proved to be particular-
ly significant in the study of the composite character of Anatolian hieroglyphic 
writing.

A further merit of our honoree is to have envisaged from the outset—long be-
fore the now familiar notion of “digital humanities” became widespread—the op-
portunities offered by new technologies applied to the study of ancient records, 
taking advantage of the tools that gradually became available as research in this 
area evolved. 



Preface	 	 ix

In response to the increasing need for systematization of the data, he promptly 
took to the creation of easily accessible electronic databases and Anatolian docu-
mentary corpora. 

Thus, based on the bibliographical and lexicological cataloging published in 
the 1980s in Archiv für Orientforschung, he promoted the project Index anatoli­
cus—established in 1995 through a cooperation with the Institut für Orientalische 
Philologie (University of Würzburg) directed by Gernot Wilhelm. This was later in-
corporated into the Hethitologie-Portal Mainz as a reference tool for bibliographi-
cal and lexicological updating. Not to be forgotten is his critical edition—again as 
part of the Hethitologie Portal—of the Hethitische Königserläße, a group of texts 
of considerable complexity that constitutes one of his favorite research subjects 
in which he offered stimulating suggestions on their historical, ideological, and 
juridical background.

Another prominent topic in Massimiliano Marazzi’s interests are the Anato-
lian hieroglyphs, about which he conducted extensive scientific investigations 
based on accurate and up-to-date critical bibliographical overviews. This line of 
research—still going on—resulted, for example, in some reference works such as 
Il geroglifico anatolico (1990) and the joint publication Sammlung hieroglyphischer 
Siegel (1984, 2nd rev. ed. 2009), and, most notably, the convention of transcrip-
tions—with focus on the main interpretative problems—in Il geroglifico anatolico: 
Sviluppi della ricerca a venti anni dalla sua “ridecifrazione”(1998), which resulted 
from the roundtable organized by him in Procida in 1995 with the participation of 
some of the major experts in the field. 

Moreover, on a theoretical level, Marazzi also faced the question of the nature 
and function of graphic systems, developing themes he had the chance to discuss 
at the beginning of his career in Rome with Giorgio Raimondo Cardona. He thus 
addressed and gradually deepened crucial issues such as the relationship between 
writing and language, or that between image and sign, always placing in an ad-
equate historical-cultural and anthropological perspective the analysis of “script” 
(as a system) vs. “act of writing” (as a communicative phenomenon in its material-
ity, with its social, ideological, cognitive implications, etc.).

Given the insights that especially the earliest second millennium hieroglyphic 
material in this regard provides, it is not surprising that the honoree consistently 
devoted specific attention to it. As a recent example, he enthusiastically undertook 
the project of analyzing the imperial hieroglyphic monuments based on advanced 
3D-scanning procedures that include interpolation and visualization of 3D-models 
of the inscriptions in a virtual environment in which it is easier to identify ele-
ments on the stone surface difficult to detect by a human eye. In this regard worth 
mentioning are his repeated surveys at the Hittite capital Hattuša, in cooperation 
with the archaeological mission at Boğazköy and the German Archaeological Insti-
tute of Istanbul, as well as his inspection of the rock reliefs at Sirkeli, in collabora-
tion with the University of Bern.

The use of innovative digital technologies is also connected with the broader 
issue of cultural heritage conservation, which was equally central in Marazzi’s 
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scientific vision, as reflected in his long-standing commitment, through various 
assignments and contributions, to promoting preservation, knowledge, and acces-
sibility of ancient documents.

Finally, we wish to highlight one last and more private aspect of Massimiliano 
Marazzi’s character that concerns his relation with students and collaborators. 
Tireless in his work, to which he devoted himself with passion, determination, 
brilliancy, and even fun, he has always been inclined to create composite work 
teams, being able to identify and bring out personal talents, professional skills and 
specializations, creating an atmosphere of participation and friendship. 

As witnesses to some of his challenges in the field of Anatolian studies, we hope 
to please him with this initiative, made possible by the participation of friends and 
colleagues who warmly subscribed to it. However, we have deliberately chosen to 
restrict the subject of this volume to the field of Oriental studies, since it would 
have been too onerous for us to follow his multifaceted work in the realm of Ae-
gean and Mediterranean archaeology. Accordingly, we present here the selected 
Anatolian bibliography of his contributions listed in chronological order. 

Rome, May 2024
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Some Observations on the Hittite Decree 
KBo 6.29+

Stefano de Martino
University of Torino

1. The Decrees Issued by King Ḫattušili III

Ḫattušili III’s decrees are the clearest proof of the king’s communicative ability 
as well as of the intersection among governance, devotion, and securing consent.1 
Although each of the decrees issued by this king had a precise and specific finality, 
all of them have also been composed with the aim of strengthening the image of 
the king and giving him a veneer of legitimacy. 

One of the best-known texts issued by this Hittite king is the so-called Apology, 
which is preserved from its main recension KUB 1.1+.2 As is well known, this docu-
ment has been labeled either an “apology” or an “autobiography,” but both defini-
tions are misleading because its specific purpose was the appointment of Prince 
Tutḫaliya as priest of Šaušga, as well as administrator of the goddess’s estate, and 
eventually heir to the throne.3 

The decree KBo 6.29+ assigned to one of the king’s sons the office of priest of 
Ištar of Šamuḫa. The cult of this deity was supported by the income coming from 
the estates that the king had donated.4

Furthermore, we mention KBo 6.28+ and its duplicate KUB 21.15+, which grant-
ed the NA4ḫekur Pirwa institution an exemption from all kinds of duties.5 We won-
der why Ḫattušili III had been so generous precisely toward the ḫekur Pirwa insti-
tution. Although we cannot exclude that the exemption granted by the king might 
have been just one of the many donations and grants that Ḫattušili III and Pudu-
Ḫeba promised to temples and gods in exchange for divine protection (de Martino 

1. See Archi 1971; Beckman 2016; Gilan 2019.
2. Otten 1981.
3. See Imparati 1995.
4. See Götze 1925, 45–51; de Martino 2023.
5. See de Martino 2022; Balza 2022.
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2017), the privilege assured by the king to the ḫekur Pirwa may also have been 
motivated by precise political reasons. 

Imparati (1977, 47) and Singer (2009, 178) argued that this institution might have 
supported Ḫattušili at the time of his conflict with Muršili III. Furthermore, both 
researchers proposed that this sanctuary might have replaced the ḫešta-building 
that was spared during the destruction of Ḫattuša at the time of Tutḫaliya III, as 
we will say. 

We do not know where the ḫekur Pirwa was located, but the word NA4ḫekur 
leads us to assume that it was a monumental architectural structure. Hence, we 
venture to add that Ḫattušili III aimed to celebrate himself by means of the rock 
sanctuary of Pirwa that could emulate the mausoleum (NA4ḫekur SAG.UŠ) built by 
Muwatalli II and was mentioned in the treaty concluded by Tutḫaliya IV with Ku-
runtiya of Tarḫuntašša.6

The Apology, KBo 6.28+ and KBo 6.29+, opens with a long introduction. In KBo 
6.28+ it refers to the conquest of Šuppiluliuma I who is presented as a heroic mon-
arch and a model for Ḫattušili III; in fact, both kings were usurpers, but powerful 
monarchs.7 KBo 6.28+ and KBo 6.29+, instead, deals with the youth of Ḫattušili and 
his contrast with Urḫi-Teššub.

Furthermore, Ḫattušili III established the expropriation of Arma-Tarḫunta’s 
goods, who had been one of Ḫattušili’s political opponents, in the decree KUB 
21.17,8 and instead the Hittite ruler granted a personage whose name is written 
logographically as GAL-DIM9 an exemption from various obligations in KUB 26.58.10 
The beneficiary of the decree was the son of a certain Kantuzili who had opposed 
Ḫattušili during the struggle with Muršili III. Unlike his father, GAL-DIM had likely 
supported Ḫattušili and hence was rewarded by the king. Lastly, the decree KBo 
4.12 assured the protection of the king and his descendants to the family of Mittan-
namuwa, who had already been chief scribe during the reign of Muršili II.11

The relative chronology of these decrees is difficult to ascertain. Beckman 
(2016, 72), who argued that the “Apology” had been issued just at the beginning 
of Ḫattušili III’s reign, wrote: “The detailed account of the career of Ḫattušili con-
tained in the Autobiography along with the powerful case for his virtue found there 
strongly suggests that this text was composed soon after the coup that brought 
him to power, when an apology would have been the most necessary and useful.”

A different opinion was expressed by Imparati (1995); she assumed that the 
composition of the Apology followed the issue of KBo 6.29+; in fact, the resolu-
tions taken by Ḫattušili III in the latter decree concern the estate and exemption 
from all duties granted to the sanctuary of Šaušga and the appointment of a royal 

6. See Otten 1988, 14–15.
7. See de Martino 2022, 208–9.
8. See Ünal 1974, 18–31.
9. This name may be read as either Ura-Tarḫunta or Talmi-Teššub. For the attestations of these personal 

names, see van den Hout 1995, 157–64.
10. See Imparati 1974, 152–53.
11. See Götze 1925, 41–45; Gordin 2015, 150–51.
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prince to the office of priest of the deity, but the name of this prince is not given 
here. Instead, it is precisely Tutḫaliya who is appointed to this office in the Apol-
ogy (Otten 1981, 28–29).

A fragmentary passage in KBo 6.29+ (iii 16′–17′) seems even to refer to the 
possibility that the antiyant-husband of a royal princess could keep the office of 
priest in case a prince was not alive (iii 9′–18′). Thus, KBo 6.29+ was clearly written 
when Ḫattušili and Pudu-Ḫeba’s children were little and consequently before the 
issue of the Apology. Notwithstanding, Ḫattušili III had already decreed in KBo 
6.29+ that the royal prince who would have been appointed to the priesthood of 
Šaušga—whoever he might be—would have held the same offices of his father; in 
fact this prince would also have been the ruler of Pala and Tummana (KBo 6.29+ 
iii 2′–5′),12 and this two lands were part of the region that Ḫattušili III had ruled 
during the reign of Muwatalli II.

2. The Incipit of the Decrees

In the preamble of all the decrees issued by Ḫattušili III, as well as in his other 
documents, no mention is made of Muwatalli II and Muršili III; in fact, as is well 
known, only the relation from father to son is considered.13 In this way, Ḫattušili III 
not only cancelled Muršili III from the memory and the dynasty, but also pretended 
to be the direct heir to the throne.

In these preambles the king mentions Ḫattušili I as his homonymous and fa-
mous predecessor. As Klinger (2017, 72) argued, the lack of legitimacy and the 
recent conflict with Muwatalli II’s son led Ḫattušili III to strengthen his position 
by stating that he descended from a royal dynasty with a centuries-old tradition. 

The mention of Ḫattušili I in the preamble of the decrees KBo 6.28+, KBo 
6.29+, KBo 4.12 and in the Apology occurs in different expressions. In the Apol-
ogy, Ḫattušili III is only said to be “descendant of Ḫattušili, king of Kuššar” (ŠÀ.
BAL ŠA mḪattušili LUGAL KURKuššar).14 The decrees KBo 4.12 and KBo 6.29+ state 
that the king was the “seed of Ḫattušili” (respectively, NUMUN mḪattušili DUMU 
URUKuššar, and NUMUN ŠA mḪattušili).15 

Yet a different expression is documented in KBo 6.28+ obv. 4–5, where we read:

(4) …………….. DUMU.DUM]U.DUMU-ŠU16 ŠA mḪa-at-tu-ši-li LUGAL.GAL 
ŠA LUGAL URUKu-uš-šar (5) Dši-ú-ni-it k[a-ne-eš-ša-a]n-da-aš NUMUN-aš

The restoration k[a-ne-eš-ša-a]n-da-aš, which had first been proposed by 
Goetze (1957, 59 n. 75), was shared by Otten (1981, 236) and Güterbock (1973, 102). 
This verb means “to acknowledge,” “to reward,” and “to favor,” and it also occurs 

12. The mention of the other territories given to this prince fall in the gap.
13. See Archi 1971, 196, n. 40; Klinger 2017, 71.
14. See Otten 1981, 4–5.
15. See Götze 1925, 52; de Martino 2023, 14.
16. For this possible restoration of the text see Otten 1981, 237; Güterbock 1973, 101.
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in a passage of Ḫattušili III’s decree in favour of Mittanamuwa (KBo 4.12 obv. 
8–12) where Mittanamuwa is said to have been favored by Muršili II (IŠTU ABI-YA 
kaneššanza). It can also be found in a passage in KBo 6.29+ where Ḫattušili says 
that he had been favored by his father Muršili II and his brother Muwatalli II due to 
the constant support that he received from Šaušga (i 12–13). Furthermore, a similar 
expression is documented in a passage of Muwatalli II’s Prayer to the assembly 
of Gods through the Storm God of Lightning: IŠTU DU kaniššanza “I (have been) 
favored by the Storm-god” (iii 74–75, Singer 1996, 24). 

In the aforementioned passage of KBo 6.28+ the word Dšiuni- occurs with the 
suffix of the instrumental case that marks agency. As Melchert (2016, 240) argued, 
the ablative progressively replaced the instrumental also in the agentive function, 
and hence the use of the instrumental in Ḫattušili III’s decree might be either an 
echo of an older document or an intentional archaism.

Queen Pudu-Ḫeba is not mentioned in the greatest part of the incipit of the de-
crees issued by her husband—namely, the Apology, KBo 4.12, KUB 26.58, and KBo 
6.28+. Instead, the queen appears in the first lines in KBo 6.29+ i 1–5:

(1) Thus, His Majesty Ḫattušili, Great King, ki[ng of] Ḫatti, (2) son of Muršili, 
Great King, king of Ḫatti, (3) grandson of Šuppiluliuma, Great King, king of 
Ḫatti, (4) descendant of Ḫattušili king of Kuššar, (5) and (this is the) word of 
Pudu-Ḫeba, Great Queen of Ḫatti.17

The queen’s name also occurs in the preamble of KUB 21.17.18 As already men-
tioned, this decree aimed to condemn the behavor of Arma-Tarḫunta, who had 
opposed Ḫattušili, and to justify the requisitioning of the former’s property, which 
was given to Šaušga. 

Imparati (1995, 145–47) argued that Pudu-Ḫeba’s name does not occur in the 
preamble of the Apology because this text was a “a state document, whose nature 
was essentially political, and whose purpose was not only the conferring of prop-
erty on Ištar but mainly the explicit nomination of Tutḫaliya.” Instead, the strict re-
ligious relation between the queen and the goddess Šaušga may be the reason why 
she is explicitly mentioned in the first lines of KBo 6.29 and KUB 21.7, which had 
an administrative purpose and concerned the functioning of Šaušga’s sanctuary. 

Nevertheless, Pudu-Ḫeba is present in the final lines in KBo 6.28+, and the 
queen’s name occurs in a passage at the beginning of the curses: “(This is) the 
word of Tabarna Ḫattušili, Great King, and Pudu-Ḫeba, Queen of Ḫatti” (rev. 28). 
Similarly, the queen appears in the curses and blessings in the last two paragraphs 
of the Apology. The mention of Pudu-Ḫeba close to Ḫattušili III in the latter docu-
ment might aim to stress that only the progeny born from this royal couple could 
be appointed to the office of priest of Ištar, and consequently to exclude any other 
child who was born from other women, as already noted.

17. See de Martino 2023, 18.
18. See Ünal 1974, 18–19.
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2. The Miraculous Intervention of Šaušga

The support constantly given by Šaušga to Ḫattušili III is a common theme that oc-
curs in all the documents issued by this king. The deity plays a significant role not 
only in the Apology, but also in the edict KBo 6.29+. In this latter text, as well as in 
the Apology, she made sure that Muršili II and Muwatalli appreciated the young 
Ḫattušili (i 11–13). Furthermore, the marriage to Pudu-Ḫeba was also decided by 
the deity; in fact, Ḫattušili stated that he did not take his wife in marriage “in the 
heat of passion” (marri), but at the command of the goddess who had shown her 
will in a dream (i 19–21). 

Šaušga also intervened at the side of his protégé on the occasion of the conflict 
with Urḫi-Teššob. In KBo 6.29+ as well as in the Apology (iii 78–79) the conflict be-
tween Ḫattušili III results in a lawsuit that was pending in the divine court. In KBo 
6.29+ the judges are the Storm-god and Šaušga, as Ḫattušili said to his nephew:

(ii 2–8) and hence we shall go to trial before the Storm God, my lord, and Ištar of 
Šamuḫa, my lady, thus, if you have the superior case in the litigation, let them 
declare you as the winner, if, however, I have the superior case in the litigation, 
let them declare me as the winner.

The Storm God had already been the judge in the struggle that opposed Muršili II 
and Uḫḫa-ziti of Arzawa, as it is related in the Ten Years Annals (del Monte 1993, 
63). As is well known, the god shot a lightning bolt that struck Arzawa and was 
seen by the people of this country. The celestial sign forewarned the defeat of 
Uḫḫa-ziti and the divine judgment in favor of the Hittite king.

A similar episode is narrated in a passage in KBo 6.29+ ii 9–17: 

  9.	 nu-wa A-NA DIŠTAR URUŠa-mu-ḫa GAŠAN-YA ŠU-an
10.	 ša-ra-a e-ep-pu-un nu-mu DIŠTAR URUŠa-mu-ḫa GAŠAN-YA
11.	 wa-ar-ri-iš-ši-iš-ta nu ša-ra-az-zi
12.	 kat-te-ir-ra-ya an-da :ma-ru-wa-a˻-it˼ nu ne˻-pí-iš˼
13.	 te-kán-na kat-kat-te-nu-ut
I held up my hand to Šaušga of Šamuḫa, my lady, and Šaušga of Šamuḫa, 
my lady, helped me and she blackened19 (the sky) above and below, she 
shook heaven and earth.

As Ḫattušili added in the following lines, this prodigious event had significant 
consequences: 

(ii 13–17) Šaušga of Šamuḫa, my lady, took my side, and all the lands to 
which I wrote: “Let you take my side!,” they took my side, also the lands to 
which I did not write, precisely all of them were on my side.

19. On the possible meanings of the verb maruwai- see CHD L–N, 202a; Kloekhorst 2008, 562–63.
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Thus, according to this narrative, the goddess caused an eclipse as well as an earth-
quake. The astronomical event was a divine sign, and instead the earthquake had 
a more practical purpose. The eclipse may be interpreted as a sign that announced 
either the death or the fall of the ruling king—that is, Urḫi-Teššob—and we recall 
here a passage in Muršili II’s prayer on the misdeeds of Tawananna: “(iv 24–26) the 
sun gave a sign. Did [no]t the queen (= Tawananna), then, […] keep saying, ‘That 
(sign) that the sun gave, […] did it [port]end? Did it not portend the death of the 
king?’” (Miller 2014, 527). 

Instead, the earthquake assured Ḫattušili the safe entrance into the city of 
Šamuḫa where Urḫi-Teššob had taken refuge according to the former’s presenta-
tion of the events; in fact, in KBo 6.29+ Ḫattušili III stated that, as soon as he ar-
rived in front of Šamuḫa, the wooden wall that surrounded the city came down, 
presumably as consequence of the earthquake triggered by Šaušga (iii 32–33).20

We wonder why the eclipse and the earthquake caused by Šaušga are not men-
tioned again in the Apology. We argue that this text, which mostly had a political 
purpose, avoided introducing attractive, but fanciful, narrative elements. The reli-
gious finality of the edict KBo 6.29+, instead, was not at odds with a glorification of 
the deity whose power terrified her enemies and supported her protégé.
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