
Journal of Physics: Conference Series

PAPER • OPEN ACCESS

Detection of a γ-ray halo around Geminga with the
Fermi-LAT and implications for the positron flux
To cite this article: Fiorenza Donato et al 2020 J. Phys.: Conf. Ser. 1468 012084

 

View the article online for updates and enhancements.

You may also like
A BROADBAND X-RAY STUDY OF THE
GEMINGA PULSAR WITH NuSTAR AND
XMM-NEWTON
Kaya Mori, Eric V. Gotthelf, Francois
Dufour et al.

-

NEW X-RAY OBSERVATIONS OF THE
GEMINGA PULSAR WIND NEBULA
George G. Pavlov, Sudip Bhattacharyya
and Vyacheslav E. Zavlin

-

GEMINGA’S PUZZLING PULSAR WIND
NEBULA
B. Posselt, G. G. Pavlov, P. O. Slane et al.

-

This content was downloaded from IP address 82.48.47.64 on 12/04/2023 at 15:15

https://doi.org/10.1088/1742-6596/1468/1/012084
/article/10.1088/0004-637X/793/2/88
/article/10.1088/0004-637X/793/2/88
/article/10.1088/0004-637X/793/2/88
/article/10.1088/0004-637X/793/2/88
/article/10.1088/0004-637X/793/2/88
/article/10.1088/0004-637X/715/1/66
/article/10.1088/0004-637X/715/1/66
/article/10.3847/1538-4357/835/1/66
/article/10.3847/1538-4357/835/1/66
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv8XCbtf59bxOPHwkjqb00KDZRrNBBpEIZjq2K7Wp3ELsIyaQPtnmzl5oI3vklieEoeniCIR3J6UsLs-L3HD-hKPkLtslyG2FqP1qz1tdhRrKL2c-BlgZIW63Betv7O9jdsKb4LZEeLNZlr5t78AH0I0f-pIVGRMppDlM674lciXEkd51i3jMmyUCVZs1qu1hMSS5XrupcvAb0kdLYgMtx4BYikZWrX2VF1DWM3C5d_SNsHyC34btU5BGyFSnwMx5Z1RtAe_FJS-J-66nMsjkRfDtOosboC-pD3sgaMv5kcmg&sai=AMfl-YTw5iaOabUPWTOAJO3LRW20GvX30SEXkP2QbjQVt8ysnMacXny9MOTvUM0fdcEBXBN_W-fhNNlicf_lxhk&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLPX6Jh_rHzG&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://ecs.confex.com/ecs/244/cfp.cgi%3Futm_source%3DIOP%26utm_medium%3Dbanners%26utm_campaign%3D244AbstractSubmit


Content from this work may be used under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 licence. Any further distribution
of this work must maintain attribution to the author(s) and the title of the work, journal citation and DOI.

Published under licence by IOP Publishing Ltd

TAUP 2019

Journal of Physics: Conference Series 1468 (2020) 012084

IOP Publishing

doi:10.1088/1742-6596/1468/1/012084

1

Detection of a γ-ray halo around Geminga with the

Fermi-LAT and implications for the positron flux

Fiorenza Donato
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Dipartimento di Fisica, Università di Torino, via P. Giuria 1, 10125 Torino, Italy
Istituto Nazionale di Fisica Nucleare, Sezione di Torino, Via P. Giuria 1, 10125 Torino, Italy

Mattia Di Mauro

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, Greenbelt, MD 20771, USA
Catholic University of America, Department of Physics, Washington DC 20064, USA

Abstract. The HAWC Collaboration has discovered a γ-ray emission extended about 2
degrees around the Geminga and Monogem pulsar wind nebulae (PWNe) at γ-ray energies
Eγ > 5 TeV. We analyze, for the first time, almost 10 years of γ-ray data obtained with the
Fermi Large Area Telescope at Eγ > 8 GeV in the direction of Geminga and Monogem. Since
these two pulsars are close the Galactic plane we run our analysis with 10 different interstellar
emission models (IEMs) to study the systematics due to the modeling of this component. We
detect a γ-ray halo around Geminga with a significance in the range 7.8 − 11.8σ depending on
the IEM considered. This measurement is compatible with e+ and e− emitted by the PWN,
which inverse-Compton scatter (ICS) with photon fields located within a distance of about 100
pc from the pulsar, where the diffusion coefficient is estimated to be around 1.1 · 1027 cm2/s at
100 GeV. We include in our analysis the proper motion of the Geminga pulsar which is relevant
for γ rays produced for ICS in the Fermi-LAT energy range. We find that an efficiency of about
1% for the conversion of the spin-down energy of the pulsar into e+ and e− is required to be
consistent with γ-ray data from Fermi-LAT and HAWC. The inferred contribution of Geminga
to the e+ flux is at most 20% at the highest energy AMS-02 data. Our results are compatible
with the interpretation that the cumulative emission from Galactic pulsars explains the positron
excess.

1. Introduction
The flux of cosmic-ray electrons and positrons (e±) is now known with unprecedented precision
from about 0.1 GeV up to TeV energies. The interpretation of these data is still debated. In
fact, the e+ observed above 10 GeV cannot be explained by the tipycal expectations from the
secondary production, i.e. the e+ produced by spallation reactions of primary cosmic rays with
the Interstellar Medium (ISM) (1). Several additionally primary sources have been discussed,



TAUP 2019

Journal of Physics: Conference Series 1468 (2020) 012084

IOP Publishing

doi:10.1088/1742-6596/1468/1/012084

2

among which the pairs emitted by pulsars and their Pulsar Wind Nebulae (PWNe) (2) (and
refs. therein).

Recently, the Milagro and HAWC experiments have reported the detection of an extended
γ-ray emission at energies larger than 5 TeV from the direction of Geminga and Monogem
PWNe, with an angular size of about 2◦ (3; 4). These pulsars are among the closest (distances
of 0.250 kpc and 0.288 kpc, and ages of 342 kyr and 111 kyr, respectively) and most powerful
sources in the ATNF catalog (5). The extended TeV γ-ray emission can be interpreted as inverse
Compton scattering (ICS) emission of e± accelerated, and then released, by these sources and
interacting with the interstellar radiation field (ISRF) (6). The angular extension of the TeV γ-
ray emission, together with the age of the sources, suggest that these ICS photons are produced
by e± pairs escaped from the PWNe, at a distance of few tens of parsec. However, the γ rays
between 5 − 40 TeV detected by HAWC are produced via ICS off the ISRF by e± at average
energies of at least tens of TeV. The use of HAWC γ-ray data in order to predict the e+ flux
at AMS-02 energies is indeed an extrapolation, which can affect significantly the conclusion on
the e+ flux, depending on the assumptions made. Data from the Fermi-LAT experiment in
the energy range of 10− 1000 GeV are perfectly suited in order to constrain more precisely the
Monogem and Geminga contribution to the e+ at E > 100 GeV, since ICS photons in this energy
range are produced by e± detected at Earth with average energies in the range 350− 1500 GeV.

2. Positron and photon flux from PWNe
The basic elements of our model for the emission of e± and γ-rays from PWNe are carefully
illustrated in Ref. (7). The e± that propagate in the Galaxy produce γ rays through ICS with
the Galactic ISRF (6). We model the photon flux emitted for the ICS by the pulsar, at an
energy Eγ and coming from a solid angle ∆Ω, as:

φIC(Eγ ,∆Ω) =

∫ ∞
mec2

dEM(E,∆Ω)PIC(E,Eγ) . (1)

The quantity M(E,∆Ω) is the spectrum of e+ and e− of energy E which propagate in the
Galaxy and from a solid angle ∆Ω, and PIC(E,Eγ) is the power of photons emitted by a single
e± for ICS.

Highly energetic e± pairs are believed to be produced in PWNe under the influence of winds
and shocks around the pulsars, then accelerated up to very high energies, and finally injected into
the ISM, typically after a few tens of kyr (8; 9). We here consider a continuous injection scenario
to describe the emission mechanism of e± in PWNe, where the particles are emitted with a rate
that follows the pulsar spin-down energy, which is translated in the energy of e± pairs with an
efficiency η. The HAWC data suggest that the diffusion coefficient (D(E) = D0(E/1 GeV)−δ)
in the vicinity of Geminga and Monogem PWNe may be ∼ 500 times smaller than the one
usually derived for the average of the Galaxy (4). We take into account this observation by
using a two-zone diffusion model, where the region of inefficient diffusion is contained around
the source, and delimited by an empirical radius rb.

3. Analysis setup
In order to search an extended emission, we analyze 115 months of Fermi-LAT Pass 8 data, in the
energy range E = [8, 1000] GeV, passing standard data quality selection criteria, belonging to
the Pass 8 SOURCE event class, and using the instrument response functions P8R3 SOURCE V2. We
consider energies above 8 GeV. Our region of interest (ROI) is of 70◦ × 70◦, and it is centered
at RAJ2000= 95◦ and DEJ2000= 13◦. We include the effect on the ICS γ-ray morphology
coming from the proper motion of the Geminga pulsar, which has a proper motion of 178.2±1.8
mas/year, corresponding to a transverse velocity of vT ≈ 211(d/250pc) km s−1 (10).
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Figure 1. The γ-ray flux for ICS from Geminga. The Fermi-LAT data we derived are shown
as black dots. We report the HAWC data (obtained using a diffuse template) as an orange band
(4). The curves are the flux predictions obtained for different values of γe and η.

Our model fit to the data includes the IEM (with free normalization and spectral shape), the
isotropic template (with free normalization) and cataloged sources (with free normalization and
spectral shape) from the preliminary 8 years list. We employed the IEM released with Pass 8
data (11) (i.e., gll iem v06.fits). We also repeated the analysis using 10 different IEM (see
(7)), in order to derive the systematics in the result associated to this choice.

4. Results
We detect the Geminga ICS halo in Fermi-LAT data with TS=65-143 and D0 = 1.6 − 3.5 ·
1026 cm2/s, depending on the considered IEM. The fit in which we include the effect of the
proper motion in the ICS template is preferred at 4.7−7.1σ. The Monogem halo is not detected
in Fermi-LAT data, regardless of the value of D0. We derive the 95% lower limit on the value
of the diffusion coefficient to be D0 > 1− 10 · 1026 cm2/s.

The flux for the Geminga ICS halo is reported in Fig. 1. It is evaluated independently in
different energy bins, by leaving free to vary the SED parameters of the sources in the model,
as well as of the IEM and the isotropic templates. The Fermi-LAT measures the Geminga ICS
halo with a precision of about 30% from 8 GeV up to 100 GeV. By fitting the Fermi-LAT data,
we derive the efficiency of spin-down energy conversion (η) for different e+ spectral indices. For
γe = [1.8, 1.9, 2.0], we find η = [0.019, 0.013, 0.010], respectively.

We compute the e+ flux by implementing the η fitted on the Fermi-LAT data, for the different
e+ spectral indices, within a two-zone diffusion model. The results are shown in Fig. 2 for
rb = 100 pc, and using for r > rb the K15 and G15 Galactic propagation models. The different
γe and η give very similar predictions at hundreds of GeV up to TeV energies, where the Fermi-
LAT γ rays calibrate the progenitor leptons. Therefore, at lower e+ energies softer injection
spectra give higher e+ flux. The Geminga PWN, as constrained now by Fermi-LAT data,
contributes at a few per-cent level to the positron flux at 100 GeV and at most 10% of the last
AMS-02 energy data point at around 800 GeV. Additional tests that validate the detection of
the Geminga ICS halo in Fermi-LAT data against different systematics are discussed in Ref. (7).
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Figure 2. e+ flux at Earth from Geminga as computed within a two-zone diffusion model, and
for the γe, η values compatible with Fermi-LAT data. Blue (purple) curves are for G15 (K15)
propagation model and for rb = 100 pc. The cyan band embeds the differences in the results
considering these two propagation parameters and the choice of γe.

5. Conclusions
We reported the first detection of a counterpart of the Geminga γ-ray halo seen by HAWC in
Fermi-LAT data from 8 GeV up to hundreds of GeV (7). As for Monogem, we derived stringent
upper limits. We accurately modeled the ICS emission from e± pairs produced in PWNe, as
well as the effects of the proper motion of Geminga pulsar, as this affects the spatial morphology
of the ICS γ-ray halo at GeV energies. We conclude that these sources alone, as bound now by
Fermi-LAT data, cannot be the major contributors to the e+ excess.
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