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INTRODUZIONE

   Il presente volume raccoglie ventisei contributi originali su temi di filosofia

che spaziano dal periodo tardo-antico a quello rinascimentale e moderno. Il

volume ha un carattere volutamente miscellaneo, che  è stato rispettato anche

nella disposizione dei contributi, che, come il lettore potrà vedere, non segue

né un ordine cronologico né un ordine alfabetico. La mancanza di un tema

privilegiato e unificante ha dato agli autori possibilità di scegliere e soffer-

marsi su temi diversi ma ugualmente significativi della riflessione filosofica

tardo-antica, medievale e rinascimentale. Ne è risultato un volume ampio,

estremamente ricco e vario, tanto per i temi trattati quanto per le prospettive

di analisi e le metodologie che sono state adottate. Il presente volume è ideal-

mente dedicato a Stefano Caroti, direttore della rivista Noctua, e di cui i Qua-

derni costituiscono un’estensione, per il suo pensionamento da Professore di

Storia della filosofia medievale e moderna dell’Università di Parma.
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SOME NOTES ON PREDICATION

1. The relation of predication

 Categories 5

℘ a a

Categories In Cat.
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℘ ℘

5

℘
℘ ν ℘ ℘
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ex-
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homo est animal rationale mortale

5



collectio collectionum

℘

℘



℘

℘ ℘

℘

℘

℘

3. Porphyrian questions
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L’ORIZZONTE ‘SENSIBILE’ DEL PENSIERO MANICHEO

DELL’AGOSTINO VENTISETTENNE E LE FONTI DELLA SUA

INFORMAZIONE FILOSOFICA, SECONDO GLI APPORTI DELLA

CRITICA RECENTE

De pulchro et apto
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1. La conoscenza sensibile in Agostino 

Enneadi

Confessioni
Bibliothèque Augustinienne

Introduzione Notes complémen-
taires

Nuova Biblioteca Agostiniana
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 passio corporis per se ipsam non latens animam5  
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 Enn
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Omnique natura quam sensus carnis adtingeret
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infra 5
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De pulchro et apto Sul bello e sul
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convenevole

Confessioni,

Conf. 5

De pulchro et apto
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3. Il contenuto dell’opera: i primi due capitoli
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supra

in primis De ordine Soliloqui



 amabam pulchra inferiora

Num amamus aliquid, nisi pulchrum? Che cos’è il

bello, che cos’è la bellezza? Che cos’è che ci attira verso le cose che amiamo?

Nisi esset in eis decus et species, nullo modo nos ad se moverent

pulchrum

aptum

doctor mirabilis

Ippia Maggiore
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4. Il contenuto dell’opera: il terzo importante capitolo
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magnitudines

lineamenta

ibat animus per formas corporeas . 
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5. Le fonti dell’informazione filosofica di Agostino, studente e professore a
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magesto Tetrabìblos Opus Quadripartitum
5

5
5 Conf
5

Mathesis 



5

Confessioni

De somno Scipionis
55

De mu-

5
55



sica De dialectica5

5 De

principiis numerorum De atithmetica

Introductio arithmetica

De vita et poesi Homeri

Theologumena arithmetichés
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6. Conclusioni
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UNE QUESTION DE PERSPECTIVE DISPUTÉE À ERFURT

PARTIELLEMENT COPIÉE SUR UNE QUESTION D’ORESME
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de apparentia rei  utrum

aliqua res videatur tanta quanta est” 
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quod non expositio
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Quaestio de apprehensione rerum per visum disputata Erfordie”
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a priori
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communis
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Eléments
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Optique

in extenso



EDITION

 

In tabula



Et arguitur primo ad partem negativam 

Perspective

De Sensu

Ad partem affirmativam 
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Expositio terminum questionis

Prius quam procedam ulterius exponam terminos questionis



Perspective

Perspectiva
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Prima sit ista quam ponit Aristoteles in Predicamentis  quod magnum et parvum

sunt ad aliquid
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Predicamentis
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Secundo suppono dictum Alhacen secundo Perspective  dicentis quod tres sunt actus

anime quo concurrant ad cognitionem mediante visu habitus, quorum primus est ac-

tus virtutis visivi et informat oculum ; secundus est actus memorie prius cognita re-

cordantis ; tertio est actus virtutis distinctive comparantis et argumentis. 

 

 

 

 

,
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Tertio suppono  quod propter aliam et aliam organi dispositionem potest apparere

per sensum aliqua res, quandoque maior quandoque minor uni et eidem homini sive

pluribus, ut patet ex 3° libro perspective Victilionis  et forte quod res apparet maior

propter organi parvitatem et si etiam ymago rei existens in memoria crescet  res et

post apparet minor et si diminueretur apparet maior,

Sic ergo prima conclusio dicit <quod> aliquis potest mediante visu de aliqua re iudi-

care quanta ipsa est non solum ab una distantia sed a pluribus et huic iudicio assen-

tire.

Probatur 5
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Secunda conclusio <quod> quocumque iudicio impossibile est scire evidenter ad

punctum quanta sit aliqua res, nec ista contradicit per se, 
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Et primo arguit reverendus magister meus contra conclusionem primam  
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Preterea secundo contra eandem
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Iterum contra eandem conclusionem
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Item contra
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Ad primam rationem suam 
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Ad primam de parallelogrammis  
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Ad ultimam  

de Anima

Et primo  probatur quod A apparet esse equale B et tamen B est minus A sensibili-
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Cauda, Rubeus, Honor Ap-
parens et Amissio flamme. 

Sunt aeris Feretrum, Puer,
Acquisitio, Ridens. 

A c Mundus facie, Populus,
Via, Candidus unde id est
aque. 

Terrea sunt Caput intus,
Honor, Tristitia, Carcer. 

Cauda, Rubeus, Honor Ap-
parens et Amissio flamme. 

Sunt aeris Feretrum, Puer,
Acquisitio, Ridens.  

A c Mundus facie, Populus,
Via, Candidus unde id est
aque. 

Terrea sunt Caput intus, Ho-
nor, Tristitia, Carcer

Lucrum minor Leti-
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Rubeus

Caput Fere-
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Cauda Po-
pulus

Fortuna maior
Carcer.

Ars geomantiae
5

Triste senis Claustrum Io-
vis Acquisitio, Ridens,
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tuna est Utraque Solis, 
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utile, pessima Cauda. utile, pessima Cauda. 

Un altro passo in comune è il seguente:

Geomantia, I particula 1 dist.,
K1va

Bartholomaeus Parmensis,
Ars geomantiae, Wien, Natio-
nalbibliothek, lat. 5223, f. 3v 

Quibus debeat fieri questio
sic dicimus quod debeat fieri
hominibus credentibus ar-
tem et scientiam, temperatis
et discretis, non furiosis, non
mentecaptis, non stultis,
non pueris, nec temptanti-
bus artem nec obloquentibus
neque vagis aut derisoribus
vel scientiam vituperantibus.
Et generaliter omnibus
scientie fidem non adhiben-
tibus fieri questio non debet

Similiter non debent facere
questionem nec eorum preces
audire qui sunt increduli
huius artis vel multum dubij
ac indiscreti vel importuni ad
querendum quales sunt pueri
imperfecte etatis, furiosi,
mentecapti, rustici, fatui, et
temptatores

Alle evidenze appena portate se ne aggiunge una terza relativa alla struttura

e ai titoli dei vari capitoli. Bartolomeo da Parma, come l’Auctor, presenta il si-

gnificato e la natura di ciascuno dei pianeti e successivamente quello delle fi-

gure geomantiche loro attribuite. Tratta in seguito della fisiognomica delle fi-

gure. Bartolomeo dedica una parte di questa sezione all’esame del significato

particolare di ciascuna figura in ognuna delle 12 prime case: «Incipit tertia

pars de particulari significationis uniuscujusque figure in qualibet domo».

Questo titolo corrisponde quasi letteralmente all’incipit della VII particula

582
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De bonitate et malitia testium et iudicis in qualibet questione

De generatione omnium figurarum geomantie5 .

Geomantia

De bonitate malitia Iudicis et Testium 

Incipit quarta particula de iudiciis et questionibus solvendis et soluti

 De generatione omnium figurarum particula Incipit

secunda particula de progressu et ortu et cetera <motibus possibilibus et impossibili-

bus 55
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Breviloquium

Geomantia prologus minor distinctio

radix

Breviloquium
Geomantia

ars astrono-
mie nimis est difficilis et
prolixa

a
philosophis et auctoribus

elevetur

ab auctoribus
et philosophis

ars astronomie nimis
erat difficilis et prolixa

5

5 om. 
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Et similiter di-
cam, que sit materia huius
libri, et que sit forma, et que
sit causa finalis, et que sit
radix in hac arte. Et similiter
in quibus figuris sit radix, et
in quibus virtus consistit ea-
rundem, et in quibus conse-
quentia

Finalis causa est cognoscere
preterita, videre presentia et
pronosticare futura

Radix autem operis consi-
stit in punctorum sive stel-
larum paritate aut impari-
tate.

5 5



Geomantia  

ut acquisitio in
ariete, fortuna maior et leti-
tia in thauro, puer et ru-
beus in Geminis, Candidus
in Cancro, Puella in Libra,
Caput Draconis et Congre-
gatio in Vergine, Cauda
Draconis in Sagittario,
Amissio et Transversus in
Scorpione Fortuna maior in
Aquario, Carcer in pisci-
bus, Via in Leone

Geomantia 

et mora in si-
gnis talis est ut acquisitio in
ariete fortuna minor et leti-
tia in tauro via in leone puer
et rubeus in geminis candi-
dus sive albus in cancro ca-
put et coniunctio in virgine
puella in libra amissio et tri-
stitia in scorpione cauda in
sagittario populus in capri-
corno fortuna maior in ac-
quario carcer que omnia ab
istis comprehenduntur ver-
sibus

5



Sciendum quod in omni-
bus questionibus prima
domus est domus queren-
tis, preterquam in absente
et domino et servo et cleri-
co et incarcerato et vulnera-
to et expulso, in quibus
querentibus sunt domus
proprie ad se pertinentes

Geomantia 

 prima in omni-
bus questionibus est que-
rentis, preterquam in absen-
te servo, clerico, prelato, do-
mino et incarcerato et expul-
so, in quibus querentibus
sunt sue domus proprie

Et qualis est homo querens,
utrum papa vel imperator
vel episcopus vel potestas,
cuius generis, cuius gene-
ris, cuius etatis, cuius se-
xus. Et quis sit iudex,
utrum domus querentis vel
res quesita vel aliqua alia
domo bona vel mala Unde
vero est domus 8 mala, cum
6

Et quis homo sit querens,
utrum potestas, papa vel
episcopus, rex aut imperator,
vel cuius generis

 vel
etatis vel sexus, et quis sit
Iudex, utrum querens vel res
quesita vel aliqua alia
domorum figura bona sive
mala super hoc
5

Ars geomantie

Geomantia

5



5

Geomantia Sed que-
dam figure significant an-
nos, quedam menses, que-
dam dies et una sola horas

Geomantia

Estimvaerunt Indi

Breviloquium

Geomantia

particula

5



Breviloquium
Geomantia,

Barbatus seu Caput altum
vel Magnus Senex Ridens
Leta vel letitia, quia

significat
gaudium habitum sed non
habiturum. Bene moratur
in omnibus dominibus pre-
terquam in 6 et 12. In Tauro
continetur sub dominio io-
vis et est figura aerea, caida
et humida, sanguinea, ma-
scuplina et diurna et est in
ea virtus significans annos.
Colorem vult flavum

Barbatus sive Caput altum
vel Magnus Senex vel Ridens
a u t Leta s i v e Letitia. (...)
Letitia dic i tur , quia s i-
gnificat gaudium et letitiam
habitam, sed non habituram.
Bene moratur in omnibus
domibus nisi in 6a, 8a et 12a.
In Tauro continetur sub
dominio Iovis. Et est aerea,
calida et humida, sanguinea,
masculina et diurna. Et est
in ea virtus significans an-
nos. Colorem vult flavum

Barbatus Diminutus Candidus

Geomantia

Auctor

Breviloquium

Barbatus

Auctor

5



particula 5

Breviloquium
Geomantia

Barbatus

Se-
nex, Canus, Ridens, Letitia
quia in prima superius ex-
posuimus particula

in prima
domo, significat iudices,
sacerdotes et sublimes ho-
mines a verecundia ubique
et non invidiam et gravita-
tem et consecutionem veri-
tatis et bonam societatem

Barbatus om  sive Senex,
Canus aut Ridens in prima
domo significat iudices et
sacerdotes et sublimes ho-
mines et
verecundiam ubique et (add

 non invidiam et gra-
vitatem et consecutionem
veritatis et bonam societa-
tem

In 2 significat multitudi-
nem sensus liciti et bonita-
tem dispositionis sue et ac-
quisitionis et omnis illius
quid superatur ex bono
emptionis et venditionis.

In 2a domo significat multi-
tudinem census

et bonitatem
dispositionis sue et acquisi-
tionis omnis quod spe-
ratur ex bono

venditione et emptio-
ne

In 3 significat scientiam et
sapientiam et iudi-
candi

et bonam fraternita-

In 3a ignificat scien-
tiam om ), sapientiam et

iudi-
candi, et augu-

5

5



tem randi
et bonam fraternitatem

In 4 significat proficuum ex
heredibus et rebus inmobi-
libus et acquistionem eius
quid speratur

ex eo quod speratur
quod sit occultum aut se-
pultum sub terra.

In 4a domo significat om.
proficuum ex heredibus et
rebus immobilibus

om.

Breviloquium Geomantia

Breviloquium quia in prima superius exposuimus particula)  

superius Barbatus

prima particula Breviloquium

particule

Geomantia particule

particula Auctor

Barbatus

Auctor

in prima superius exposuimus particula

particulae particula

5



Geomantia

Ars geomantiae nova

Breviloquium

Geomantia

Geomantia

l’Estimaverunt Indi

Auctor Geomantia

volumine

4. Ancora sulla datazione della Geomantia: 1288 o 1269? 

auctoritas

Geomantia

ad quem o post quem Geomantia

5



Geomantia

Geomantia

secundum quosdam

explicit

5

Geomantia

explicit

5 Geomantia 5

5



5



explicit

explicit

<…>o de<git> rescript

1288 1269

5 5



Liber Archimedis de

insidentibus aque De speculis

Catottrica

Catottrica

Perspectiva

ſ ſ ſ 62

Perspectiva

5  

5 Thesaurus

5



Opticae Thesaurus 5

Geomantia

ſ

Geomantia

Geomantia

5

particule

magistro Arnulpho; de Morbeta  de Morbeca

Ibid.

5



appena delineato ed è proprio il manoscritto Kassel.

ALESSANDRA BECCARISI

UNIVERSITÀ DEL SALENTO

ERRATA CORRIGE:

Pagina 578, sinossi, ultima colonna a destra (dedicata a Bartolomeo da Par-

ma):

Et vocatur domus vite, quia per eam questio occultata in anima apparere in-

cipit et reviviscit sicut fetus aut natus in utero matris de obscuritate exit ad

lucem, spirat et apparet, ita figura in visceribus terre mortua et occultata per

certus motus leggasi Domorum igitur XII prima est ascendens et hec appella-

tur domus uite et ortus eo quod quomodo fuit mortua et erat priusquam fie-

ret nunc autem uiuit, cum in plura sit reducta
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Witelo, ein Philosoph und Naturforscher
des XIII. Jahrhunderts

ü
De arte et scientia geomantiae

Mantik, Schicksal und Freiheit im Mittelalter
ü

Geomancy and Other
Forms of Divination

Mediterranea. International Journal on the Transfer of Knowledge

Mensch und Natur im Mittelalter
5 5

The Astrological Autobiography of a Medieval
Philosopher Henry Bate’s Nativitas (1280-81)

Micrologus. Rivista della Società Internazionale per lo Studio del Medio
Evo Latino Firenze 2

Partim de suo et partim de alieno

Seventh Centenary of the Teaching of Astronomy
1297- 1997

5



Recherches sur une technique divina-
toire: la géomancie dans l’occident médiéval

Guglielmo di Moerbeke O.P. il traduttore delle
opere di Aristotele

Viator 

5 Scriptores Ordinis Praedicatorum Medii Aevi
5

Intentio auctoris utilitas libri
Accessus

Frühmittelalterliche Studien

Dictionary of Scientific Biography

Dizionario Bio-
grafico degli Italiani
5

Tractatus sphaerae
Bollettino di bibliografia e di

storia delle scienze matematiche e fisiche

Geomancy and Other
Forms of Divination

Frühmittelalterliche Studien



Mélanges de l’Ecole française
de Rome. Moyen-Age Temps modernes 5 5 5

Me-
dieval Studies in Honour of Peter Linehan

Dictionary of Scientific Biography
5

Ordinatio
Compilatio Ad litteram: Au-
thoritative Texts and Their Medieval Readers

Geomantia

Geomancy and Other
Forms of Divination

Geomancy Medioevo: Rivista di Storia della filosofia medievale

 Mémoires
scientifiques de Paul Tannery. Sciences exactes chez les Byzantins (1884-
1919 5

Guillaume de Moerbeke.
Recueil d’études à l’occasion du 700 anniversaire de sa mort (1286)



Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos in the Translation of Wil-
liam of Moerbeke. Claudii Ptolemaei Liber Iudicialium

5

Estimaverunt Indi

Geomancy and Other Forms of Divination

Medioevo: Rivista di Storia della filosofia medie-
vale 5



QUANDO DUNS SCOTO HA CAMBIATO IDEA SULLA VOLONTÀ?

LA CAUSA DEL VOLERE SECONDO LA QUAESTIO 6 DELLE

COLLATIONES PARISIENSES

1. Le Collationes parisienses

Collationes parisienses

Collationes oxonienses

5
5



Collationes parisienses

Collationes oxonienses

collationes

Commenti Sentenze

Lectura

Commento Ordinatio

5



Collationes

5 Collationes

Lectura Ordinatio Collationes

Lectura

Ordinatio Ordinatio

Reportationes Commento

collatio Utrum dictamen

intellectus sit principium activum respectu electionis

phantasma

Introduzione
Quodlibet



causa sine

qua non

Lect 5 Utrum actus voluntatis causetur in voluntate

ab obiecto movente ipsam, vel a voluntate movente se ipsam5

via media

5

5 5
Ibid 5
Ibid 5 55

5 5

5

–



Lectura

Ordinatio

5 Lectura

Ordinatio

Lectura

Sentenze

reportationes Rep

Reportata parisiensia10 Rep

Commento Sentenze

Lectura

natura
anima

II 5



causa sine qua non12

2. Il conflitto delle interpretazioni

Lectura

Reportatio

5

– sine
qua non

–

sine qua non

II 5 5

sine quo non

esse,

sine quo non



ć

ć

secundae additiones
5 Prolegomena

Opera omnia Lectura II,

dist. 7-44

ć

Commento

secundae additiones

Ć
5 ć

ibid



ć

Commento

Commento

Prolegomena
ć secundae additones

Additiones magnae’
Commento Sentenze

ć ibid
Prolegomena ć

ć

ć

ć

Reportatio

Reportatio
 Intro-

duction, 



ć

Additones magnae

5

Sentenze

Lectura

causa sine qua non

ć

causa sine qua non via media

causa sine

qua non

ć
ć

ć

5
5 ibid

5  Quaestiones Disputatae



Quodlibet

Lectura

Reportatio

collatio

ibid in toto
 Introduction

Lectura
Reportatio

infra
5

Ibid



3. Analisi dottrinale della collatio 6

collationes

Collationes pari-

sienses

causa sine qua non

collationes

communis opinio



collatio

Etica Nicomachea

Collationes parisienses

5



causa sine qua non

collatio collatio

ab-

solute 5

causa sine qua non

causa sine qua non

pars destruens

Ibid
5 Ibid 5

Ibid



per se

causa sine qua non

causa sine qua non

ratio agendi

causa concurrens causa principalis
5

Ibid 5
Ibid



Lectura

Ibid.
ibid.

Ibid.
Ibid.



5

Quaestiones
Disputatae de anima

5 β incipit α

infra
Collationes parisienses



β

nolit illud

focus

collatio

Ibid
Ibid
Ibid



Reportatio

Reportatio

collatio

Collationes Reportatio

4. Rapporti testuali con la Lectura

collatio Lectura 5

collatio

in via in patria Lectura

Reportatio



collatio

Lectura

Lect 5 Coll. Par 5 Coll. Par 5
5

De anima

Aliter enim esset ponere



55

Preterea, praeter quattuor
genera causarum oporte-
ret ponere aliam causam,
vel reducere causam ‘sine
qua non’ ad aliquam illa-
rum, quia positis omnibus
causis oportet ponere ef-
fectum; unde ‘causa sine
qua non’ vel pertinet ad
removentem prohibens
(sicut removens trabem
est ‘causa sine qua non’
quod grave movetur), vel
reducitur ad approxima-
tionem passi;igitur opor-
tet dicere quod ‘obiectum
cognitum’ sit causa voli-
tionis, vel quod sit secun-
da causa. 5

quintam causam, unde
tunc cessat ‘causa sine
qua non’: nam ‘causa sine
qua non’ vel reducitur ad
| approximationem passi
vel ad remotionem prohi-
bens, sicut devellens co-
lumnam est ‘causa sine
qua non’ motus gravis su-
perpositi.

ergo oportet
quod ‘dictamen intellec-
tus’ vel ‘obiectum habens
esse in dictamine intellec-
tus’ sit per se causa cum
voluntatis respectu elec-
tionis

cod

collatio



5 α

Lectura β

α Lectura

α

reportator

Commento

β

Lectura β

α

β

α α

Exemplum de substantia ignis respectu calefactionis et caloris, necessario requisiti ad
determinandum ipsum ad necessario calefaciendum

 Collationes parisienses



causa sine qua non

Lectura

collatio

Quodlibet 5
5 5

5



Reportatio

sine qua non,

sine quo non.
sine quo

non

5. Notazioni conclusive

Lectura

Commento Sentenze Additiones magnae

sine qua non

 Quaestiones Disputatae,

II 5



Lectura via media

Quodlibet

Reportatio

sine qua non

collatio

causa sine qua

non

Collationes parisienses collatio

causa sine qua non

collationes



causa sine qua non

collatio

Sentenze

Collationes

Sentenze

5

6. Criteri di edizione

in toto Collationes parisienses

collatio

5
Collationes Parisienses Ordinatio

Collationes Parisienses
collationes

Sententiae Book
collationes

Sententiae Ordinatio
Reportatio Parisiensis Collationes Parisienses

Lectura Ordinatio
Lectura



5

α

β

5

collatio

collatio

α

β

α

α

β



Collationes parisienses, quaestio 6

Utrum dictamen intellectus sit principium activum respectu electionis

5

om

om. per hom
5 om

om



Etichorum
5

Ethicorum16

5

add. s. l
add. et del

5 Eth. Nic 5
om. per hom.

Eth. Nic 5 5

inv

inv
5

om
add



Ethicorum

5

5

om
om

om

add

5 add

om add



5

5 5

5

5 5

55 5

5 5

inv
inv

om
add

5

5 add. et del
5 om
5 add add
5 inv
5 add
55
5
5 om
5



5

5

5

inv

5 om

om
inv

om. per hom.



5

5

add. et del

5 iter
om

inv

om

om. per hom
5

om

5



5

om. per hom

add
add

add. i. m

add add
5 inv

om
om

inv
om. per hom



5

5

om

5

om

5



5

add

om
om om

om
5
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 Opera omnia, è
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UN APPELLO AL SULTANO BAYEZID II DI UN LATINO CONVERTITO

ALL’ISLAM ED UNO “PSEFISMA” DI ISIDORO DI KIEV PER LA

CONCORDIA UNIVERSALE
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5
5



5



5



Ad Timotheum de Mohamme-

dis impietate

ʻ ʼ ʻ ʼ

5

ʻ ʼ

Codices Barberiniani Graeci I 5

Codices Barberiniani Graeci I 5



5 Ethica Nicomachea

5

ʻ ʼ ʻ ʼ

ʻ ʼ

5 Ibid.
Ibid.
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5 Sulla verità della fede

5 5



cristiana

Comparationes philosophorum Aristotelis et Platonis

5

imperator Romanorum monarcha totius orbis

De sceleribus et infelicitate perfidi Turchi ac de spurcitia et feditate gentis et secte sue



monarcha totius

orbis

Comparationes9 cardinalis

Rutenus

Comparationes

Leggi
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Amyris

Hecatelegium

Ibid.



5

Dizionario Bio-
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5

grafico degli Italiani

5

5
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***
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Psefisma

.
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L’Europa divisa e i nuovi mondi. Per Adriano Prosperi

Epigrammatum libri quat-
tuor. Distichorum libri duo. De bello Gallico. De laudibus Veronae. Elegiarum liber
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IL NIDO DELLA RONDINE. 

DUE LEZIONI DI POMPONAZZI SU PHYS. II, T. 80

reportationes

De immortalite animae 5

De incantationibus De fato

5

5

.

Fisica 5

reportatio 5
5 v v P 5

5

5
5



5 dubitationes

textus 5

textus

 

infra

reportatio textus 5
r v A

infra
5 5 Physica
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5

infra
5 5 Physica
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imaginatio

comprehensio

Fisica

reportatores

expositor

reportatio 5
Dubia

r An animalia, puta hirundines, fa-
ciant nidum per naturam quae est materia aut per causam quae est forma

reportatio Dubium Marginale
5 reportatio

5 Examen
textus

reportator
reportatio Examen

textus
terminus

Physica expositio
5

littera reportatio
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1. Il Dubium del 1514
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maximum fundamentum

Examen 5
Les confins incertains de l’ordre naturel (XIIe- XVIe siècle)

5 Dubium
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5 Physica 5 5

ed.
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ribaldi et poltroni
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ms.

ribaldi et poltroni



in universali  

Metafisica
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Metaphysicae
quidam hebraeus

Metafisica, 5
In Apostolorum Symbolum iuxta Peripateticorum dogma
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quidam hebraeus 5
Expositio in duodecimum Metaphysicae
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textus reportatio
5

5 5
5

, 5
expositio



physis

5

5

Ibid.
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De potentia
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5 Ibid.
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ac si

natura tempore

Ibid.

Ibid.

De anima

Ibid.
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modi di-

cendi

Expositio in libros octo De physico auditu Aristotelis

grandis et profunda dubitatio

ms.
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indita

impetus

bene fortunatus.  cognitio vel impetus

 notitia

vel providentia futurorum
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Ibid. 5
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Ibid.
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inclinatio
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scientia infusa

prudentia naturalis

impetus

5

reprobatio
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» Paraphrasis
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intellectus sanctus
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Ibid.



distincte
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modus construendi
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non per cognitionem
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habitus dispositio
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reportatio

De anima Utrum

potentiae animae distinguantur realiter ab anima difficilis
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5 5

scientia constructionis

ve-

Nominales 5 55 5
Infra

5 incipit r
Physicorum



rum artificium

solutio

5

imaginatus sum alias

elicere

species insensata

intentio
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inchoative
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alias vis aestimativa

agere per naturam
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De immortalitate animae
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5 Apologia
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5 Virtus 5 De memoria et reminiscentia
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imaginatus sum alias
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5 Dubium
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2. L’Examen del 1519
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gia De incantationibus
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De fato
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De fato
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quamdiu

De interpretatione H 4 H5

immutabilità . H5

Ibid H9

H9 H11
immutari non potest .



necessarium ineuitabile

ineuitabile est quod nullo modo

potest permutari

determinato

determinatum necessarium est cuius causa non potest impediri per casum vel per

utrumlibet licet possit permutari

conseguente necessarium consequens

H5 5



H 4 H5

necessarium

determinatum necessarium consequens

De hypotheticis syllogismis

SH2 5 H5

assoluta

omni tempore

non possunt permutari

Socrates impermutabiliter est substantia

5 SH2
necessarium ineuitabile H9

SH2

SH2

5



De interpretatione H4

H5

necessarium De interpretatione

H4

necessarium simplex  pro impermutabile

H4

inevitabilità

ineuitabile neces-

SH2 
H9 H11 Dialectica

H4 H5

H4
necesse si al-

bus est, necesse est
necesse est impermutabile est hominem mori, solem oriri

necesse

impermutabilitas necessitas simplex



sarium5 .

H9
5

Dialectica5

 quod autem necessarium est, sempiternum est nec

principium novit H9

immutabilità incommutabilitas

5

necessità

necessarium possibile

 Necesse autem hic quod ineuita-

bile dicitur accipimus, id est cum sit, non potest non esse, uel cum non sit, non

potest esse 5

quod natura rerum exigit  compellit 55

5 necessarium  ineuita-
bile ; necessarii

5 Ibid.  5

5
5 ibid.

5 Ibid. 5

H9 supra
55



Dialectica

natura

quod natura rerum non repugnat quod natura patitur 5

H9 H11 Dialectica

assolutamente necessarie

determinate

Necesse est Socratem esse ho-

minem quamdiu Socrates est

5 5 5
5 5 5 5 5 5

Dialectica 5 5 H9
M3

55 De divisione B9
5 Categorie C27

De propo-
sitionibus modalibus 



necesse est hominem esse animal quamdiu est homo 5

Logica Ingredientibus
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5 5 5
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Dialectica5

Logica Ingredientibus Glossae Doctrine Ser-

monum De propositionibus modalibus  Summa Dialetice Artis

necessarium

5 5

H13

le cui contraddittorie non possono essere

5
5 De interpretatione

quae necessariae sunt, sempiterne sunt et principia aliarum rerum, ut Deus et mens ex
ipso nata, quae eterna sunt

Si enim necesse est, incommutabiliter ue-
rum est

5 5



vere

H9 H11

Dialectica H13

4. La distinzione fra necessità assoluta e necessità determinata

absolute

Necesse est Deum esse immortalem

Possibile est auem uolare

H13



dum quamdiu

Necesse est Socratem habere cor dum uiuit Possibile est Socratem legere quamdiu

permanet deter-

minationes extrasumptae

dum

Necesse est Socratem sedere dum sedet

intrasumptae

de
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μετὰ διορισμοῦ
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M1 M3
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De hypotheticis syllogismis De in-

terpretatione

5 5
atemporale indi-
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, 5



logica ibrida

nominals

now

De interpretatione

H9

necessitas modalis

H9

5



in respectu praesentis existentiae

Quamuis hec necessitas existendi et non exi-

stendi conueniat rebus eo respectu quo presentialiter sunt uel non sunt, non tamen

conuenit eis absolute eadem necessitas

H9

H4

Hoc ha-

H9

in respectu presentis existentie, ut Socrates
sedens necessario sedet, idest ita sedet quod determinatum est eum sedere respectu presentis ses-
sionis

determi-
natum euentum habere in eo respectu quo presentialiter existit

Qua-
muis hec necessitas existendi et non existendi conueniat rebus eo respectu quo presentialiter
sunt uel non sunt, non tamen conuenit eis absolute eadem necessitas

non omne quod est, necesse est esse absolute

ibid

Que autem enim euenerunt postquam euenerunt, euenisse determi-
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Socrates non fuit asinus
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Deus est immortalis
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se est deum esse immortalem
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cognoscibilis ex existentia sui cognoscibilis ex actu

cognoscibilis ex natura

De in-

terpretatione

p non-p
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potentia Dialectica

Bene enim tota eius natura pateretur ut et tempore suo uisionem

suscipisset et eam in uita sua custodisset, ut numqum in eo caecitas contingisset

repugnantia

Ibid. 5



Conclusione

necessità

necessarium

5

inevitabilità omnitempora-

lità immutabilità semplice assoluta

temporalmente determinata



Abelardo e gli altri maestri suoi contemporanei, ma questo campo è per tanti

aspetti ancora in attesa di uno studio approfondito.
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ABSTRACTS

Fiorella Retucci, «Magister Thomas Anglicus Minor». Tommaso di York fon-

te dell’Expositio di Bertoldo di Moosburg, pp. 1–41

Berthold of Moosburg had the whole Sapientiale by Thomas of York con-

stantly at hand when writing his commentary on Proclus. Even thought Ber-

thold never refers by name to the English Franciscan except in his tabula auc-

toritatum, where Thomas is registered as «Magister Thomas Anglicus minor»,

he quotes extensively and verbatim from the Sapientiale throughout his Expo-

sitio of Proclus; astoundingly, Berthold quotes more from Thomas than he

does from his Dominican predecessors in the Teutonic Province, Albert the

Great, Ulrich of Strassburg and Dietrich of Freiberg. The following articles

describes the presence of Thomas of York in Berthold of Moosburg’s Expositio

super Elementationem theologicam. An appendix provides a systematic

investigation of the relationship between the texts of the two authors.

Keywords: Berthold of Moosburg; Expositio super Elementationem theologicam;

Thomas of York; Sapientiale.

Stefan Kirschner, Albertino Rinaldi da Salso on the Motion of Elements and

Mixed Bodies in a Void, pp. 42–70

In his questio on the motion of elements and mixed bodies in a void the Italian
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professor of practical medicine, Albertino Rinaldi da Salso di Piacenza (Alb-

ertinus de Rainaldis de Placentia, also known as Albertino da Piacenza), held

the clearly non-Aristotelian view that an element in a void would not move

instantaneously, but successively. To prove his conclusion Albertino draws to

a large degree on arguments proposed by Richard Kilvington. Among the

few 14th century authors who rejected Aristotle’s account of motion in a va-

cuum Kilvington had presented the most thorough analysis of this subject.

While Kilvington is known for his sophisticated argumentation and en-

tangled style of presenting and sometimes nearly hiding his own opinions,

Albertino’s treatise is better structured, and his conclusions are brought out

more clearly. His disputation is an impressive testimony to the impact of

Kilvington’s views of motion in a void.

Keywords: Albertino Rinaldi da Salso; Richard Kilvington; vacuum; void;

motion in a void.

Roberto Pinzani, Some Notes on Predication, pp. 71–82

In the Categories Aristotle defines the analytic relationship of ‘being said’ in

terms of ordinary categorical predication. The interpreters found themselves

facing different interpretative problems, among others the meaning of cat-

egorial terms, how to understand the predication relation or the predication

relations, what properties these relations have, etc. In the present brief contri-

bution I consider two questions concerning transitivity and the metaphysical

meaning of Aristotelian definitions.

Keywords: Aristotle; Categories; ‘being said’; predication; transitivity.
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Franco De Capitani, L’orizzonte ‘sensibile’ del pensiero manicheo dell’Ago-

stino ventisettenne e le fonti della sua informazione filosofica, secondo gli

apporti della critica recente, pp. 83–124

The purpose of this essay is to highlight the internal logic of Augustine’s

thought as expressed in his De pulchro et apto, in order to provide a general in-

terpretative key enabling the mapping of the various indications of sources,

passages and concepts used by Augustine. Accordingly, this purpose is es-

sentially twofold: (1) a logical and doctrinal exploration of Augustine’s De

pulchro et apto (which is not just a treatment of the problem of beauty in a

Manichaean perspective, but an exposition of the whole philosophy of the

young, Manichean Augustine, in metaphysics, ethics, physics, cosmology,

aesthetics, psychology and theology), and (2) a bibliographical update con-

cerning the contents of this work and its Manichean cultural and philosophic-

al context.

Keywords: Augustine; De pulchro et apto; sources; Manicheism.

Jean Celeyrette, Une question de perspective disputée à Erfurt partiellement

copiée sur une question d’Oresme, pp. 125–179

Here, we give the first edition of a question De apprehensione rerum per visum

disputed at Erfurt, probably around 1350–1355. It has the same title as a ques-

tion by Oresme, and we can observe that it often borrows to this last one. It is

situated in the frame of the perspectivist studies in the new eastern European

universities. Above all, it is a rare testimony of the Nicole Oresme’s influence

on the studies in these universities.

Keywords: Nicole Oresme; De apprehensione rerum per visum; perspectiva; Er-

1147



furt.

Loris Sturlese, A proposito dell’attribuzione a Eckhart delle Collationes tra-

mandate dal codice Cusano 21, pp. 180–198

This paper examines the attribution to Eckhart of the unpublished collationes

contained in the MS Bernkastel-Kues, Bibliothek des St. Nikolaus-Hospitals

21. Eckhart’s authorship was excluded by Koch, but is plausible from the

point of view of the history of the manuscript tradition. The paper announces

the discovery of a series of similar collationes in a Lüneburg manuscript of

Franciscan origin and highlights, through the edition of the texts relating to

Advent, some parallels between both works, probably depending on the use

of a common source. 

Keywords: Eckhart; MS Cusanus 21; collationes.

Aurélien Robert, Désir de persévérer dans l’être et mort volontaire chez Ni-

cole Oresme, pp. 199–239

In his commentary on Aristotle’s Physics, Nicole Oresme raises a question

that he is apparently the first to ask in these terms, in such a context: do all

beings have the desire to persevere into being? Before him, this question is

not found in any of the medieval commentaries on Aristotle’s Physics. But

after him it became canonical until at least the 16th century, since it can be

found in Pietro Pomponazzi’s works for example. The novelty here consists

in questioning the validity of Averroes’ thesis, in his own commentary on the

Physics, according to which all beings have the desire to persist into being, us-

ing the Augustinian analysis of voluntary death and suicide. How can we ex-
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plain that one can freely put an end to his days if he is naturally inclined by a

desire for life and even for eternity? Oresme’s solution consists in justifying

not only the possibility, but also the moral obligation to accept death under

certain conditions. In most cases, we do not really want to die. The desperate

man wishes to cancel his misfortune and the heroic man who sacrifices him-

self for his country wishes to immortalize himself in the memory of other

men. From a moral point of view, Nicole Oresme justifies only one case of

voluntary death: that of individual sacrifice for the common good. The aim of

this paper is to analyze precisely this important turning point in the long his-

tory of the notion of conatus in the West by comparing this quaestio from the

commentary on the Physics with the glosses that accompany the French trans-

lation of the Nicomachean Ethics realised by Oresme at the court of Charles V.

Keywords: Nicole Oresme; Physics; Pietro Pomponazzi; death; suicide; being.

Onorato Grassi, La critica di Robert Holcot alla causalità, pp. 240–262

Robert Holcot discusses the principle of causality in q. 3 of Determinationes, a

text also preserved in q. 53 (ms. Cambridge, Pembroke College, 236) and q. 58

(ms. Oxford, Balliol College, 246) of Quodlibet I. In this text, Holcot maintains

that the relation of causality is not evident. He gives two reasons: first, he

calls into question the distinction between cause and effect – since the effect is

not encompassed in the cause, it cannot necessarily follow from the cause –

and second, he invokes the possibility that God has to produce an effect en-

tirely independent of any natural cause. The solution envisaged by Holcot

understands the knowledge of causality as a case of probable knowledge

(probabiliter). The relation of causality stems from observing the repetition of
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the relations between two res, so that when a res is present one can expect an-

other to be present. The present article has two appendices: the first contains

the version of the text conserved in mss Pembroke and Balliol, the second in-

stead contains the version conserved in the ms. Düsseldorf, Universitäts-und

Landesbibliothek, ms. F. 5 and in some early-modern printed editions.

Keywords: Robert Holcot; Determinationes; causality; God; probable know-

ledge.

Gian Pietro Soliani, Essere è volere. Il problema dell’onnipotenza in Duns

Scoto, pp. 263–358

The aim of this article is to examine Duns Scotus’ account of divine omnipo-

tence. I shall firstly consider his doctrine of the objective possible and the dis-

tinction between logical potency and metaphysical potency. Secondly, by

drawing on Scotus’ main texts on divine omnipotence (especially the Quod-

libet VII), I will argue that, in his view, God’s omnipotence is not demon-

strable, but at the same time is not an irrational concept, as Aristotle and

many Medieval philosophi claimed. Finally, I shall discuss the connection

between Scotus’ theory of being and that of the superiority of the will over

the intellect.

Keywords: Duns Scotus; Quodlibet; omnipotence; being; will.

Marco Bertozzi, Gli ultimi (e avvelenati) giorni della breve e luminosa vita

di Giovanni Pico della Mirandola: un “giallo” rinascimentale, pp. 359–371

Giovanni Pico della Mirandola was (probably) poisoned by his secretary,
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Cristoforo da Casalmaggiore, as Marin Sanudo testifies in his Diarii. After Pi-

co’s remains exhumation, some years ago, it was also supposed that the main

responsible of the poisoning was Marsilio Ficino. The purpose of this paper is

to trace the ‘romance’ sources of this strange supposition.

Keywords: Giovanni Pico della Mirandola; Cristoforo da Casalmaggiore;

Marsilio Ficino; Renaissance; Platonic philosophy.

Silvana Vecchio, Peccatum pessimum. L’ira nella Moralis philosophia di

Ruggero Bacone, pp. 372–394

The analysis of the moral doctrines contained in the Moralis philosophia of Ro-

ger Bacon reveals the central place reserved to the vice of anger. Bacon con-

siders it a very serious sin, which goes against the human nature and makes

many devastating effects on individuals and their social relations. Bacon’s

moral doctrines are based on a source that has been recently rediscovered,

Seneca’s De ira. Bacon is one of the first authors to quote extensively that

work. Bacon’s enthusiasm for the Latin philosopher is the result of his convic-

tion of the superiority of pagan philosophers over the Christians, especially

in the field of ethics. The knowledge of the ancients, which is necessary for

the life of individuals and for the proper function of institutions, is a duty for

Christian thinkers.

Keywords: Roger Bacon; Moralis philosophia; anger; Seneca; Pagan philosoph-

ers.
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Fabio Zanin, Le radici logiche e metafisiche della filosofia naturale parigina:

volontà e ordine della natura nel pensiero di Buridano, pp. 395–432

Till just few decades ago, scholars used to use the label ‘Ockhamism’ to mark

a turning-point in the history of mediaeval philosophy, above all in the his-

tory of natural philosophy. That turning-point was exemplified by the once

so-called ‘Buridanian school’, today known simply as ‘Parisian school of nat-

ural philosophy’, whose leading representative was for sure John Buridan.

But looking carefully at some crucial points of the Picard master’s idea of

‘nature’, concerning specifically the relationship between God and secondary

causes on one side, and the role played by free will, both the divine and the

human one, on the other side, one will find out that Buridan’s ‘Ockhamism’ is

at least questionable: Scotus’ modal logic is the conceptual framework, within

which he redetermines the boundaries of natural laws, but the ‘pure ockham-

ist’ idea of the prevalence of the will on the intellect in God’s nature is the

source of an image of the world in which voluntary behaviours and natural

laws are intertwined. Therefore, Buridan’s natural philosophy results as a pe-

culiar synthesis of two of the main divergent lines of thinking of late medi-

aeval philosophy.

Keywords: modal logic; possible world; free will; natural law; secondary

causes.

Jack Zupko, Nicole Oresme, Dualist, pp. 433–465

According to Nicole Oresme (c. 1320-1382), human beings, unlike all other

animals, consist of two substances: a thinking substance and a sensing sub-

stance. This paper presents and explores the arguments Oresme uses to arrive
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at this position, which is unusual in medieval philosophical psychology and

which at least superficially -- though their methods are completely different --

resembles what Descartes concluded about the nature of the human soul and

body two and a half centuries later. The paper also considers some moments

of ambivalence in Oresme’s presentation, as well as unresolved difficulties,

several of which have theological as well as philosophical implications.

Keywords: dualism; hylomorphism; substance; soul/body; form/matter; in-

herence; extension; intellect; sensation; human nature; Aristotelian psycho-

logy; Oresme; Buridan.

Simone Fellina, Platone a Ferrara: il De providentia ad sententiam Platonis

et Platonicorum liber unus di Tommaso Giannini, pp. 466–553

Tommaso Giannini (1556-1638) was a prominent professor at the Ferrara Stu-

dium between the sixteenth and the seventeenth century. Probably influenced

by Platonic sympathies nurtured by the Court and partly by the University

milieu, in 1587 he published his first work titled De providentia ad sententiam

Platonis et Platonicorum liber unus, which was a catalyst for his academic ca-

reer. His De providentia displays a large amount of sources always tacitly

used: Marsilio Ficino, Jacques Charpentier, Giulio Serina, Stefano Tiepolo,

Teofilo Zimara, Bessarion, Agostino Steuco, Giovanni Pico della Mirandola

and amid the ancients Plotinus, Plutarch, Sirianus, Proclus (read through

Teofilo Zimara and Leonico Tomeo), Iamblichus, Apuleius, Calcidius, Am-

monius, Psellus. Though a compilative work, the De providentia retains non-

etheless a great importance insofar as it contributes to focus the bibliotheca pla-

tonica of the time, furthermore in the same years and place of Francesco Pat-
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rizi da Cherso’s teaching.

Keywords: Renaissance Platonism; sources; providence; One, Intellect, World

Soul; demonology; astrology; human souls; metempsychosis.

Alessandra Beccarisi, Qualche considerazione sulla Geomantia attribuita a

Guglielmo di Moerbeke, pp. 554–603

This article presents a few research findings related to the Geomantia attrib-

uted to William of Moerbeke. It consists of three sections: The first provides

evidence for the classification of the Geomantia within the genre of the medi-

eval compilations. The second includes a comparison of the Geomantia with

the Ars geomantie nova of Batholomew of Parma and a few considerations on

the datation of the treatise attributed to Moerbeke, based on this assessment.

The third brings to the attention of scholars an unpublished marginal note

concerning the date of composition of the Geomantia.

Keywords: Medieval Geomancy; Guillelmus de Moerbeke; Bartholomaeus

Parmensis; Witelo; Perspectiva.

Guido Alliney, Quando Duns Scoto ha cambiato idea sulla volontà? La

causa del volere secondo la quaestio 6 delle Collationes parisienses, pp. 604–

640

The paper deals with the question of the development of Duns Scotus’

thought on the causes of the will: is the intellect a contributory cause of the

choice (as claimed in the writings of the Oxford period), or is it only an occa-

sion for it (as stated in the last works, written in Paris)? The collatio 6, prob-
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ably discussed in 1301, immediately after the arrival of the Scottish theolo-

gian in Paris, still defends the doctrine of the intellect as a contributory cause

of the will, and therefore represents the last text preceding the turn of Scotus

towards the theory that assigns to the intellect the role of mere causa sine qua

non. This theory was widespread in Paris and supported by the Master of

Scotus, Gonsalvus of Spain, who probably heavily influenced the doctrinal

change of Scotus.

Keywords: Duns Scotus; Gonsalvus of Spain; Collationes parisienses; will; caus-

ality.

Franco Bacchelli, Un appello al sultano Bayezid II di un latino convertito

all’Islam ed uno “Psefisma” di Isidoro di Kiev per la concordia universale,

pp. 641–656

This paper contains the first edition of a Latin poem preserved in cod. Barb.

gr. 127, written by a Latin converted to Islam who urges the Sultan Bayezid II

to come in Italy and to establish in Rome a “Universal Monarchy”. In the ap-

pendix it is provided the Italian translation of an utopian text by Isidor of

Kiev, dealing with a future general gathering of the Hellenes to promote a

more general council composed by wise men coming from all lands, with the

purpose to reach a philosophical and religious concordia. 

Keywords: Isidor of Kiev; Bayezid II; universal monarchy; concordia.

Vittoria Perrone Compagni, Il nido della rondine. Due lezioni di Pomponaz-

zi su Phys. II, t. 80, pp. 657–721

This paper focuses on two short dubitationes on animal’s technical abilities,
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which Pietro Pomponazzi discussed in 1514 and in 1519 while teaching at the

University of Bologna and commenting on Aristotle’s Physica, II, t. 80. A com-

parative analysis between the respective positions, expressed at a distance of

five years, allows to retrace the change in Pomponazzi’s thoughts from the

period immediately preceding the composition of De immortalitate animae to

the writing of the De incantationibus and De fato.

Keywords: animals; teleology; natural instinct; astrology; virtus aestimativa;

prophecy; determinism.

Pietro B. Rossi, A lezione dall’Argiropulo. Gli appunti di Bartolomeo Fonzio

sui Secondi analitici, pp. 722–775

In their pioneering, masterly research and survey on Bartolomeo Fonzio’s

manuscripts, published in 1974, Stefano Caroti and Stefano Zamponi in-

formed the reader that the Ms. Ricc. 152 of the Riccardiana Library in

Florence was a huge amount of notebooks with notes taken by Fonzio while

attending the Studium in Florence. Among them Caroti and Zamponi called

the reader’s attention to the notes Fonzio took when he went to Argyro-

poulos’ lessons on the Posterior Analytics. In this essay the reader finds a tran-

scription of those notes, preceded by some comments on the sources from

which the outstanding commentator is likely to have drawn and which can

be picked out from the fragmentary notes, that is John Philoponus and Paul

of Venice.

Keywords: Aristotle; Posterior Analytics; John Argyropoulos; Bartolomeo

Fonzio; Paul of Venice.
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Christophe Grellard, Nominalisme et démonologie. L’imputabilité des

croyances et le problème de l’hétérodoxie chez Guillaume de Manderston, pp.

776–811

In his Bipartitum in morali philosophia, the Scottish philosopher William of

Manderston, a pupil of John Mair, and an ockhamist philosopher, is quoting

a text of Antonin of Padova who distinguishes the factum opened to a juridic-

al qualification from the inner belief, known by God alone. Quoting the same

text, the authors of the Malleus maleficarum try hard to distinguish three dis-

tinct fields, the inner beliefs which belongs to God, the exterior acts, the facts,

which are relevant for the judges, and the third field, which establishes a rela-

tion between the fact and the beliefs. This third field is proper to the inquisit-

ors. Against this ethics of imputability, Manderston, relying on Ockham’s

ethics, advocates an intentionalist ethics which depends on a sharp separa-

tion between interiority and exteriority. The soteriological dimension of the

question entirely belongs to the inner life, whereas the exteriority is strictly

disciplinary. By his radicality, Manderston appears as a paradigm of the

modern dichotomy between conscience and law, Paolo Prodi once pointed

out as a cornerstone of the religious modernity. 

Keywords: intention; belief; imputability; heresy; will; interiority.

Fabrizio Amerini, Guglielmo di Ockham, l’onnipotenza divina e l’intuizione

del non-esistente, pp. 812–877

In this essay, we reconsider two themes particularly discussed by the inter-

preters of Ockham: that of divine omnipotence and the hypothesis of the in-

tuitive cognition of non-existent things. The purpose is to show that the hy-
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pothetical case considered by Ockham was subjected to opposite interpreta-

tions. For theological reasons, Ockham attributes not only to God but also to

human beings the possibility of having acts of intuitive cognition of things

that do not exist; nonetheless, he holds that it is contradictory for God to give

us the evident cognition of things that appear to be present when they are ac-

tually absent. Walter Chatton opposes this conclusion, arguing that no con-

tradiction ensues from that hypothesis. Instead, he believes that it is im-

possible for God to give us the intuition of things that absolutely do not exist

or are in no way present to us. Ockham’s arguments include some difficulties

that Chatton acutely sees and discusses. In particular, Chatton calls into ques-

tion Ockham’s missed distinction between the existence and the presence of

the intuited thing.

Keywords: William of Ockham; Walter Chatton; God; omnipotence; intu-

ition; existence.

Iolanda Ventura – Marco Forlivesi, L’immagine della medicina nelle lezioni

inaugurali padovane: a margine del progetto DArIL, pp. 878–940

Starting from texts and data collected during the installation of the online

database DArIL (Digital Archive of Inaugural Lectures at Renaissance and

Early Modern Universities), the paper presents some results of this work. It is

divided in two sections: in the first one, Marco Forlivesi describes DArIL, its

structure, content, aims, and potential. In the second part, Iolanda Ventura at-

tempts to distinguish the various types of lectiones inaugurales by focusing on

specific texts dealing with medicine produced at the Universities of Padua,

Jena, and Helmstedt during the Eighteenth Century.
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Keywords: History of the university; DArIL; inaugural lectures (lectiones in-

augurales); Padua; Jena; Helmstedt; History of medicine.

Cristiano Casalini, On Doctrine and Discipline: The Conimbricenses on the

Beginning of Posterior Analytics, pp. 941–973

The issue on whether knowledge can be possibly transmitted and in which

order from the teacher to his students has been a hot topic since ancient

Greece. Plato and Aristotle, Augustine and Thomas Aquinas, just to mention

two of the most famous philosophical “couples” apparently dissented from

each other on this point. In this paper, I analyze the Conimbricenses’ thought

on this topic by interpreting their commentary to the first lines of the Posterior

Analytics. Assessing the Conimbricenses’ thought on this topic provide fur-

ther insights on the general attitude of Jesuit philosophers toward their philo-

sophical binding authorities, namely Aristotle and Thomas Aquinas.

Keywords: Conimbricenses; Jesuits; Posterior Analytics; knowledge; teaching.

Dino Buzzetti, Parafrasando Vignaux. Il posto della logica nella storia del

pensiero medievale, pp. 974–1044

A sound historiographical account of the role of logic in the development of

medieval philosophical and theological reflection requires a thorough exam-

ination of its historical roots and its theoretical implications. An apparent his-

toriographical bias, due to the idea that only the development of contempor-

ary formal logic enables a proper reconstruction of the whole history of logic,

can be exposed by taking into account the case of the medieval discussions on

the topics, starting from their late-antiquity legacy. An attentive inspection of
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the successive stages of the gradual formalisation process of medieval topical

logic brings to the fore significant theoretical aspects in the philosophy of lo-

gic, all too often left aside in common contemporary discussions. In particu-

lar, the distinction between topical maxims and topical differences, or prin-

ciples according to and principles from which an inference is drawn, highlights

the specific nature of a major part of medieval logic, that deals with meta-lo-

gical issues by means of higher-order logical resources. It is precisely this spe-

cial character of medieval logic that proves to be of the highest significance in

the discussion of the most subtle theological—and just as well philosophical

—questions that engaged medieval authors, thus testifying to the essential

role of logic in the overall development of medieval thought.

Keywords: logic; medieval philosophy; meta-logic.

Irene Binini, Riflessioni sul concetto di necessità nella prima metà del XII

secolo, pp. 1045–1088

In this essay, I consider some logical treatises and commentaries from the first

decades of the 12th century (many of which are still unedited) which contain a

discussion on modalities and modal logic. After presenting a short catalogue

of these sources and a description of their common features, I shall focus on

some definitions of the modal term “necessarium” which are provided in

them. As we will see, Abelard and logicians of his time advanced three differ-

ent characterizations of this term: necessity was either defined in terms of un-

avoidability (ineuitabilitas), or in terms of immutability and omnitemporality

(impermutabilitas, sempiternitas), or again in terms of absolute necessity as op-

posed to conditioned one (necessitas absoluta vs. determinata). I argue that the
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temporal understanding of necessity in terms of omnitemporality, inherited

from ancient sources and extensively used by Abelard and others in the first

years of the twelfth-century, started to disappear in texts datable from

around the 1120, perhaps due to several difficulties that were related to this

definition when applied in logical contexts. I also discuss how the notion of

necessitas determinata was used by Abelard’s contemporaries to qualify the

modal status of present and past events, which were generally believed to be

necessary only in a “weak” and harmless sense that did not prevent them

from being contingent.

Keywords: Peter Abelard; twelfth-century logic; medieval theories of modal-

ities; necessity; absolute vs. conditioned necessity.

Pasquale Porro, Il filosofo, il poeta e l’arcivescovo. Qualche precisazione

sulla fine di Sigieri di Brabante, pp. 1089-1144

By reconsidering all the available sources (from Simon du Val’s inquisitorial

summons of November 1276 to the Continuatio brabantina, from the Fiore to

the X canto of Dante’s Paradiso, from William of Tocco to Peckham’s letters)

the article calls into question the thesis – still widely shared – according to

which Siger of Brabant died in Italy, and more precisely in Orvieto, at the

Papal Court, before November 1284. Above all, from a doctrinal point of

view, it shows how it is completely implausible that Peckham could refer to

Siger of Brabant when, in his letter to the University of Oxford of November

10, 1284, he mentions two Seculars as the main defenders or ‘inventors’ of the

thesis of the uniqueness of the substantial form in the human compound. The

end of Siger in Italy could thus be, for the most part, a ‘black legend’, like that

1161



of the poisoning of Thomas Aquinas on behalf of Charles of Anjou. The art-

icle closes by showing some possible implications, even of a methodological

nature, of this different approach.

Keywords: Siger of Brabant; John Peckham; Dante Alighieri; Il Fiore; unique-

ness of the substantial form; uniqueness of the possible intellect; Thomas

Aquinas; Peter of John Olivi.
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