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potentially plays an important role in selection of appropriate social meaning. Our findings 
may have relevance to understanding mechanisms underlying prodromal social dysfunction, 
which may be targeted in future remediation interventions.  
 
 

Symposium 14: The body and the self 

Friday 24 September 09:00 – 10:30 

Symposium chaired by Gabriella Bottini 

 
The sense of ownership of body parts is a crucial component of a normal body representation. 
There are a number of neurological and psychiatric diseases that may induce a profound 
impairment of this body image. Right cerebral damage for example are frequently associated 
with motor anosognosia and a delusional feeling of non belonging of one's own paralyzed 
limb, somatoparaphrenia. As these two symptoms are almost invariably linked, their lesion 
correlates are still contradictory also considering the limited number of anatomical group 
studies. Furthermore whether motor anosognosia relies on the spared functioning of the 
intention-programming system is still unclear. Hysteria dramatically changes self body 
awareness and motor volition and these manifestations have been explained in terms of 
inhibitory control processes; similar mechanisms have also been proposed for the hypnotic 
state. However no information is available for the neural circuits involved in such situations. 
The compulsive need of non psychotic individuals to have one of more of their extremities 
removed still represents an enigma as there is no evidence of a clear neuropsychological 
dysfunction underlying this incongruity between the body and the self. 
 
In this symposium an attempt to discuss the issue of the body and the self will be made in the 
frame of neurological and psychiatric symptoms which may help in clarifying some anatomical, 
neurophysiological and cognitive processes underpinning self awareness and body 
representation. 
 
 
Can non-veridical body awareness influence action execution? Evidence from 
anosognosia for hemiplegia 
Lorenzo Pia 
Psychology Department and Neuroscience Institute of Turin (NIT), University of Turin, Italy 
 
In anosognosia for hemiplegia (i.e., unawareness of motor deficits), body awareness may be 
so impaired that patients believe that they have moved the paralyzed limb. We recently 
argued that this impaired awareness may rely on the spared functioning of the intention-
programming system. Accordingly, we have predicted that during bimanual motor acts, 
anosognosics would have shown an influence of intended (but unexecutable) contralesional 
hand movements on the (actual) ipsilesional hand movements (bimanual coupling effect). 
Here we discuss the effects of ‘proximal’ and ‘distal’ components of the intended action on 
execution. In the first study, anosognosics were requested to reach for easy target (near/large) 
with one hand and difficult target (far/small) with the other. The right hand’s movement times 
towards the easy target slowed down when patients claimed having moved it together with 
the left (plegic) hand towards the difficult target. In the second study, patients had to perform 
bimanual congruent movements (both hands drew vertical lines) and bimanual non-congruent 
movements (right hand drew a vertical line, left hand a circle). The right hand trajectory in 
bimanual non-congruent movement was ovalized with respect to the non-congruent condition. 
Our results indicate that the defective body awareness in anosognosics arise from the 
intention-programming system which affects the motor parameters of the unimpaired limb 
when patients have the false belief of simultaneously moving the impaired limb. 

 55


	Welcome address
	Organisation 
	Local Organizing Committee
	Executive committee
	Faculty
	Scientific Committee 
	ESN Scientific Advisory Board
	Board Dutch Neuropsychological Society


	General information
	Conference venue
	Dinner location
	Certificates of attendance
	Lost and found
	Cloakroom
	Conference information desk
	Registration fee
	Conference sponsors

	Lunch, coffee and tea
	Smoking
	Emergency

	Map of the venue
	 Social events
	Welcome reception 
	Tuesday 21 September 17:00 – 19:00 (open to all / free)
	Boat trip 
	Wednesday 22 September 18:00 – 19:00(open to all / free)

	Conference dinner 
	Wednesday 22 September 19:00 – 22:30 (on registration / costs € 55,-)




	Presenter guidelines
	If you are a chairperson:
	If you are a presenter:
	If you are a poster presenter:

	Timetable
	Poster schedule
	Poster session 1
	Dementia – Board Room
	Perception – Board Room
	Language – The Gallery
	Motor Function – Regency Chamber
	Poster session 2
	Emotion - Regency Chamber
	Memory - The Gallery
	Rehabilitation - Board Room
	Poster session 3
	Attention - Board Room
	Neurology - The Gallery
	Test Development and Assessment - Regency Chamber
	Poster session 4
	Cognition - The Gallery
	Neuropsychiatry - Regency Chamber
	Other - Board Room
	Other - The Gallery

	Keynote speakers
	Professor John Duncan
	Wednesday 22 September 10:00 – 10:50
	Session chaired by Guy Vingerhoets, Ghent University
	Intelligence, mental programs and the frontal lobe 

	Professor André Aleman
	Thursday 23 September 16:30 – 17:30
	Session chaired by Ben Schmand, University of Amsterdam
	The neuropsychology of schizophrenia: from cognition to emotion and back again 

	Professor Jon Driver
	Friday 24 September 11:00 – 12:00
	Session chaired by Edward de Haan, University of Amsterdam
	Attention, multisensory integration, and interplay between remote but interconnected regions of the human brain 


	Cortex Price Lecture 2010
	Doctor Elizabeth Jefferies
	Friday 24 September 9:00 – 10:30
	Session chaired by Emile Blomme, CEO at Elsevier
	The organisation of semantic cognition in the brain: Converging evidence from neuropsychology and TMS. 


	Symposia
	Symposium 1: Contributions of the prefrontal cortex to conflict adaptation and decision-making
	Wednesday 22 September 11:00 – 12:30
	Symposium chaired by Guiseppe Di Pellegrino

	Symposium 2: Pattern and course of neuropsychological deficits in late life mental disorders
	Wednesday 22 September 11:00 – 12:30
	Symposium chaired by Sebastian Köhler

	Symposium 3: Emotional and social cognitive competence in epilepsy
	Wednesday 22 September 11:00 – 12:30
	Symposium chaired by Anna Rita Giovagnoli

	Symposium 4: Cognitive dysfunctions in Parkinson's disease
	Wednesday 22 September 13:30 – 15:00
	Symposium chaired by Eric Kerckhofs

	Symposium 5: Theatres of the Body
	Wednesday 22 September 13:30 – 15:00
	Symposium chaired by Andrea Serino

	Symposium 6: Social cognition: development and psychopathology
	Wednesday 22 September 16:00 – 17:30
	Symposium chaired by Lydia Krabbendam

	Symposium 7: New evidence in the blindsight phenomenon
	Wednesday 22 September 16:00 – 17:30
	Symposium chaired by Elizabeth Làdavas

	Symposium 8: Neuropsychological approaches of recognition memory
	Thursday 23 September 09:30 – 11:00
	Symposium chaired by Emmanuel Barbeau

	Symposium 9: Testing Hypotheses of Altered Reinforcement Sensitivity in ADHD
	Thursday 23 September 09:30 – 11:00
	Symposium chaired by Catharina van Meel

	Symposium 10: Ecological validity of neuropsychological assessment and treatment.
	Thursday 23 September 11:30 – 13:00
	Symposium chaired by Joke Spikman

	Symposium 11: On the Origin of Hallucinations
	Thursday 23 September 11:30 – 13:00
	Symposium chaired by Martine van Zandvoort

	Symposium 12: Pantomime of tool use: New perspectives on an old syndrome
	Thursday 23 September 11:30 – 13:00
	Symposium chaired by Georg Goldenberg

	Symposium 13: Vulnerability for psychosis in childhood and adolescence
	Thursday 23 September 14:00 – 15:30
	Symposium chaired by Hanna Swaab

	Symposium 14: The body and the self
	Friday 24 September 09:00 – 10:30
	Symposium chaired by Gabriella Bottini

	Symposium 15: Symptom validity testing in clinical neuropsychological practice
	Friday 24 September 13:00 – 14:30
	Symposium chaired by Maarten Peters & Brechje Dandachi-FitzGerald


	Individual papers
	Memory
	Wednesday 22 September 13:30 – 15:00 
	Session chaired by Roy Kessels, Radboud University Nijmegen

	Cerebrovascular Diseases
	Wednesday 22 September 16:00 – 17:30
	Session chaired by Annelien Duits, Maastricht University

	Cognition and Perception
	Thursday 23 September 09:30 – 11:00 
	Session chaired by Chris Dijkerman, Utrecht University

	Perception and Awareness
	Thursday 23 September 14:00 – 15:30 
	Session chaired by Martine van Zandvoort, Utrecht University

	Dementia
	Thursday 23 September 14:00 – 15:30 
	Session chaired by Inge de Koning, Erasmus Hospital

	Lifespan
	Friday 24 September 09:00 – 10:30 
	Session chaired by Roy Kessels, Radboud University Nijmegen

	Social Cognition
	Friday 24 September 13:00 – 14:30 
	Session chaired by Sascha Rasquin, Adelante Zorggroep

	Child Neuropsychology
	Friday 24 September 13:00 – 14:30 
	Session chaired by Oliver Tucha, University of Groningen


	Posters
	Poster session 1
	Dementia
	Wednesday 22 September  12:30 – 13:30 

	Language
	Wednesday 22 September 12:30 – 13:30 

	Motor Function
	Wednesday 22 September 12:30 – 13:30 

	Perception
	Wednesday 22 September 12:30 – 13:30 

	Poster session 2
	Emotion
	Wednesday 22 September  15:00 – 16:00 

	Memory
	Wednesday 22 September  15:00 – 16:00 

	Rehabilitation 
	Wednesday 22 September  15:00 – 16:00 

	Poster session 3
	Attention
	Thursday 23 September  13:00 – 14:00 

	Neurology
	Thursday 23 September  13:00 – 14:00 

	Test Development and Assessment
	Thursday 23 September  13:00 – 14:00 

	Poster session 4
	Cognition
	Thursday 23 September  15:30 – 16:30 

	Neuropsychiatry
	Thursday 23 September  15:30 – 16:30 

	Other
	Thursday 23 September  15:30 – 16:30 


	Notes
	Notes
	Notes
	Notes


