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HHhTToTeh TS ATEETET: UTHRTRar

In continuation with the activity that the ICCR started, a competition in
spoken Sanskrit, the second of its kind, was organized at the University
of Heidelberg, Germany in 2010. In this competition it was Gianni
Pellegrini, a young Sanskrit scholar of Italy who won the Sarasvati Award.
After obtaining Laurea (corresponding to Post-Graduation) in Oriental
Language and Literature from the University of Venice, Italy in 2000 he
Joined the Sampurnananda Sanskrit University, Varanasi from where he
first did the Certificate course in Sanskrit and later proceeded to pursue
studies for the Shastri and the Acharya courses in Safkara Vedanta which
he successfully cleared. His long stay in Varanasi made him pick up Hindi
so well that he can converse in it with the fluency of a native speaker.
This was one side of his acquisition. The other side was his deep insight
into the ancient Sanskrit texts, particularly those related to Vedanta; he
has authored a number of books on it; that led him to practise speaking in
Sanskrit due as much to his innate urge for it as also to the need to inter-
act with the Sanskrit community of the University. The extempore speech
that he delivered at the competition he later put in writing which is being
reproduced below to acquaint the readers with the felicity of its expres-
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