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In order to Increase agriculture, driver for economic growth In Sub-Saharan Africa, a trained cadre who Is
technologically competent and able to manage natural resources and Improve food security with a
multidisciplinary and sustainable approach should be produced. To reach this aim, the CISAO of the
University of Turin, established a network with three Sahelan Institutions of Higher Education (HEls) of
Niger, Burkina Faso and Tchad, to lead the project “Réseau des Universités Sahéliennes pour la Sécurité
Alimentaire et la Durabilité Environnementale (RUSSADE)" financed by the ACP-EU Cooperation
Programme in Higher Education (EDULINK II).

The project foresees the organization of Master courses to give technical, scientific and methodological
bases to the students, allowing them to manage natural resources and to improve agriculture, livestock and
food security with a multidisciplinary and sustainable approach, considering both the socio-economic
perspectives and the environmental risks.

Innovative teaching strategies will be prepared and proposed in order to connect different themes. Thanks
to the Innovative procedures of this kind of training, the project recommends measures designed to
strengthen the capacity and effectiveness of higher education, to promote basic and applied scientific
research and to improve educational quality through updated teaching methodologies.

The first step of the project allows the strengthening of links between HEls, encouraging the exchange of
academic staff and creating a more favourable environment for debate and innovative research to promote
a greater awareness of the complex connections between human cholces and natural processas. During the
Master course, students will not recelve technical training but the required expertise to be aware of local
Issues in agriculture, farming and environmental protection and to suggest and communicate appropriate
and sustainable solutions, allowing them to work in key sectors of the region.

An action of this kind may cause a change in mentality: for example, awareness of the links between
development and modernization of the rural sector, environmental degradation and poverty should lead to
changes in individual behaviour for the maintenance and respect of natural resources.
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