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MOUNTAINS: GLOBALLY IMPORTANT ECOSYSTEMS

Nearly 20% of the Earth surface is comprised of mountains that provide a valuable surface water storage reservoir for millions of
humans, including the Tibetans and Nepalis living below Mount Everest (Yeo and Langley-Turnbaugh, 2010). Climate change and Precipitation | 1.1-9.3 0.1-1.4 1.0-2.4 0.2-6.4 0.8-2.5 0.05-0.48 0.2-3.5
retreating Himalayan glaciers have raised questions about water security in Himalayan countries because these changes may also Surface water| 197 - 548 13 -120 18 — 126 7 —45 3-31 5-72 49 — 383
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affect water quality.

Differences in the ranges of measured ion concentrations between precipitation and surface waters are generally one to two orders of
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] Sagarmatha National Park groundwater contributions to river discharge.

Sampling sites in the Khumbu Valley include the entire range of

possible vegetation cover. This influences soil chemistry since
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