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Abstract

Tumors of skin and subcutaneous tissues are the most frequently recorded tumors in farm animal species. In small
ruminants squamous cell carcinomas and melanomas occur more frequently in body areas poor of wool and pigmentation
like ears, eyes, nose, mouth, base of the horns, coronary band and perineum. Their real prevalence of these tumors is
not determined because of the short productive life of these animals, the extensive farming system employed but,
mainly, the low interest for these animals species. In human medicine several risk factors have been described such
as race, lack of skin pigmentation and excessive exposure to sun-light. In veterinary pathology genetic susceptibility,
prolonged exposure to sunlight, dark skin, vegetal photosensitizing agents and Papillomavirus infection has been
mentioned as potential predisposing factors. The authors describe their personal experience acquired during the
diagnostic activity in Sicilia region (south of Italy), confirming the potential role of a long exposition to the UV rays
of the sun-light in the development of these tumors. The role of Papillomavirus remains to be confirmed because the
inconstant presence of viral DNA sequences in small ruminants tumors.
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