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0. The Project

It is now time to apply distant reading methods to the history of philosophy
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1. The question

Received view: the influence of = TAC IS o s ;
Wittgenstein’s philosophy has been - SRR _—

declining in last decades (Hacker
1996, Tripodi 2009)

Is it possible to measure the
decline?

Distant reading methods:
correcting, enriching, improving the
traditional interpretation.

Starting point: metadata of more than 30,000 US
PhD dissertations in philosophy

2. The result

ASI: an average value, taking into account both the academic rank and the ranking of the department.

Wittgenstein theses have a lower ASI than analytic theses.
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« Socio-economic condition? Yes, but it is an
independent cause

‘Broad’: theses in which "Wittgenstein" occurs in the abstract
‘Narrow’: theses specifically devoted to Wittgenstein

- Ranking of the PhD program? Yes, but it is only a
partly overlapping cause (see table above)
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- Smarter students? No, it would be an arbitrary
assumption or a circular explanation (see table
above)
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Therefore, the topic makes a difference

The ASI of ‘Analytic’ Wittgenstein refers to the authors of theses in which both
“Wittgenstein" and the name of a typical analytic philosopher occur in the abstract
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3. An explanation
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‘Analytic’ philosophical style and metaphilosophy: 20 terms
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4. A hypothesis
The lower ASI of Wittgenstein dissertations Wittaenstein
. . . . I |
came first; their decline in number came after. thes%s /TOT
PhD theses

This time lag suggests that the primary cause
of the decline lies with mechanisms of
academic recruitment, rather than in an
autonomous change of the Zeitgeist.

1981-1990 2,79%
1991-2000 1,93%
2001-2010 1,2%

5. For discussion

Question-driven vs. methods-driven approach.

Engineering the procedures used to collect data concerning
the academic careers (see Section 2).

Data-driven vs. interpretation-driven approach.
Pattern recognition: the problem of validation.

Visualization software for the history of philosophy.




