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Occurrence of Characeae in the Herbarium Universitatis Taurinensis (TO)
Laura Guglielmone! & Deborah Isocrono?

! Department of Life Sciences and Systems Biology, University of Torino, viale Mat-
tioli 25, 10125 Turin, Italy

? Department of Agricultural, Forest and Food Sciences, University of Torino, Largo
Paolo Braccini 10095 Grugliasco (TO), Italy

* Presenting author: laura.guglielmone@unito.it

The Herbarium of the University of Turin (TO) hosts a Cryptogamic
section (TO-Cryptogamia), which stores about 10000 algal specimens. The col-
lection was created in 1891, after that algal specimens from many different
herbaria were combined together. Few other algal specimens are also pre-
sent in some closed collections, kept separated due to their high historical
or scientific value. The Characeae specimens hosted in TO collections were
indexed and their origin analysed.

Characeae samples were found both in TO-Cryptogamia (475 specimens),
and in three closed collections (12 specimens). The specimens belonging to
the first group came from some important collections such as Braun, Ra-
benhorst, & Stizenberger, Characeae exsiccatae, Jack, Leiner und Stizenberger
Kriptogamen Badens, Migula, Sydow et Wahlstedt Characeae exsiccatae and
Erbario Crittogamico Italiano I and II serie. There are also exsiccata from G.B.
Balbis, P. Gennari, A. Malinverni and G. Gibelli herbaria. The three closed
collections keep some samples of Characee: 7 specimens from G.G. Moris
Flora Sardoa, 2 collected by F. Bruno included in M. Zumaglini herbarium and
3 from E. Ferrari Piante acquatiche e palustri del Piemonte. The specimens have
been collected mainly in Europe, particularly in Germany and in Italy, from
the second half of the 19th century to the first half of the 20th century. One
hundred and fifteen exsiccata in TO-Cryptogamia, including the typus of Chara
pelosiana Avetta, have been revised by Formiggini in 1908-1910 (the revisions
are written on labels marked Characeae Italicae).

The indexing of Characeae is part of a project aimed at the scientific enhan-
cement of Cryptogamic collections hosted in TO. In particular, the data col-
lected may be shared in the context of recent initiatives, promoted by the
Italian Botanical Society (SBI) and the Federation of European Phycological
Society (FEPS), designed for the set up of databases that will be populated
with the census of algal collections and for the study of the Italian and Euro-
pean distribution of Charophyta.

52



