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Foreword / Premessa

This volume of Quaestio includes a selection of the contributions presented at
the 13t International Congress of the Société Internationale pour I'Etude de
la Philosophie Médiévale (SIEPM), held in Freising from August 20 to August
25, 2012. It would be inappropriate, in this case, to speak of ‘Proceedings’: as
a matter of fact, only 72 of the 261 papers originally listed in the program of
the Congress are published here. This discrepancy is due to the fact that some
of the participants preferred to publish their papers elsewhere, whereas some
contributions were not accepted for publication after the peer-review process —a
process which has been in this case particularly complex, given the number of
contributions, and has involved all the members of the SIEPM Bureau as well
as external referees.

For the very same reasons, the structure of the volume does not correspond
to that of the Congress. The different sessions of the Congress were organised on
the basis of a thematic division; in this volume, all the contributions accepted
for the publication have been distributed in eight different sessions: (1) Plenary
sessions (five contributions originally listed in the program of the Congress are
not published in this volume); (1) The Byzantine and Georgian World; (111) The
Arabic-Islamic World; (1v) The Jewish World; (v) The Latin-Christian World from
Boethius to the 12th Century; (vi) The Latin-Christian World in the 13t Century;
(vi) The Latin-Christian World in the 14t Century; (vii) The Latin-Christian
World from the 15t Century to Early Modern Scholasticism.

This division is not only more fitting to the structure of an academic journal
and to a redefinition of the original topic, but also allows the reader to grasp the
distribution and evolution of different trends and interests in the current state
of studies in medieval philosophy, thus preserving the documentary and histo-
riographical function of a world Congress!. Even taking into consideration the

L Cf. F. Scamica / P. Porro, Transformations in the Study of Medieval Philosophy Documented by the
Proceedings of the SIEPM Congresses: A Quantitative Analysis, in Bulletin de Philosophie Médiévale, 55
(2013), pp. 219-256.

Quaestio, 15 (2015), x1-xi1 » 10.1484/1.QUAESTI0.5.108585



XII Foreword / Premessa

statistical distortion caused by the selection of contributions, it is for example
interesting to register the increasing attention paid to Arabic-Islamic philosophy
and to Late Scholasticism, in contrast to the emphasis on the philosophy and
theology of the Latin 13th century, which was predominant a few decades ago.

As editors of this volume, we would like to express our gratitude to the chief
co-editor of Quaestio, Costantino Esposito, and the two chief organisers of the
13th Congress of the SIEPM, namely Marc-Aeilko Aris and Thomas Ricklin: it
was especially Thomas Ricklin who elaborated the topic and the structure of the
Congress. The first article of this volume basically reproduces Ricklin’s inaugu-
ral speech at the Congress, and his illustration of the theme. We would also like
to thank the General Secretary, Maarten J.F.M. Hoenen, and all the members of
the Bureau of the STEPM. Many young colleagues have made possible the publi-
cation of this volume: our warmest thanks go in particular to Marienza Benedet-
to, Annalisa Cappiello, Angela Federica D’Ercole, Marco Lamanna, Francesco
Marrone, Evelina Miteva, and Michele Trizio, who collaborated in the editing of
the contributions and prepared the final indices. Moreover, Marienza Benedetto
took care of the final proof-reading of the entire volume.

Finally we are grateful to the Board of Directors of the Aldo Moro University
of Bari, which also in this case gave its support to the project of Quaestio.

Bari-Lecce, August 2015

Pasquale Porro and Loris Sturlese

2 The publication of this volume of Quaestio falls within the project “Universality and its Limits:
Strategies of Inclusion and Exclusion in the History of Philosophy and Contemporary Philosophical De-
bates” (PRIN 2012).
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