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Representations of Wisdom  
in Mesopotamian Cuneiform Sources

Maurizio VIANO
(Università degli Studi di Torino)
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      [ , 1-4]

 and thus the name 

 ,  appears alongside 
11

2 ma-am3 2 iri-ga2 3 mu-un-de5

3 ma-da-ga2-a ku3-zu gi 2

ma
11 2 2

sar -ra e2 3 2

 [ ]a -ia 
ne2 mah?

3 lu2-mu-ta bi2 -[in]- tu -ud
ra

2-zi dNissaba2 -e mu-ra-an-tuku

      [ , 23-24]
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The Sumerian hymn  

      [ , 11-13]12

d[ ]a? - - -t[ ? ]b
[ ]

13  is 
14

2. WISDOM’S SCRIBAL AND MYTHOLOGICAL MEDIATIONS

, “divination,” , 
“lamentation,” 

15 although in 
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The 
earth” (  

31
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Berossos)33 or the seventh one,34 -
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, , , , , 35

 offers several representations 
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 To a deeper level of analysis, 
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tagonist refers to himself as 

41 
 as being equivalent to 

42 
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44
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 mentioned after the seven  in the  
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3. WISDOM’S PERCEPTION AND ABILITIES

51 

 
52 The list of divine favors 
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53
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[ , 1-13]55

 and , 
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[s] [ ] [ ]

      [

Adapa, from the foundation of heaven to the summit of heaven,
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[ , 3]

[

[ , 22]

The term 
, best preserved on 

a Middle Assyrian bilingual tablet
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