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Introduzione

di Alessio Fiore e Luigi Provero

Il volume raccoglie saggi relativi alla dimensione politica dei poteri signorili nelle campagne 
italiane nel tardo medioevo. La ricerca è condotta su ambiti territoriali molto diversi, ma ruota 
DWWRUQR�DG�DOFXQH�GRPDQGH�FRPXQL��FRQ�XQD�VSHFL¿FD�DWWHQ]LRQH�DOOH�UHOD]LRQL�SROLWLFKH�WUD�L�VL-
JQRUL��DOOH�IRUPH�GHO�ORUR�FRRUGLQDPHQWR�QHL�TXDGUL�GHJOL�VWDWL�UHJLRQDOL�H�DOOH�GLQDPLFKH�UHODWLYH�
al controllo e sottomissione dei sudditi.

7KH�YROXPH�FROOHFWV�HVVD\V�UHODWLQJ�WR�WKH�SROLWLFDO�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�VHLJQRULDO�SRZHUV�LQ�WKH�
,WDOLDQ�FRXQWU\VLGH�LQ�WKH�ODWH�0LGGOH�$JHV��7KH�UHVHDUFK�LV�FRQGXFWHG�RQ�YHU\�GL̆HUHQW�WHUULWR-
ULDO�DUHDV��EXW�UHYROYHV�DURXQG�VRPH�FRPPRQ�TXHVWLRQV��ZLWK�D�VSHFL¿F�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�SROLWLFDO�
UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ORUGV��WKH�IRUPV�RI�WKHLU�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUNV�RI�WKH�UHJLRQDO�
VWDWHV�DQG�WKH�G\QDPLFV�UHODWLQJ�WR�WKH�FRQWURO�DQG�VXEPLVVLRQ�RI�VXEMHFWV�

Tardo medioevo; Italia; Signoria rurale; Stati regionali; Comunità contadine.

/DWH�0LGGOH�$JHV��,WDO\��5XUDO�ORUGVKLS��5HJLRQDO�VWDWHV��3HDVDQW�FRPPXQLWLHV�

Questo volume nasce da un seminario tenuto a Torino nel febbraio 2019, 
QHO�TXDGUR�GHO�SURJHWWR�3URJHWWR�GL�5LOHYDQWH� ,QWHUHVVH�1D]LRQDOH������La 
signoria rurale nel XIV-XV secolo: per ripensare l’Italia tardomedievale, co-
RUGLQDWR�GD�6DQGUR�&DURFFL��FRQ�OD�SDUWHFLSD]LRQH�GHOOH�XQLWj�GL�ULFHUFD�GHOOH�
8QLYHUVLWj�GL�7RULQR��1DSROL��3LVD�H�5RPD�7RU�9HUJDWD�

2ELHWWLYR�VSHFL¿FR�GHO�VHPLQDULR�HUD�ULÀHWWHUH�VXOO¶D]LRQH�SROLWLFD�LQ�DP-
ELWR�VLJQRULOH��QHOO¶DFFH]LRQH�SL��DPSLD�GHO�WHUPLQH�³VLJQRULD �́�D�FRPSUHQGHUH�
GRPLQD]LRQL�PROWR�GLYHUVH�WUD� ORUR��GD�ÀXLGH�IRUPH�GL�GRPLQLR�SHUVRQDOH�H�
IRQGLDULR�¿QR�D�VWUXWWXUDWL�SRWHUL�WHUULWRULDOL��1RQ�VL�WUDWWD�VROR�GHOOD�SROLWLFD�
GHL�VLJQRUL��PD�GHOOH�SROLWLFKH�FRQGRWWH�GD�GLYHUVL�DWWRUL�QHO�TXDGUR�GHL�SRWHUL�
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VLJQRULOL��XQ�DPELWR�GL�ULFHUFD�FKH�¿QR�D�RJJL�QRQ�q�VWDWR�FHUWR�DO�FHQWUR�GHOOH�
DWWHQ]LRQL�GHL�PHGLHYLVWL��3HU� IDUOR�DEELDPR�PHVVR�D�SXQWR�H� FRQGLYLVR�FRL�
relatori un questionario in cui abbiamo suggerito una serie di temi e piste di 
ULFHUFD��OD�ULVSRVWD�D�TXHVWH�VROOHFLWD]LRQL�VL�q�WUDGRWWD�LQ�XQD�VHULH�GL�FRQWUL-
EXWL��GLYHUVL�SHU�PHWRGR�H�EDVL�GRFXPHQWDULH��FKH�SURSULR�SHU�OD�ORUR�QDWXUD�
HWHURJHQHD�FRVWLWXLVFRQR�XQ¶RWWLPD�RFFDVLRQH�SHU�SURSRUUH�DOFXQH�ULÀHVVLRQL�
di ordine generale sul tema.

Una rassegna puntuale degli studi degli ultimi decenni andrebbe al di là 
GHJOL�LQWHQWL�GL�TXHVWD�LQWURGX]LRQH��PD�RFFRUUH�VRWWROLQHDUH�FRPH�OD�GLPHQ-
VLRQH�SROLWLFD�GHL�SRWHUL�VLJQRULOL�UXUDOL�DOOD�¿QH�GHO�PHGLRHYR�VLD�VWDWD�D�OXQJR�
YLVWD�HVFOXVLYDPHQWH�QHOOD�SURVSHWWLYD�GHO�ORUR�UDSSRUWR�FRQ�LO�SULQFLSH��O¶LQ-
tento del seminario è stato proprio quello di complicare il quadro, mostrare 
FRPH�O¶D]LRQH�SROLWLFD�DOO¶LQWHUQR�GHOOH�VLJQRULH�DEELD�PROWL�DWWRUL�HG�HVSULPD�
diverse linee di tensione.

/XQJR�JOL�XOWLPL�GHFHQQL��O¶LQWHUHVVH�SHU�OD�UHOD]LRQH�WUD�L�VLJQRUL�ORFDOL�H�OR�
Stato è stato fondante per le indagini sulla signoria nel tardo medioevo e nella 
SULPD�HWj�PRGHUQD�LQ�WXWWD�(XURSD��1HOOR�VSHFL¿FR�TXDGUR�LWDOLDQR��JOL�VWXGL�
VHPLQDOL�GL�*LRUJLR�&KLWWROLQL��FKH�KDQQR�GL�IDWWR�DSHUWR�LO�WHPD�DOOD�ULFHUFD��
nascevano dalla volontà di smontare, attraverso lo studio della signoria, una 
falsante immagine monolitica dello stato tardomedievale e protomoderno, e 
WDOH�LQWHQWR�JLXVWL¿FDYD�OD�VFHOWD�GL�XQ�RJJHWWR�GL�VWXGLR�DSSDUHQWHPHQWH�FRVu�
marginale e vestigiale1��,Q�XQ�FRQWHVWR�GL�TXHVWR�WLSR�QRQ�VWXSLVFH�TXLQGL�FKH�
OR�VWXGLR�GHOO¶D]LRQH�SROLWLFD�VLJQRULOH�IRVVH�SUHVVRFKp�PRQRSROL]]DWR�GDO�UDS-
porto dinamico con il potere centrale, nei suoi aspetti contrappositivi e in 
VHJXLWR��VHPSUH�SL��VSHVVR��DQFKH�FRRSHUDWLYL2. Solo negli ultimi decenni la 
ricerca italiana ed europea è uscita da questa lettura monodimensionale, nel 
FRQWHVWR�GL�XQ¶DFFUHVFLXWD�DWWHQ]LRQH�DOOD�FRPSOHVVLWj�GHOOH�GLQDPLFKH�UHOD]LR-
QDOL�H�FRQ¿JXUD]LRQDOL��/R�6WDWR�ULQDVFLPHQWDOH�VHPSUH�SL��q�OHWWR�FRPH�XQD�
realtà composita e polimorfa, fatta dei mutevoli rapporti tra attori locali, enti 
religiosi e corpi sociali; in questo quadro la signoria rurale è vista come uno 
GHJOL�HOHPHQWL�LQ�JLRFR��H�TXLQGL�GL�SHU�Vp�LQVHULWD�LQ�XQD�UHWH�PROWR�SL��FRP-
SOHVVD�GHOOD�UHOD]LRQH�FRQ�LO�SRWHUH�FHQWUDOH3. In questa prospettiva di scompo-
VL]LRQH�GHL�TXDGUL�SROLWLFL�SRVWL�D�GLYHUVL�OLYHOOL��WDOH�GD�UHFXSHUDUH�OD�SOXUDOLWj�
degli attori concretamente impegnati sul campo, ciascuno con una propria 
DJHQGD��DQFKH�O¶RJJHWWR�VWHVVR�GL�VLJQRULD�SHUGH�GL�FRPSDWWH]]D�H�LQ�TXDOFKH�

1� ,O�ULIHULPHQWR�q�DL�VDJJL�VFULWWL�GD�&KLWWROLQL�D�SDUWLUH�GDO������H�VXFFHVVLYDPHQWH�UDFFROWL�LQ�
&KLWWROLQL��La formazione dello stato regionale.
2� 6XOOD� YLVLRQH� LQ� FKLDYH� FRPSHWLWLYD�GHOOD� UHOD]LRQH� WUD� SRWHUL� FHQWUDOL� H� UHDOWj� VLJQRULOL�� XQ�
riferimento importante è rappresentato dai saggi raccolti in The Formation of National States; 
VXOO¶LQWHUSUHWD]LRQH�VLPELRWLFD�H�FRRSHUDWLYD�VL�YHGD�SHU�HVHPSLR�&RQWDPLQH��La noblesse au 
royaume de France. Una successiva lettura, capace di cogliere la contraddittorietà insita nella 
UHOD]LRQH��q�VWDWD�SURSRVWD�GD�0RUVHO��La noblesse contre le prince.
3� 3HU�TXHVWD�OHWWXUD�GHFRVWUXWWLYD�GHOO¶RJJHWWR�³6WDWR �́�YHGL�DG�HVHPSLR�&ODYHUR��Tantas perso-
nas come estados��+HVSDQKD��Introduzione alla storia del diritto europeo��5DJJLR��Visto dalla 
periferia.
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misura sfuma, mentre prendono corpo altri protagonisti. La signoria non è 
TXLQGL� OHWWD�FRPH�LVWLWX]LRQH��PD�FRPH�SRWHUH� ORFDOPHQWH�HJHPRQH�IRQGDWR�
VX�ULFFKH]]H��SUHOLHYL�H�UHWL�UHOD]LRQDOL��DO�FXL�LQWHUQR�WURYDQR�VSD]LR�FRQÀLWWL�H�
UHOD]LRQL�WUD�DWWRUL�FKH�VL�PXRYRQR�VX�SLDQL�GLYHUVL��/¶LGHD�GL�GLVHJXDJOLDQ]D�q�
RYYLDPHQWH�XQD�FKLDYH�IRQGDPHQWDOH�SHU�OHJJHUH�O¶D]LRQH�SROLWLFD�ORFDOH��SRL-
FKp�OD�SOXUDOLWj�GL�DWWRUL�QRQ�LPSOLFD�LQ�DOFXQ�PRGR�XQD�ORUR�SDULWj�H�JOL�VSD]L�
GL�D]LRQH�GL�FRQWDGLQL�HG�pOLWH�ORFDOL�VRQR�VHPSUH�ULWDJOLDWL�DOO¶LQWHUQR�GHOO¶HJH-
PRQLD�VLJQRULOH��/D�VLJQRULD�DSSDUH�LQ�JUDGR�GL�VRWWRPHWWHUH�HG�HJHPRQL]]DUH�
la società locale e i diversi attori politici, ma non di impedirne la vitalità. 

$QDOL]]DUH�OD�VLJQRULD�WDUGRPHGLHYDOH�VRWWR�LO�SUR¿OR�GHOO¶D]LRQH�SROLWLFD�
KD�VHQVR�SURSULR�LQ�TXDQWR�VL�WUDWWD�GL�XQR�VSHFL¿FR�FRQWHVWR�LQ�FXL�LVWDQ]H�
ORFDOL�H�VRYUDORFDOL�VL�LQFRQWUDQR�H�WURYDQR�XQ�SXQWR�GL�LQWHUIHUHQ]D��6L�WUDWWD�
SHUz�GL�VSXQWL�H�OLQHH�GL�LQGDJLQH�FKH�OD�ULFHUFD�QRQ�KD�DQFRUD�EDWWXWR�LQ�PRGR�
VLVWHPDWLFR��HG�q�LQ�TXHVWD�VSHFL¿FD�SURVSHWWLYD�FKH�YDQQR�YLVWL�LO�VHPLQDULR�H�
LO�YROXPH�FKH�OR�KD�VHJXLWR��Ê�XQ¶RFFDVLRQH�SHU�PRVWUDUH�FRPH�OD�SURVSHWWLYD�
VLJQRULOH�R̆UD�ULFFKL�VSXQWL�SHU�O¶DQDOLVL�GHOO¶D]LRQH�SROLWLFD�WDUGRPHGLHYDOH��
ULVSHWWR�D�FXL�OD�VLJQRULD�VL�FRQ¿JXUD�FRPH�XQ�RVVHUYDWRULR�SULYLOHJLDWR�GD�FXL�
FRJOLHUH�XQD�SOXUDOLWj�GL�SURFHVVL��,O�TXDGUR�FKH�HPHUJH�GDL�GLYHUVL�FRQWULEXWL�
q�FDUDWWHUL]]DWR�GD�XQ¶LUULGXFLELOH�FRPSOHVVLWj��IUXWWR�GD�XQ�ODWR�GHOOD�YDULHWj�
GHOOH�VLWXD]LRQL�DQDOL]]DWH�H�GDOO¶DOWUR�GHOOD�GLYHUVD�QDWXUD�GHL�TXHVWLRQDUL�VYL-
OXSSDWL�GDL�VLQJROL�DXWRUL��1HVVXQ�FDVR�q�SLHQDPHQWH�HVHPSODUH�H�UDSSUHVHQ-
WDWLYR��PD�SURSULR�O¶HVWUHPD�GLYHUVLWj�WLSRORJLFD�H�JHRJUD¿FD�GHL�VRQGDJJL�YD�
D� FRVWLWXLUH�XQ�FDPSLRQDULR�GL�YDULDQWL� H�SRVVLELOLWj� FKH�SXz�FRQVHQWLUH�XQ�
SURJUHVVR�VLJQL¿FDWLYR�QHOOD�FRQRVFHQ]D�GHOO¶D]LRQH�SROLWLFD�QHO�FRQWHVWR�GHL�
SRWHUL�VLJQRULOL�WDUGRPHGLHYDOL��3HU�TXHVWR�LO�YROXPH�SXz�HVVHUH�XQD�SUH]LRVD�
RFFDVLRQH�SHU�ULÀHWWHUH�VX�XQ�SUREOHPD�WXWW¶DOWUR�FKH�PDUJLQDOH��QRQRVWDQWH�
OD�VXD�SHULIHULFLWj�LQ�DPELWR�VWRULRJUD¿FR4.

3HU�SURYDUH�D�ULFRQQHWWHUH�JOL�VSXQWL�R̆HUWL�GDJOL�VWXGL�TXL�UDFFROWL��DEELD-
PR�ULWHQXWR�XWLOH�R̆ULUQH�XQD�OHWWXUD�WHPDWLFD��RUJDQL]]DWD�VXOOD�EDVH�GL�WUH�
GLYHUVL�DPELWL�DQDOLWLFL��OH�UHOD]LRQL�WUD�L�VLJQRUL��FRQ�OR�VWDWR�H�FRQ�L�VXGGLWL��5L-
WHQLDPR�RSSRUWXQR�SDUWLUH�GDOO¶DOWR�SHU�SURYDUH�D�GLVFXWHUH�TXHOOD�FKH��FRPH�
DEELDPR�YLVWR�SRFR� ID�� D� OXQJR�KD� FRVWLWXLWR� OD� UHOD]LRQH�GHO� WXWWR� FHQWUDOH�
QHJOL�VWXGL��PHQWUH�GLYHUVL�DXWRUL�GL�TXHVWR�YROXPH��VLJQL¿FDWLYDPHQWH��KDQQR�
scelto di non discuterla.

1. Signori e Stato

3HU�TXDQWR�ULJXDUGD�OD�UHOD]LRQH�GHL�QXFOHL�VLJQRULOL�FRQ�OR�6WDWR��SRVVLDPR�
individuare due polarità: a un estremo si colloca un modello di signoria dipen-
dente in misura forte dal potere statale, inserita in modo pieno e simbiotico 
QHOOH�VWUXWWXUH�SULQFLSHVFKH�FKH�OD�OHJLWWLPDQR�H�OD�WXWHODQR��FRPH�OD�1ROD�RU-

4� 5HVWD�IRQGDPHQWDOH�LO�YROXPH�Poteri signorili e feudali.
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siniana, la signoria dei Beccaria nel Pavese o il dominato del vescovo di Aosta 
D�&RJQH��FDVL�VWXGLDWL�ULVSHWWLYDPHQWH�QHL�VDJJL�GL�/XLJL�7XIDQR��1DGLD�&RYLQL�
HG�(OHQD�&RUQLROR���$OO¶LQWHUQR�GL�XQR�VSD]LR�VWDWDOH�FRPH�TXHOOR�GHL�9LVFRQ-
ti o dei Savoia, un signore può collocare il suo dominatus loci in un contesto 
SURWHWWR��PD�DQFKH�SRUVL�FRPH�UHIHUHQWH�REEOLJDWR�SHU�LO�SULQFLSH�H�IDU�YDOHUH�LO�
proprio potere signorile per partecipare in modo sistematico e strutturale alla 
GLVWULEX]LRQH�GL�ẊFL�H�FDULFKH�GL�FRUWH��FRPH�VRWWROLQHDWR�QHO�VDJJLR�GL�$OHVVLR�
)LRUH�VXOOH�IXQ]LRQL�GHOOD�VLJQRULD�QHOO¶,WDOLD�QRUG�RFFLGHQWDOH��$OO¶DOWUR�HVWUHPR�
WURYLDPR�XQD�VLJQRULD�ODUJDPHQWH�DXWRQRPD�FKH�WURYD�XQ�SURSULR�VSD]LR�GL�LQ-
GLSHQGHQ]D��D�YROWH�WRWDOH��DL�FRQ¿QL�WUD�WHUULWRUL�FRQWUROODWL�GD�GLYHUVH�FRPSD-
JLQL�VWDWDOL��FRPH�QHOOH�$OSL�ORPEDUGH�VWXGLDWH�GD�0DVVLPR�'HOOD�0LVHULFRUGLD��
D�FDYDOOR�WUD�OD�6YL]]HUD�H�OD�/RPEDUGLD�VIRU]HVFD��R�QHO�3LHPRQWH�PHULGLRQDOH�H�
QHOO¶HQWURWHUUD�/LJXUH��DQDOL]]DWL�QHO�VDJJLR�GL�)LRUH�

7UD�TXHVWH�GXH�SRODULWj�HVLVWH�QDWXUDOPHQWH�XQ¶DPSLD�JDPPD�GL�VLWXD]LRQL�
LQWHUPHGLH�H��DQFKH�ODGGRYH�L�IXQ]LRQDPHQWL�VHPEUDQR�VWDELOL��OH�GLQDPLFKH�
SRVVRQR�DOWHUDUVL�VLJQL¿FDWLYDPHQWH�SHU�SHULRGL�SL��R�PHQR�OXQJKL��H�WDOYROWD�
SHUPDQHQWHPHQWH���FRQ�LO�YDULDUH�GHOOD�FRQ¿JXUD]LRQH�SROLWLFD�D�OLYHOOR�UHJLR-
nale o locale���,O�VDJJLR�GL�0DUWD�*UDYHOD�PRVWUD�SHU�HVHPSLR�LO�FDVR�GL�XQD�
VLJQRULD��TXHOOD�GHL�FRQWL�GHO�&DQDYHVH��SULPD�VRVWDQ]LDOPHQWH�DXWRQRPD��SRL�
FRVWUHWWD�D�FHUFDUH�OD�SURWH]LRQH�GHL�FRQWL�GL�6DYRLD��TXDQGR�LO�GHWHULRUDPHQWR�
GHL�UDSSRUWL�FRQ�L�VXGGLWL�O¶KD�UHVD�VRVWDQ]LDOPHQWH�LQFDSDFH�GL�ULSURGXUVL�LQ�
PRGR�DXWRQRPR��'D�FDVL� FRPH�TXHVWR�HPHUJH�FRPH�VLDQR�VWUHWWDPHQWH� LQ-
WHUGLSHQGHQWL�OH�UHOD]LRQL�FKH�LO�VLJQRUH�ORFDOH�LQWUDWWLHQH�FRQ�OR�6WDWR�H�FRQ�L�
VXGGLWL��OD�VLJQRULD�SXz�DVVXPHUH�IXQ]LRQL�GL�SURWH]LRQH�GHOOD�FRPXQLWj�ORFDOH�
QHL�FRQIURQWL�GHO�SRWHUH�FHQWUDOH�H�GHOOD�VXD�HVRVD�¿VFDOLWj��RSSXUH�SXz�GLYH-
QLUH�XQ�GRPLQLR�YHVVDWRULR� FKH� L� VXGGLWL�SURYDQR�D�PHWWHUH� LQ�GLVFXVVLRQH��
cercando un inquadramento diretto nelle strutture statuali (Gravela, Covini). 

$QFKH�O¶amicitia�FKH�OHJD�L�VLJQRUL�QRQ�VROR�WUD�ORUR��PD�DQFKH�DL�VXGGLWL�H�
DJOL�DELWDQWL�GL�ERUJKL�H�FLWWj��GHYH�HVVHUH�OHWWD�QHOOD�SURVSHWWLYD�GHOOH�UHOD]LRQL�
FRQ�OR�6WDWR��GDWR�FKH�q�XQR�VWUXPHQWR�SUH]LRVR�SHU�LQVHULUH�OD�VLJQRULD�DOO¶LQ-
WHUQR�GL�IURQWL�ID]LRQDUL�SL��DPSL�QHO�FRQWHVWR�GL�XQD�ORWWD�SHU�O¶DFFHVVR��DQ-
FKH��DOOH�FDULFKH�VWDWDOL��FRPH�LOOXVWUDWR�GD�)HGHULFR�'HO�7UHGLFL��FRQ�VSHFL¿FR�
ULIHULPHQWR�DO�FDVR�ORPEDUGR��0LODQR�HVFOXVD���GRYH�O¶ḢFDFLD�GL�TXHVWD�WUDPD�
UHOD]LRQDOH�VL�FROOHJD�D�XQD�VSHFL¿FD�IRU]D�GHOO¶LPSLDQWR�XUEDQR��Ê�FRPXQTXH�
RSSRUWXQR�VRWWROLQHDUH�FKH��IXRUL�GDOO¶DUHD�SDGDQD��XQ�GLVFRUVR�DQDORJR�YDOH�
DOPHQR�SHU� OD�/LJXULD�GL�)LHVFKL��6SLQROD�H�'RULD��VWHPSHUDQGR�TXLQGL� O¶HF-
FH]LRQDOLWj�GHOOD�/RPEDUGLD��2FFRUUHUHEEHUR�TXLQGL�DOWUH�LQGDJLQL�ORFDOL�SHU�
YHUL¿FDUH��LQ�XOWHULRUL�FRQWHVWL�UHJLRQDOL�H�VXE�UHJLRQDOL��OD�SUHVHQ]D�GL�TXHVWL�
PHFFDQLVPL�R�GL�DOWUL�DQDORJKL�

$�TXHVWR�UDSSRUWR�WUD�QXFOHL�VLJQRULOL�H�IURQWL�GL�ID]LRQH�VL�FRQQHWWH�LQ�SDU-
WH�LO�WHPD�GHOOH�SRWHQ]LDOLWj�PLOLWDUL�GHOOD�VLJQRULD�DOO¶LQWHUQR�GHOOH�VWUXWWXUH�

�� 8Q¶LPSRUWDQWH�ULÀHVVLRQH�VXO�UDSSRUWR�WUD�SRWHUL�VLJQRULOL�H�6WDWR�q�VWDWD�UHFHQWHPHQWH�SURSR-
VWD�GD�'HO�7UHGLFL��Poteri statali e poteri signorili.



Introduzione

�

VWDWDOL��FKH�HPHUJH�FRQ�SDUWLFRODUH�ULOHYDQ]D�QHL�VDJJL�GL�'HOOD�0LVHULFRUGLD�H�
Covini. I signori sono infatti in grado di mobilitare nei propri domini gruppi, 
D�YROWH�PROWR�QXPHURVL��GL�DUPDWL�H�FLz�OL�UHQGH�DWWRUL�SUH]LRVL�H�WDOYROWD�PLQDF-
FLRVL�DJOL�RFFKL�GHO�SRWHUH�FHQWUDOH��FKH�FHUFD�GL�LUUHJJLPHQWDUQH�OH�FDSDFLWj�
EHOOLFKH��OLPLWDQGR�O¶DXWRQRPLD�VLJQRULOH�LQ�TXHVWR�FUXFLDOH�FDPSR�G¶D]LRQH�

1HO� FRPSOHVVR�� VH� LO� ELQRPLR� VWDWR�VLJQRULD�KD�RUPDL�SHUVR� OD� VXD� FHQ-
WUDOLWj�VWRULRJUD¿FD��ULPDQH�FRPXQTXH�XQ�DVVH�WHPDWLFR�DQFRUD�LPSRUWDQWH�
QHOOH�ULFHUFKH�H�PRVWUD�VLJQL¿FDWLYH�SRWHQ]LDOLWj�GL�LQGDJLQH��VRSUDWWXWWR�LQ�XQ�
FRQWHVWR�GL�VFRPSRVL]LRQH�GHJOL�RJJHWWL�³6WDWR´�H�³VLJQRULD �́�LQ�JUDGR�GL�R̆ULUH�
una nuova complessità analitica. Un discorso diverso è invece quello relativo 
ai rapporti tra signori.

2. Relazioni tra signori

/H�UHOD]LRQL�LQWHUQH�DO�PRQGR�GHL�VLJQRUL�±�FKH�VLDQR�RUL]]RQWDOL��SDWWL-
]LH��R�YHUWLFDOL��SL��OHJDWH�DO�WHPD�GHOOD�IHGHOWj��±�KDQQR�FRVWLWXLWR�XQ�SXQWR�
IRUWH�GHOOD�ULFHUFD�VXL�VHFROL�FHQWUDOL�GHO�PHGLRHYR��FKH�KD�FRQFHQWUDWR�JUDQGL�
HQHUJLH�QHOO¶DQDOLVL�GHOOD�WUDPD�GL�UHOD]LRQL�WUD�L�domini loci. In un contesto 
politicamente frammentato come quello dei secoli XI e XII, proprio la rete dei 
legami interni alla classe signorile è stata individuata come il collante di base 
GHJOL�DVVHWWL�SROLWLFL�H�LO�FRUUHWWLYR�FKH�KD�LPSHGLWR�XQD�WRWDOH�IUDPPHQWD]LRQH�
del sistema6��7UDPLWH�OR�VWXGLR�GHOOD�FRQÀLWWXDOLWj�LQWHUQD�DO�PRQGR�VLJQRULOH��
VL�q�SRWXWR�GHOLQHDUH�XQD�VRFLHWj�LQQHUYDWD�GL�XQ�FDSLOODUH�VLVWHPD�GL�UHOD]LR-
QL�PROWR�GLYHUVL¿FDWH��GDOOD�FRQGLYLVLRQH�GL�GLULWWL�GL�FRPDQGR�VXO�PHGHVLPR�
FHQWUR��DL�OHJDPL�GL�IHGHOWj��D�UDSSRUWL�GL�FDUDWWHUH�SDWWL]LR��D�OHJDPL�PDWULPR-
niali, ecc.

4XHVWD�GLPHQVLRQH�WURYD�LQYHFH�XQR�VSD]LR�SL��ULGRWWR�QHOOH�ULFHUFKH�VXO�
WDUGR�PHGLRHYR�H�DQFKH�DOO¶LQWHUQR�GL�TXHVWR�YROXPH��PD�DVVXPH�ULOLHYR� LQ�
DOFXQL�VDJJL�� LQ�SDUWLFRODUH�TXHOOL�GL�'HOOD�0LVHULFRUGLD��)LRUH�H�*UDYHOD��,Q�
questi ultimi due contributi emerge il ruolo delle strutture consortili come 
VWUXPHQWR�GL�UDFFRUGR�WUD�VLJQRUL�DQFKH�GL�GLYHUVD�RULJLQH��OD�FRPXQH�DVFHQ-
GHQ]D�ELRORJLFD��SXU�FRVWLWXHQGR�XQ�SUH]LRVR�VSXQWR��QRQ�ULVXOWD�LQIDWWL�HOH-
PHQWR�LQGLVSHQVDELOH�SHU�OD�FRVWLWX]LRQH�GL�WDOL�VWUXWWXUH��FKH�VL�FRQ¿JXUDQR�
HVVHQ]LDOPHQWH�FRPH�FRVWUXWWL�VRFLDOL���/D�FRPSHWL]LRQH�WUD�VLJQRUL��LQ�TXHVWR�
FDVR�DO�GL� IXRUL�GL�FRQWHVWL�FRQVRUWLOL�� WURYD�VSD]LR�DQFKH�QHO�VDJJLR�GL�'HO-
OD�0LVHULFRUGLD�FKH�WXWWDYLD��SXU�VRWWROLQHDQGR�OH�FRQQHVVLRQL�FRPSHWLWLYH�H�
FRQÀLWWXDOL� WUD�QXFOHL� VLJQRULOL�QHOOH� DUHH�GL� IURQWLHUD��PRVWUD� LQ�PRGR�SDO-
PDUH�DQFKH�LO�PRWLYR�SHU�FXL�TXHVWD�GLPHQVLRQH�³RUL]]RQWDOH´�ID�FRVu�IDWLFD�D�
HPHUJHUH�QHJOL�VWXGL��H�FLRq�O¶DQFRUD�LQJRPEUDQWH�UXROR�GHOOR�6WDWR��FKH�DQFKH�

6 Tra i moltissimi esempi possibili, per un primo approccio alla tematica si possono vedere Pro-
vero, Apparato funzionariale e reti vassallatiche��:KLWH��Re-Thinking Kinship and Feudalism; 
0D]HO��Amitié et rupture de l’amitié.
� Uno sviluppo di questo tema in Fiore, Legami parentali e consortili.
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LQ�TXHVWR�VDJJLR�WHQGH�D�RVFXUDUH�OD�WUDPD�GHOOH�UHOD]LRQL�RUL]]RQWDOL��,O�SRWHUH�
VWDWDOH�FRVWLWXLVFH�LQIDWWL�XQD�PDVVD�JUDYLWD]LRQDOH�WDOH�GD�UDSSUHVHQWDUH�SHU�
L�VLJQRUL�XQ�SXQWR�GL�ULIHULPHQWR�VRVWDQ]LDOPHQWH�LQHOXGLELOH�H�WHQGH�RJJL�D�
RFFXOWDUH�DJOL�RFFKL�GHOOR�VWRULFR�OH�FRQQHVVLRQL�H�L�UDSSRUWL�LQWHUQL�DO�PRQGR�
VLJQRULOH�FKH�SXU�HVLVWHYDQR��FRQ�XQ�UXROR�WXWW¶DOWUR�FKH�PDUJLQDOH��1RQ�q�XQ�
FDVR�VH�JOL�VWXGL��QRQ�VROR�LQ�,WDOLD�PD�DQFKH�LQ�(XURSD��WHQGRQR�D�ULVFRSULUH�
O¶LPSRUWDQ]D�GHL� OHJDPL�WUD�VLJQRUL�VRSUDWWXWWR�QHL�PRPHQWL� LQ�FXL� LO�SRWHUH�
centrale è assente o in crisi, come le fasi di guerra civile e gli interregni, o 
QHOOH�DUHH�FDUDWWHUL]]DWH�GD�XQD�SUHVD�GHEROLVVLPD�GHJOL�RUJDQLVPL�VWDWXDOL��
come il territorio compreso tra Piemonte meridionale ed entroterra Ligure, 
qui discusso da Fiore8. In questi ambiti i legami tra signori sono ovviamente 
PDJJLRUPHQWH�HQIDWL]]DWL�QHOOD�SUDVVL�SROLWLFD�H�QHOOH�IRQWL�GHOLQHDQGRVL�FRPH�
XQ�RJJHWWR�VLJQL¿FDWLYR�DJOL�RFFKL�GHOOR�VWRULFR��

(SSXUH��FRPH�PRVWUD�FRQ�ḢFDFLD�DQFKH� O¶DQDOLVL�GL�'HOOD�0LVHULFRUGLD�
VXOOH�VLJQRULH�D�FDYDOOR�WUD�GXFDWR�PLODQHVH�H�6YL]]HUD��TXHVWH�UHOD]LRQL�RUL]-
]RQWDOL�KDQQR�XQ�UXROR�LPSRUWDQWH�LQ�FRQWHVWL�GLYHUVL��FKH�DQGUHEEH�PHJOLR�
YDORUL]]DWR� GDOOD� ULFHUFD�� ,Q� TXHVWR� VHQVR� XQD� SURPHWWHQWH� SLVWD� GL� ULFHUFD�
sembra proprio quella delle reti sociali in contesti statuali strutturati e fun-
]LRQDQWL��FKH�ULSUHQGD�DOFXQL�VXJJHULPHQWL�SUHVHQWL�QHOOH�VHPSUH�SL��ULFFKH�UL-
FHUFKH�PRGHUQLVWLFKH�VX�UHWL�FOLHQWHODUL�H�GL�UHOD]LRQH��H�OL�IDFFLD�LQWHUDJLUH�FRQ�
TXHOOL�SURSUL�GHOOH�ULFHUFKH�VXOO¶DULVWRFUD]LD�VLJQRULOH�GHO�PHGLRHYR�FHQWUDOH9.

3. Signori e sudditi

/H�GLQDPLFKH�SROLWLFKH�FKH�YHGRQR�FRLQYROWL�L�VXGGLWL�VRQR�TXHOOH�FKH�KDQ-
QR�DWWUDWWR�PDJJLRUPHQWH�O¶DWWHQ]LRQH�GHJOL�DXWRUL��3RVVLDPR�DQ]L�GLUH�FKH�QHO�
YROXPH�QRQ�F¶q�VDJJLR�LQ�FXL�TXHVWR�WHPD�QRQ�FRPSDLD�H�LQ�SL��FDVL�q�DO�FHQWUR�
GHOO¶DWWHQ]LRQH��q�TXHVWR�LQGXEELDPHQWH�LO�WUDWWR�FDUDWWHUL]]DQWH�GHOOH�ULFHUFKH�
SL��UHFHQWL��ULVSHWWR�DOO¶LQWHUHVVH�TXDVL�HVFOXVLYR�YHUVR�LO�UDSSRUWR�FRQ�LO�SRWHUH�
FHQWUDOH�GHOOD�VWRULRJUD¿D�GL�DOFXQL�GHFHQQL�ID��2FFRUUH�SHUDOWUR�VRWWROLQHDUH�
FKH�WUDWWDUH�GL�VXGGLWL�QRQ�VLJQL¿FD�VHPSOLFHPHQWH�SDUODUH�GHO�ORUR�UDSSRUWR�
FRQ�L�VLJQRUL��PD�DQFKH�YDORUL]]DUH�LO�FRPSOHVVR�H�PXOWLIRUPH�PRQGR�FKH�DJL-
VFH�DOO¶LQWHUQR�GHL�FRQWHVWL�VLJQRULOL��Ê�XQD�VRFLHWj�SROLWLFD�LQ�JUDGR�D�WUDWWL�GL�
SURPXRYHUH�D]LRQL�FRQ�XQ�HOHYDWR�WDVVR�GL�DXWRQRPLD�ULVSHWWR�DL�SRWHUL�VXSH-
ULRUL��PD�VRSUDWWXWWR�XQ�PRQGR�FRPSOHVVR�H�LQWHUQDPHQWH�DUWLFRODWR��FKH�YD�
VPRQWDWR�H�FRPSUHVR�QHOOH�ORJLFKH�FKH�DQLPDQR�O¶D]LRQH�GHL�VXRL�YDUL�VHJPHQ-
ti10��6XO�SLDQR�GHOO¶D]LRQH�GHL�VXGGLWL��JOL�DWWL�GL�TXHVWR�VHPLQDULR�PHWWRQR�LQ�

8� 6L�YHGD�SHU�HVHPSLR�5iEDGH�2EUDGy��Confederaciones, seguros y pleitos homenajes��5RVV��
The English Aristocracy. 
9� 6L�WUDWWD�GHO�UHVWR�GL�XQR�VSXQWR�EHQ�SUHVHQWH�QHO�VHPLQDOH�ODYRUR�GL�1LFFRODM��I consorzi no-
biliari ed il comune.
10 Provero, Contadini e potere nel medioevo.
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HYLGHQ]D�GDWL�GL�ULOLHYR�VX�WUH�DVSHWWL�IRQGDPHQWDOL��OH�ULVRUVH��L�PHFFDQLVPL�GL�
PHGLD]LRQH�H�JOL�DVVHWWL�FRPXQLWDUL�

Il tema delle risorse e del loro controllo è la spina dorsale del rapporto tra 
VLJQRUL�H�VXGGLWL�H�FRUUH�TXLQGL�VRWWRWUDFFLD�SUHVVRFKp�LQ�WXWWL�L�FRQWULEXWL�GHO�
YROXPH��8QD�ULFFKH]]D�IRQGLDULD��SULPD�GL�WXWWR��OD�FXL�JHVWLRQH�H�YDORUL]]D]LRQH�
LQ�VHQVR�SROLWLFR�SXz�HVVHUH�VWXGLDWD�DWWUDYHUVR�OD�GL̆XVLRQH�LQ�DPELWR�VLJQRULOH�
GL�XQD�GRFXPHQWD]LRQH�LQ�UHJLVWUR��FRPH�TXHOOD�DQDOL]]DWD�GD�$QWRQLR�2OLYLHUL��
XQD�FRQWDELOLWj�GHL�FHQVL�H�GHJOL�REEOLJKL�GRYXWL�SHU�OH�WHUUH�LQ�FRQFHVVLRQH��QRQ�
di quelli dovuti in quanto sudditi. Il saggio di Olivieri mette quindi in luce un 
dato fondamentale, ovvero la natura del tempo lavorativo come fondamentale 
risorsa contadina, attorno a cui si scontrano la volontà di prelievo signorile e la 
UHVLVWHQ]D�GHL�GLSHQGHQWL��0D�DO�FRQWHPSR��FRQWUROXFH��2OLYLHUL�FL�PRVWUD�OD�IRQ-
GDPHQWDOH�SRYHUWj�GHL�GRFXPHQWL�DPPLQLVWUDWLYL�SURSULDPHQWH�VLJQRULOL��FKH�
IUD�7UH�H�4XDWWURFHQWR�VRQR�XQD�WLSRORJLD�GRFXPHQWDULD�UDUD�H�SUH]LRVD�

Ê� SUREDELOPHQWH� RYYLR��PD� VLFXUDPHQWH� IRQGDPHQWDOH�� QRWDUH� FRPH� OD�
questione del prelievo non possa ridursi a un computo economico, ma debba 
essere letta integrando una dimensione propriamente politica. Fiore mette 
in luce come sia necessario inquadrare le forme del prelievo (e i processi di 
DSSHVDQWLPHQWR�R�DOOHJJHULPHQWR�GHL�FDULFKL��QHOOH� IXQ]LRQL�FKH� OD�VLJQRULD�
DVVROYH�SHU�OD�VLQJROD�IDPLJOLD�DULVWRFUDWLFD��$VVXPRQR�FRVu�XQD�IRUWH�ḢFDFLD�
euristica i casi in cui la signoria costituisce prima di tutto un rifugio per le 
IDVL�GL�GL̇FROWj�SROLWLFD��XQD�exit strategy�ULVSHWWR�DOOD�FRQÀLWWXDOLWj�FLWWDGL-
QD��FRPH�DYYLHQH�DG�HVHPSLR�SHU�L�%HFFDULD�VWXGLDWL�GD�&RYLQL���TXL�O¶HVLJHQ-
]D�IRQGDPHQWDOH�GHL�VLJQRUL�q�TXHOOD�GL�FRQVHUYDUH�OD�IHGHOWj�GHL�VXGGLWL��FKH�
QRQ�SRVVRQR�TXLQGL�HVVHUH�VRWWRSRVWL�D�FDULFKL�HFFHVVLYL��,Q�TXHVWL�FRQWHVWL��
q�ULGRWWD�O¶LPSRUWDQ]D�HFRQRPLFD�GHOOD�VLJQRULD��L�FXL�UHGGLWL�UDSSUHVHQWDQR�
XQ¶LQWHJUD]LRQH�GL�XQ�VLVWHPD�GL�ULVRUVH�DUWLFRODWR�VX�DOWUH�EDVL��LQ�ODUJD�PL-
VXUD�VXL�FRPPHUFL�H�VXOOD�SDUWHFLSD]LRQH�DO�JRYHUQR�GHOOR�6WDWR��/¶LQFLGHQ]D�
GHO�FRQWHVWR�UHJLRQDOH�VXOOH�IRUPH�GHO�SRWHUH�ORFDOH�VL�FRJOLH�EHQH�DQFKH�FRQVL-
GHUDQGR�L�OLPLWL�LPSRVWL�DO�SRWHUH�VLJQRULOH�GDOO¶HJHPRQLD�SULQFLSHVFD��SHU�FXL�
QHOOH�GRPLQD]LRQL�LQTXDGUDWH�QHJOL�VWDWL�UHJLRQDOL�FRQVWDWLDPR�VLD�XQ�QXPHUR�
SL��DOWR�GL�IUDQFKLJLH��VLD�SL��DPSLH�SRVVLELOLWj�SHU�L�VXGGLWL�GL�IDUH�ULFRUVR�DOOD�
JLXVWL]LD�GHO�SULQFLSH�FRQWUR�OH�SUHVVLRQL�VLJQRULOL��)LRUH��

Terra e tempo sono risorse, ma alcuni contributi del volume mostrano 
FRPH�DQFKH�LO�FRQ¿QH�SRVVD�HVVHUOR��Ê�LO�FDVR�SULPD�GL�WXWWR�GHO�VDJJLR�GL�'HOOD�
0LVHULFRUGLD��FKH�SRQH�DO�FHQWUR�OD�FDSDFLWj�GHL�VXGGLWL�GL�DWWLYDUH�FDQDOL�GL�
FRPXQLFD]LRQH�SROLWLFD�WUDQVIURQWDOLHUD��GLPHQVLRQH�FKH�QRQ�q�PRQRSROL]]D-
WD�Qp�GDO�SULQFLSH�Qp�GDL�VLJQRUL��FKLDUD�q�OD�FDSDFLWj�FRPXQLWDULD�GL�DJLUH�VX�
RUL]]RQWL�SROLWLFL�DPSL��LQWHUORTXHQGR�FRQ�LO�GXFD�GL�0LODQR��OD�6YL]]HUD�H�O¶,P-
SHUR��2UL]]RQWL�DPSL�VRQR�DQFKH�TXHOOL�ULFRVWUXLWL�GD�&RYLQL�QHO�FDVR�GL�$UHQD�
3R��WHUUD�GL�IURQWLHUD��GL�VWUDGD�H�GL�¿XPH��,O�SRUWR�q�QHOOH�PDQL�GHO�SULQFLSH�H�
sfugge sia al signore sia alla comunità, ma opportunità importanti per i poteri 
ORFDOL�VRQR�R̆HUWH�GDOOD�UHWH�VWUDGDOH��(G�q�LQ�TXHVWR�FRQWHVWR�FKH�VL�GHOLQHDQR�
JUXSSL�LQWHUQL�DOOD�FRPXQLWj��GHWHQWRUL�GL�ULVRUVH�ULOHYDQWL��QRWDELOL�FKH�VRQR�
ULFFKL�LQ�SULPD�SHUVRQD�H�DO�FRQWHPSR�LQ�JUDGR�GL�FRQWUROODUH�OH�¿QDQ]H�FR-
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PXQLWDULH��VHQ]D�XQ�YHUR�HG�ḢFDFH�FRQWUROOR�Qp�GD�SDUWH�GHO�VLJQRUH��Qp�GHO�
SULQFLSH��Qp�GHO�UHVWR�GHOOD�FRPXQLWj�

/D�ULFFKH]]D�FRPXQLWDULD�H� OD�FDSDFLWj�GL� LQYHVWLPHQWR�HPHUJRQR�DQFKH�
D�&RJQH��QHO�FRQWULEXWR�GL�&RUQLROR���FRQ�OD�YRORQWj�H� O¶DELOLWj�GHL�VXGGLWL�GL�
LQYHVWLUH�VX�XQD�ULVRUVD�SHFXOLDUH��OH�PLQLHUH�GL�IHUUR��H�FRVu�LQ�9DOOH�0DLUD��
studiata da Luigi Provero, dove le comunità sono in grado di incanalare som-
PH�ULOHYDQWL�VLD�QHOOD�FRVWUX]LRQH�GHOOH�FKLHVH�SDUURFFKLDOL��VLD�LQ�LQWHUYHQWL�
di sviluppo del sistema stradale, intesi ad aprire la valle a una dimensione 
transalpina e a trasformare questi villaggi in comunità di frontiera e transito. 
Ê�TXL�LQWHUHVVDQWH�QRWDUH�DOOD�¿QH�GHO�4XDWWURFHQWR�OD�FRQYHUJHQ]D�WUD�VLJQRUL�
H�FRPXQLWj�QHO�WHQWDWLYR�LQIUXWWXRVR�GL�WUDVIRUPDUH�YDOOL�FKLXVH�LQ�FDQDOL�GL�
FRPXQLFD]LRQH�FRQ�OH�DUHH�IUDQFHVL��SHU�PHWWHUVL�LQ�FRQFRUUHQ]D�FRQ�L�SRWHUL�
FKH�FRQWUROODQR�L�YDOLFKL�PDJJLRUL��6LJQRUL�H�FRPXQLWj�LQYHVWRQR�FLIUH�ULOHYDQ-
WL�SHU�GLYHQWDUH�WHUUH�GL�FRQ¿QH�H�WUDQVLWR��SHU�YDORUL]]DUH�OD�SURSULD�FROORFD-
]LRQH�LQ�XQD�QXRYD�SURVSHWWLYD�WHUULWRULDOH��XQD�FRQGL]LRQH�FKH�SRWHYD�R̆ULUH�
notevoli opportunità su un piano non esclusivamente economico, come pone 
LQ�ULOLHYR�'HOOD�0LVHULFRUGLD�SHU�LO�FDVR�GHOOD�YDO�)RUPD]]D�

6XO�SLDQR�GHJOL�DVVHWWL�FRPXQLWDUL��LO�ULVXOWDWR�FKH�LQ�PRGR�SL��FKLDUR�H�FRQ-
FRUGH�HPHUJH�GD�PROWL�VDJJL�FRQWHQXWL�QHO�YROXPH�q�LO�IDWWR�FKH�LO�YLOODJJLR�q�XQ�
TXDGUR�FRPXQLWDULR�H�LVWLWX]LRQDOH�GHO�WXWWR�LQVẊFLHQWH�D�OHJJHUH�OD�SROLWLFD�
ORFDOH��XQR�VSD]LR�FKH�QRQ�SXz�HVVHUH�FRQVLGHUDWR�XQ�ULIHULPHQWR�QHFHVVDULR�H�
obbligato11��4XHVWR�VL�YHGH�FRQ�JUDQGH�HYLGHQ]D�QHO�FRQWULEXWR�GL�'HOOD�0LVHUL-
FRUGLD��FKH�GHOLQHD�XQD�VHULH�GL�WHQVLRQL�H�FRQÀLWWL�LQ�FXL�LO�YLOODJJLR�H�OD�VXD�FRQ-
¿JXUD]LRQH�VRFLDOH��LVWLWX]LRQDOH�H�WHUULWRULDOH�KDQQR�XQ�SHVR�GHO�WXWWR�UHODWLYR��
GD�XQ�ODWR�HPHUJH�XQD�IRUWH�FRQÀLWWXDOLWj�LQWHUQD��VLD�WUD�FHWL�LQ�FRPSHWL]LRQH�
VLD�WUD�GLYHUVL�QXFOHL�GL�UHVLGHQ]D��GDOO¶DOWUR�YHGLDPR�EHQH� OD�FRHVLRQH�VXEUH-
JLRQDOH�GHOOD�YDO�)RUPD]]D��FRQQHVVD�DOOD�SHFXOLDUH�PDWULFH�OLQJXLVWLFD�:DOVHU�

Ê�XQ�GDWR� FKH� ULFRPSDUH� LQ� GLYHUVL� VDJJL� H� FRQWHVWL��*UDYHOD�PHWWH� SHU�
HVHPSLR�LQ�HYLGHQ]D�O¶ḢFDFLD�GHL�VLVWHPL�FOLHQWHODUL�FKH�DWWUDYHUVDQR�GLYHUVL�
YLOODJJL��QHOOD�FRHVLVWHQ]D�GL�RUJDQL]]D]LRQL�FRPXQLWDULH�SOXULPH��communi-
tates� GL� YDOOH�� YLOODJJL�� SDUURFFKLH�� TXDUWLHUL��� D� GHOLQHDUH�XQ�TXDGUR� LQ� FXL�
i vincoli clientelari e di fedeltà tendono a prevalere su quelli di comunità e 
YLFLQDWR��$VVLVWLDPR�FRVu�D�FRQÀLWWL�WUD�XRPLQL�GHOOR�VWHVVR�QXFOHR�LQVHGLDWLYR�
H�D�IRUPH�GL�FROODERUD]LRQH�WUD�XRPLQL�GL�YLOODJJL�GLYHUVL��PD�GLSHQGHQWL�GDOOR�
VWHVVR�VLJQRUH��$QFKH�)UDQFHVFR�6HQDWRUH��VRWWROLQHDQGR�OD�OXQJD�GXUDWD�GHOOH�
forme di signoria personale, ci permette di vedere come i legami nati sulla 
EDVH�GHOOR�VSD]LR�GL�YLOODJJLR�QRQ�VLDQR�Qp�JOL�XQLFL�Qp�QHFHVVDULDPHQWH�TXHOOL�
prevalenti.

,�GXH�FDVL�DOSLQL�VWXGLDWL�GD�'HOOD�0LVHULFRUGLD�H�GD�*UDYHOD�FRQYHUJRQR�
QHO�PRVWUDUH�©XQ¶D]LRQH�SROLWLFD�GHL�VXGGLWL�FKH�QRQ�WUDHYD�RULJLQH�GDL�domini, 
PD�FKH�OL�XWLOL]]DYD�FRPH�XQD�EDQGLHUD�VRWWR�OD�TXDOH�ULXQLUH�LVWDQ]H�ORFDOLª�
�*UDYHOD���4XHVWD�DQDORJLD�WUD�L�GXH�VDJJL�QRQ�SHUPHWWH�RYYLDPHQWH�GL�D̆HU-

11 Communautés d’habitants.
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PDUH�XQD�VSHFL¿FLWj�DOSLQD��XQD�IRUPD�RUJDQL]]DWLYD�GHOOD�VRFLHWj�FKH�FRQQRWL�
LQ�PRGR�SHFXOLDUH�HG�HVFOXVLYR�OH�DUHH�PRQWDQH��1RQ�VROR�SHUFKp�LO�YROXPH�
�FRVu�FRPH�LO�VHPLQDULR�GD�FXL�q�QDWR��QRQ�KD�XQ¶DPEL]LRQH�GL�FRPSDUD]LRQH�
VLVWHPDWLFD��PD�DQFKH�SHUFKp�JOL� VWHVVL�FRQWULEXWL�TXL� UDFFROWL�FL�R̆URQR�UL-
VSRVWH�GLYHUJHQWL�� VH�'HOOD�0LVHULFRUGLD� VRWWROLQHD� O¶LQḢFDFLD�GHO� YLOODJJLR�
FRPH�TXDGUR�RUJDQL]]DWLYR�GHOOD� VRFLHWj�� FLz� FKH� FRQQRWD� LO� FRQWHVWR�GD� OXL�
DQDOL]]DWR�q�SL��LO�IDWWR�GL�HVVHUH�IURQWLHUD�FKH�OD�FROORFD]LRQH�DOSLQD��H�*UDYHOD�
ULFRVWUXLVFH�XQD�ULEHOOLRQH�FKH�q�SURSULD�GHOOH�DUHH�PRQWDQH�H�QRQ�FRLQYROJH�
L�YLOODJJL�GL�SLDQXUD�VRWWRSRVWL�DJOL�VWHVVL�VLJQRUL��PD�q�VROR�XQD�VSHFL¿FD�IDVH�
della storia delle valli canavesane a essere connotata da questa tensione e da 
TXHVWD�SUHYDOHQ]D�GHOOH�VROLGDULHWj�FKH�DWWUDYHUVDQR�YLOODJJL�GLYHUVL��

$O�FRQWHPSR�O¶ḢFDFLD�GHL�VLVWHPL�UHOD]LRQDOL�GL�DPSLR�UHVSLUR�WHUULWRULDOH�
QRQ�q�HVFOXVLYD�GHOOH�DUHH�DOSLQH��Qp�VL�ULWURYD�LQ�WXWWL�L�FRQWHVWL�GL�PRQWDJQD��
'D�XQ� ODWR� L�VDJJL�GL�&RUQLROR�H�3URYHUR�FL�PRVWUDQR�UHDOWj�PRQWDQH� LQ�FXL�
O¶LGHQWLWj� FRPXQLWDULD� GL� YLOODJJLR�� SHU� TXDQWR� FRQWUDWWDWD� H� FRQWLQXDPHQWH�
manipolata, è un dato forte e probabilmente prevalente sulle solidarietà di 
YDOOH��'DOO¶DOWUR�O¶ḢFDFLD�GHOOH�VROLGDULHWj�FKH�DWWUDYHUVDQR�GLYHUVL�YLOODJJL�q�
HYLGHQWH�DQFKH�LQ�FRQWHVWL�QRQ�DOSLQL��SHU�HVHPSLR�QHOOD�/RPEDUGLD�WUHFHQWH-
sca, dove a smontare ulteriormente il rilievo identitario dei villaggi interviene 
OD�SURLH]LRQH�VXO�FRQWDGR�GHOOH�VWUXWWXUH�ID]LRQDULH�FLWWDGLQH��HYLGHQ]LDWD�VLD�
GD�'HO�7UHGLFL�VLD�GD�&RYLQL�

,�SURFHVVL�GL�HODERUD]LRQH�FRPXQLWDULD�WURYDQR�HVSUHVVLRQH�LPSRUWDQWH�QHO-
OH�FKLHVH�H�QHL�FHULPRQLDOL��9HGLDPR�FRVu�HPHUJHUH�OH�WHQVLRQL�SHU�LO�FRQWUROOR�
GHOOH�FKLHVH�ORFDOL�H�GHO�FOHUR��OD�FDSDFLWj�GL�LQWHUYHQWR�GL�VLJQRUL��FRPXQLWj�H�YH-
VFRYL��OH�IRUPH�GL�SDWURQDWR�FRPXQLWDULR�H�O¶LQWHUIHUHQ]D�WUD�FKLHVH�SDUURFFKLDOL�
e confraternite (in particolare Corniolo, Gravela e Provero). La quotidianità del-
OD�YLWD�UHOLJLRVD�SDUURFFKLDOH�VL�LQWHUURPSH�QHL�PDJJLRUL�PRPHQWL�FHULPRQLDOL��
OD�FXL�ULOHYDQ]D�q�PHVVD�LQ�OXFH�LQ�SDUWLFRODUH�QHO�VDJJLR�GL�&RYLQL��FRQ�OH�WHQVLR-
QL�LQWUDFRPXQLWDULH�OHJDWH�DOOD�IHVWD�GHOO¶$VVXQWD�H�L�FRQQHVVL�VFRQWUL��FRQ�XQD�
YLROHQ]D�FKH�SHUz�q�SL��PLQDFFLDWD�FKH�UHDOH���H�QHO�FRQWULEXWR�GL�&RUQLROR��FRQ�
OD�UHJRODUH�FHOHEUD]LRQH�GHOOD�sogne��O¶DVVHPEOHD�DQQXDOH�GHO�YLOODJJLR�DWWRUQR�DO�
YHVFRYR��D�ULQQRYDUH�OD�GLSHQGHQ]D�H�OH�VXH�IRUPH�

4XHVWH� FDUDWWHULVWLFKH� SRWUHEEHUR� VHPEUDUH� HOHPHQWL� GL� OXQJR� SHULRGR��
SUHVVRFKp�SHUPDQHQWL�QHOOH�FDPSDJQH�EDVVRPHGLHYDOL�H�PRGHUQH��H�VLFXUD-
PHQWH�LQ�TXDOFKH�FDVR��FRPH�SHU�OH�VLJQRULH�SHUVRQDOL�VWXGLDWH�GD�6HQDWRUH��JOL�
DVVHWWL�GL�SRWHUH�VL�FRQVHUYDQR�VX�XQD�OXQJKLVVLPD�GXUDWD��PD�DOWUL�IXQ]LRQD-
PHQWL�KDQQR�LQYHFH�XQ�FKLDUR�YDORUH�SHULRGL]]DQWH��*UDYHOD�VRWWROLQHD�FKH�LO�
7XFKLQDJJLR��OD�ULEHOOLRQH�FKH�FRRUGLQD�GLYHUVL�YLOODJJL�GHOOH�YDOOL�GHO�&DQDYH-
VH��q�XQ¶D]LRQH�GDO�IRUWH�YDORUH�SHULRGL]]DQWH��FKH�VHJQD�XQ�PXWDPHQWR�QHOOH�
VFHOWH�GHOOH�pOLWH�ORFDOL�H�XQ�SURJUHVVLYR�SDVVDJJLR�D�XQ¶D]LRQH�RUJDQL]]DWD�SHU�
FRPXQLWj��DQFKH�'HO�7UHGLFL��GD�XQD�SURVSHWWLYD�PROWR�GLYHUVD��PRVWUD�FRPH�
OD�QR]LRQH�GL�DPLFL]LD�DSSOLFDWD�DOOH�ID]LRQL�VLD�XQD�SHFXOLDULWj�GDO�SXQWR�GL�
YLVWD�UHJLRQDOH�H�FURQRORJLFR��SRLFKp�VL�D̆HUPD�LQ�/RPEDUGLD�QHO�;,9�VHFROR�

8Q¶HYLGHQWH�WHQVLRQH�D�OLYHOOR�ORFDOH��ULFRUUHQWH�LQ�FRQWHVWL�PROWR�GLYHUVL��
q�OD�ORWWD�WUD�L�VLJQRUL�H�OH�pOLWH�ORFDOL�SHU�LO�FRQWUROOR�GHL�PHFFDQLVPL�GL�PH-
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GLD]LRQH�QHL�FRQIURQWL�GHO�SRWHUH�VWDWDOH��,Q�OLQHD�JHQHUDOH��L�VLJQRUL�WHQWDQR�
GL�LPSRUVL�FRPH�XQLFD�YLD�GL�PHGLD]LRQH�WUD�SULQFLSH�H�VXGGLWL��PHQWUH�TXHVWL�
XOWLPL�WHQWDQR�GL�VDOWDUH�LO�¿OWUR�VLJQRULOH�H�DFFHGHUH�D�XQD�FRPXQLFD]LRQH�GL-
UHWWD�FRQ�LO�SULQFLSH��/D�WHQVLRQH�q�DG�HVHPSLR�HYLGHQWH�QHO�VDJJLR�GL�'HOOD�0L-
VHULFRUGLD��GRYH�LO�FRQÀLWWR�DVVXPH�XQD�FRQQRWD]LRQH�SHFXOLDUH��DWWRUQR�DOOD�
SURWH]LRQH�JLXGL]LDULD�QHFHVVDULD�SHU�OH�TXHVWLRQL�FRQQHVVH�DO�FRQWUDEEDQGR�
H�DL�SHGDJJL��0D�q�DSSXQWR�XQD�FRORULWXUD�VSHFL¿FD�GL�XQD�WHQVLRQH�EHQ�SL��
GL̆XVD��PHVVD�SHU�HVHPSLR�LQ�HYLGHQ]D�GD�)LRUH�LQ�XQD�SDQRUDPLFD�UHJLRQDOH�

&RYLQL�H�7XIDQR�PHWWRQR�LQ�OXFH�FRPH�OD�FDSDFLWj�GHOOH�pOLWH�ORFDOL�DG�DJLUH�
FRPH�PHGLDWRUL�QDVFD�GD�XQD�GLVSRQLELOLWj�GL�ULVRUVH�H�GD�XQD�FRQ¿JXUD]LRQH�
SROLWLFD�IDYRUHYROH��PD�DQFKH�GDOOD�SRVVLELOLWj�GL�PHWWHUH�LQ�FDPSR�VSHFL¿FKH�
FRPSHWHQ]H�JLXULGLFKH��DPPLQLVWUDWLYH�H�GL�VFULWWXUD��$QFRUD�SL��VSHFL¿FKH�OH�
FRPSHWHQ]H�PHVVH�LQ�JLRFR�GDL�PHGLDWRUL�VWXGLDWL�GD�&RUQLROR��FKH�QHO�FDVR�GL�
&RJQH�ULFRVWUXLVFH�OD�FRPSUHVHQ]D�GL�GLYHUVH�YLH�GL�PHGLD]LRQH�WUD�LO�YLOODJJLR�
e la città di Aosta: da un lato i mistrali�FKH�JHVWLVFRQR�LO�UDSSRUWR�FRQ�LO�YHVFRYR�
LQ�TXDQWR�VLJQRUH��GDOO¶DOWUR�L�FXUDWL��FKH�JDUDQWLVFRQR�OD�FRPXQLFD]LRQH�VLD�QHL�
FRQIURQWL�GHL�FDQRQLFL�GL�6DQW¶2UVR��GD�FXL�OD�FKLHVD�ORFDOH�GLSHQGH���VLD�YHUVR�LO�
YHVFRYR�LQ�TXDQWR�RUGLQDULR�GLRFHVDQR��(�L�FXUDWL�FRVWLWXLVFRQR�XQ�QRGR�FKLDYH�
QHOOD�GLQDPLFD�SROLWLFD�ORFDOH��FRPH�VL�YHGH�QHL�GXUL�FRQÀLWWL�SHU�LO�FRQWUROOR�¿VL-
FR�GL�TXHVWL�FKLHULFL��FKH�YHQJRQR�LPSULJLRQDWL�H�VRWWRSRVWL�D�ULWXDOL�GHJUDGDQWL�

1HO� FRPSOHVVR�� O¶D]LRQH� VLJQRULOH�Gj�YLWD�D�XQ¶LQWHUHVVDQWH�GLQDPLFD� WUD�
FRQWUROOR�GHOOH�ULVRUVH��VLVWHPL�FOLHQWHODUL��HODERUD]LRQH�FHULPRQLDOH�H�GH¿QL-
]LRQH�GL�LGHDOL�SROLWLFL��4XHVWL�XOWLPL�FRVWLWXLVFRQR�QDWXUDOPHQWH�O¶DVSHWWR�SL��
VIXJJHQWH��QHO�VLVWHPD�GL�¿OWUL�H�PHGLD]LRQL�FKH�UHQGH�GL̇FLOH�OHJJHUH�LQ�PRGR�
FUHGLELOH�OH�DVSLUD]LRQL�H�JOL�RUL]]RQWL�LGHDOL�GHL�VXGGLWL��7XWWDYLD�DOFXQH�WUDFFH�
GL�TXHVWL�LGHDOL�SROLWLFL�HPHUJRQR��QHL�FDVL�GHOOH�FRPXQLWj�FKH�FKLHGRQR�XQD�
VLJQRULD�SL��JLXVWD�H� IRUPH�GL� OLEHUWj��*UDYHOD���R� LQ�FRQWHVWL�VSHFL¿FL�FRPH�
quello studiato da Covini, in cui la sottomissione tardiva al potere signorile 
KD�ODVFLDWR�VSD]LR�D�XQD�PHPRULD�GHOOD�SUHFHGHQWH�OLEHUWj��FKH�UHVWD�XQ¶DVSLUD-
]LRQH�YLYD�SHU�OD�FRPXQLWj��8Q�LGHDOH�QRQ�DVWUDWWR��PD�FRQQHVVR�D�EHQ�SUHFLVH�
FRQ¿JXUD]LRQL�VRFLDOL��H�LQ�VSHFL¿FR�D�XQ�FRQWUROOR�VLJQRULOH�GHEROH��IRQGDWR�VX�
un ridotto nucleo di fautori dei signori, in una comunità in cui gli oppositori 
GHO�VLJQRUH�VRQR�L�JUXSSL�HFRQRPLFDPHQWH�SL��IRUWL��'DO�SXQWR�GL�YLVWD�VLJQR-
ULOH��XQD�SHFXOLDUH�OHWWXUD�GHO�UDSSRUWR�FRQ�L�VXGGLWL�q�TXHOOD�ULFRVWUXLWD�GD�'HO�
7UHGLFL�� FKH�QHOOD�/RPEDUGLD�GHO�7UHFHQWR�VHJXH� O¶D̆HUPDUVL�GHO� OLQJXDJJLR�
GHOO¶DPLFL]LD�D�GH¿QLUH�LO�OHJDPH�WUD�VLJQRUL�H�GLSHQGHQWL12.

'DOO¶LQVLHPH�GHO�YROXPH�HPHUJH�XQ�TXDGUR�GRWDWR�GL�XQD�HWHURJHQHD�FRH-
UHQ]D��LQ�FXL�O¶D]LRQH�SROLWLFD�GHL�VLJQRUL�VL�LQWHJUD�FRQ�XQD�SL��DUWLFRODWD�D]LR-
QH�DOO¶LQWHUQR�GHOOD�VLJQRULD��FKH�HPHUJH�FRPH�XQR�VSD]LR�SROLWLFR�IRUWHPHQWH�
JHUDUFKL]]DWR�LQ�FXL�VRQR�SHUz�DWWLYL�GLYHUVL�SURWDJRQLVWL��1RQ�VL�SXz�LGHQWL-

12� (�QHO�FRUVR�GHO�VHPLQDULR�VL�HUD�ULYHODWD�SUH]LRVD��SHU�TXHVWL�DVSHWWL�� OD�UHOD]LRQH�GL�0DUFR�
Gentile, Signori e uomini. Il problema del consenso nelle signorie dell’Emilia occidentale (XV 
secolo)��FKH�O¶DXWRUH�QRQ�KD�SRWXWR�FRQVHJQDUH�SHU�OD�SXEEOLFD]LRQH�GHJOL�DWWL� 
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¿FDUH�OD�VLJQRULD�FRQ�L�VLJQRUL��FKH�VRQR�JOL�DWWRUL�SROLWLFL�SULQFLSDOL�PD�FHUWR�
QRQ�JOL�XQLFL��ḊDQFDWL�GDO�VHJPHQWDWR�H�IUDVWDJOLDWR�PRQGR�GHL�VXGGLWL��GDO�
FOHUR��GDJOL�ẊFLDOL�VWDWDOL�H�FRVu�YLD��8QD�UHDOWj�FRVu�FRPSOHVVD�VIXJJH�QDWX-
UDOPHQWH�D�XQ�WHQWDWLYR�GL�UDSLGD�VLQWHVL�H�VL�R̆UH�LQYHFH�FRPH�XQ�DPELWR�GD�
LQGDJDUH�QHOOD�SOXUDOLWj�GHOOH�VXH�FRQFUHWH�PDQLIHVWD]LRQL��,�VDJJL�TXL�UDFFROWL�
costituiscono altrettanti sondaggi di una realtà ancora largamente ignota e il 
ORUR�YDORUH�ULVLHGH�QHOOH�ULVSRVWH�FKH�R̆URQR��PD�DQFKH�LQ�ODUJD�PLVXUD�QHOOH�
GRPDQGH�FKH�SURYDQR�D�IRUPXODUH�
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