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Abstract

The cleonine weevil Maximus mimosae (Olivier, 1807), thus far known only from western and central
Palaearctic Asia with an extension to Sinai peninsula, was found in 1997 for the first time in Europe
on Tinos Island, Greece. Pictures of the Greek specimen and data on its collecting locality are given.
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Although the Curculionoidea fauna of Greece has been and still is an attractive target for excursions
of various coleopterists, new and surprising discoveries are regularly made. New species are being
described (Colonnelli 2016, 2018, Borovec et al. 2017, Stilben & Kramp 2019) and species new
to Greece or to some of its regions or islands are recorded every year (Szénasi 2017, Germann
& Braunert 2018, Germann 2020, Winkelmann et al. 2021). Starting from a couple of years ago,
published records and label data of specimens from accessible collections are available in the online
catalogue « The weevils of Greece » (Germann et al. 2021), where at present more than 1600 species
are included, being this number continuously increasing. Here we report a remarkable new record of
a member of Lixinae, subfamily of which 98 species are listed for Greece in the catalogue.

The genus Maximus Alonso-Zarazaga & Lyal, 2009, originally proposed as replacement name for
Stephanophorus Chevrolat, 1872 (not Stephanophorus Strickland, 1841, Aves), comprises at present
14 species distributed from eastern Europe to Central Asia (Meregalli 2021). Maximus mimosae was
originally described from Baghdad. The species is known from Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Egypt (Sinai),
Pakistan, Syria and easternTurkey (Meregalli 2021). Its ecology is unknown. Two specimens (Figs
1-3) of this large weevil (16-17 mm) were discovered on Tinos Island, and their label data are given in
Fig. 4 (collection S. Wartmann, Basel). The present record is the first outside the biogeographic realm
of Asia. The specimens were collected accidentally while walking around on the soil.
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Fig.1-4. Maximus mimosae, Tinos Island, Greece.
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