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Re-evaluate water governance: A cross model between law and management

Prof. Margherita Poto™?, Prof. Stefano Duglic®?

"Department of Management, University of Torina, Toring, italy. *UiT The Arctic University of Norway,
Tromsg, Norway. *NatRisk - Interdepartmental Research Centre on Natural Risks in Mountain and Hilly
Environments, University of Torino, Torino, Italy

Abstract

Freshwater is source of life for human beings and, in the meantime, is characterized by scarcity,
vulnerability and - sometimes - a non-equitable distribution. Water is also an important resource, useful
for different human activities, interests and purposes. Firstly, water is used in different production
processes as fundamental production input in the primary sector (i.e. agriculture, fishing) but also in
manufacturing (for instance, textile and paper production) and the third sector (tourism activities and
hospitality sector). Furthermore, thanks to hydropower installations water is an important primary
source of renewable energy too. In doing so, it contributes to decarbonize the energy sector by reducing
greenhouse gases emissions (in particular, carbon dioxide) during the energy production phase. Due to
climate change, however, freshwater is becoming scarcer, and a suitable water governance can play a
fundamental role for managing its different uses, which may be in competition among each other,

Starting from these premises, this contribution aims to reflect on the thrée environmental governance
pillars - participatory rights for nature: access to infarmation, access to participation, access to justice,
through critical legal analysis and the ecological ethics of empathy {ability to enter in communion with
the others” emotions), compassion (ability to feel together), and care (ability to take restoring actions).
The objectives of the research are 1o i} redesign the legal response to the ecological challenges
concerning water, with a focus on our obligations towards water (rights of water), ii) explore on the role
of the different freshwater uses as key components of an improved water resources management.

in the long term, the study is expected to contribute to the scientific progress towards the achievement
of the Agenda 2030 Sustainalle Development Goals (SDGs), in times of environmental and health crisis,
by reflecting upon water governance model that bridges legal and management issues. Mare
specifically, the study scope is linked to SDG 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of woter
and sanitation for ail”, targets 6.1, 6.4 and 6.5.
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MOBEUING WATER GOVERNANCE WITH e —
EMPATHY, COMPASSION, AND CARE Rl
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Top-down regulatory approfeches have failed to vueet any of the
global envivonmental goals (Le. Parls agreement, Agenda 2020).
Thus, we bnereasingly face water-velated challenges sueh as:
- seareity);
- pontambnation; and
e e O -bnequitable distribution.

The ABC of Water Governance
A for... Acoess vights for... Comprssion: ability to enter bn communion with others
C for... CDMWLWL’L% based veseaveh: veseaveh that lnvolves communities; Cave: abLL’Lt:d to
takee restoring actlons; Compassion: ability to feel together
€ for... Bmpathy: ability to enter bn commumnion with the emotions of others
& for... qovernance: o polyjcentrie actor-tnelusive concept
M for ... Managerent: coordinated tasks for achieving a comumon goal
Ufor...ntegral Beolog): unlfying hwman and non huwman elevnents
V for.. Viudinerable: vialinus refers to the wownd to be vestored and re-storied
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