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GIUSEPP r VERSINO
( 1882-1963, ltaly)

"The patient affected by early dementia, Mr. G. Versino, admitted at the ps~chiatric
hospital in Collegno, is in charge of everyday cleaning. He , after usmg rags.
washes them, then frays them , and finally shapes drawstrings in order to wea~e
his clothes together. The weight of this dress , which he always wears , both m
summer and wintertime, is ninety-five pounds. It will take him about one month
to make his dress ." This note was probably written by Professor Antonio Marro
(see Giorgio Colombo, La Scienza Infelice , 1975), and is associ_ated with two
photographs of Giuseppe Versino , who was a patient at the psychiatric hospital
in Collegno, Italy (in the Piedmont area dose to Turin) in the early twentieth
century. In these pictures, Versino is wearing some of his handmade attire. For
a long time, this represented the only information known about the artist and
his creations.
The "clothing monument," as it was named by Colombo, was made with red ,
cream, and blue cotton strips woven together, and comprised one long tunic
and a short one, a pair of pants, and a scarf. along with a pair of boots; today the
costume is housed at the Cesare Lombroso Museum of Criminal Anthropolog y
of the University of Turin. An additional clothing monument is kept at the
university's Museum of Anthropolog y and Ethnography and consists of a long
tunic, a short tunic, a pair of pants, two hats, a bag, and a pair of boots.
Versino's creations were recovered by Antonio Marro, medical manager of the
psychiatric hospitals in Turin and Collegno and assistant to psychiatrist Cesare
Lombroso at the cabinet of forensic medicine. Marro gave them to Lombroso,
founder of the Museum of Anthropolog y and Ethnograph y, and to his son,
Giovanni, who studied with Lombroso, in 1926. Marra was effectively influenced,
like many other psychiatrists at that time, by Lombroso's interpretatio n of the
connection between madness and artistic production. As a consequenc e he
started to show interest in the objects his patients created, which were often
made with recyclable materials, not only for their aesthetic value but for their
scientific meaning: they could be used as evidence for Lombroso's theories on
criminality, genius, and madness. This type of work would be reevaluated in
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