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PROCEEDINGS
of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences 74" Annual Scientific Conference

The Proceedings of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences is an official publication of the American
Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS). It is devoted to the publication of the abstracts of technical oral
papers and posters presented at the AAFS Annual Scientific Conference. These include various branches of
the forensic sciences such as anthropology, criminalistics, digital evidence, engineering, jurisprudence,
odontology, pathology, psychiatry, questioned documents, and toxicology. Similar submissions dealing with
forensic-oriented aspects of the social sciences are also included.

Please note that some of the abstracts included in the Proceedings deal with topics, results, and/or conclusions
that are controversial. The publication of abstracts does not imply that the AAFS, its sections, or the individual
section program chairs/committee members have verified or agree with the studies, results, and/or conclusions of
each abstract. During the process of planning a scientific program, it is impossible to “peer-review” each abstract
and presentation to the degree that is accomplished during manuscript review. Abstracts and presentations are
accepted, in part, so they can be critiqued and reviewed by other scientists. Thus, a forum is created to discuss
controversial issues.

The views expressed in this publication are not those of the AAFS. The data and opinions appearing in the
published material were prepared by and are the responsibility of the contributor(s), not of the AAFS nor its
respective employees, employers, officers, and agents. The AAFS does not supply copies of meeting papers. Please
write directly to individual authors to obtain copies of specific papers. Presentation of some abstracts may have been
scheduled or canceled after the publication of this document.

English is the official language of the AAFS and its me etings; neither oral nor written translations will be
provided.

Copyright 2022 by the AAFS. Unless stated otherwise, non-commercial photocopying of editorial
material published in this periodical is permitted by the AAFS. Permission to reprint, publish, or otherwise
reproduce such material in any form other than photocopying must be obtained from the AAFS.
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E34  The Assessment of Skin Lesions in Trafficking Victims: A Medicolegal Approach

Francesca Capello, MD*, University of Turin, Turin, Italy; Camilla Bonci, MD, University of Turin, Turin, Italy; Niccolé Dino Melloni, MD, University
of Turin, Turin, Italy; Alice Porceddu, MD, University of Turin, Turin, Italy; Davide Santovito, MD, AOU Citta della Salute e della Scienza di Torino,
Turin, Italy; Giancarlo Di Vella, MD, PhD, University of Turin, Turin, Italy

Learning Overview: After attending this presentation, attendees will have a better understanding of the importance of a structured interview in a
medicolegal examination to correctly discriminate the origin of skin lesions in trafficking victims.

Impact Statement: This presentation will impact the forensic science community by underlying the need of a multidisciplinary approach based on an

accurate forensic examination along with empathic communication with the patient. The case of a young trafficking victim from west sub-Sahara Africa
with peculiar skin lesions will be presented.

According to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, adopted by General Assembly resolution 55/25 of November 15,
2000, trafficking in human beings represents a serious violation of human rights. In recent years, in Italy, there has been a progressive increase in the
number of asylum seekers and refugees with a history of exploitation (sexual slavery, forced labor, illegal activities, migrant smuggling). The
identification of victims is a necessary prerequisite for assistance and protection measures provided by international laws.

It is important to recognize those who have experienced a trafficking event as early as possible in order to prevent forms of exploitation within the
national territory. The Italian procedure for victims of trafficking primarily provides the execution of a structured interview for the purpose of assertation
and identification. During the medicolegal anamnestic investigation, thanks to the help of sociological and psychological experts and the use of a “non-
judgmental listening™ approach, it was possible to create an empathic relationship with the victim. The next step involves carrying out a forensic
examination focused on distinctive anthropomorphic and anthropometric traits, as well as particular characteristics ,such as scars or injuries. Victims
of human trafficking may have skin lesions due to torture or other forms of mistreatment or abuse.? They may also present scars related to ethnical
practices, such as ritual scarifications.

A self-proclaimed underage woman from west sub-Sahara Africa was forced to travel to Italy by migrant smugglers. She was then mistreated and
forced to sell her body until she managed to escape from her persecutors. Since she had no identity documents, she was taken to an Italian hospital in
order to assess her age. Therefore, she was visited by a pediatrician and a forensic expert for ascertaining and identifying purposes. The inspection of
the left abdominal flank revealed the presence of three parallel oblique scars: the most proximal was 12 x 1.5cm, the central one was 12 x 1¢m, and the
distal one was 10 x 1.5cm. All the scars appeared diastased and superficial. During the structured interview, thanks to an empathic approach, it was
possible to attribute the origin of the scars to traditional medical practices.

As a cultural practice among African tribes, scarification consists in creating wounds in order to cause indelible markings associated with a spiritual,
political, or sexual significance.’ They are generally performed methodically and may show macroscopic differences from other forms of abuse and
mistreatment. However, there is a wide range of morphological patterns of lesions perpetrated for different purposes.* Scarification marks may even
change through the years, becoming hypertrophic or keloidal and thus complicating the differential diagnosis.’

In a trafficking victim case, a multidisciplinary approach appears mandatory to correctly distinguish between cultural practices and signs of torture or
maltreatment: the medicolegal assessment should be always supported by an empathic communication with the patient, in order to help the victim to
reveal sensitive issues from his/her past. Understanding and interpreting such stories gives forensic experts the opportunity to better assess the origin
of the lesions.
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