Bakaree Godaana

B.G. (b.?, Waamaa Mokofa, Nagamtee, d. 1868)
was a leader of the /Leeqaa during the reign of
ase /' Tewodros. He unified the Leeqaa around
/7Naqamtee town and founded the Warra
Bakaree (or Leeqaa Naqamtee) dynasty (Terefe
Woldetsadik 1968:74; Abebe Ambachew et al.
1957:9). A member of the Na®a lineage of the
Waayyuu Leeqaa clan, B.G. was the only child of
his parents. He lost his father during childhood
and was brought up by his mother, Mugee.

B.G. was adopted by his paternal uncle, Bararti
Ammo, the 7 abbaa bokkuu of the Na’a lineage.
As an old man with no sons Bararti had been
defeated by his enemies several times in defence
of his lineage’s land rights. B.G. together with
Fido Bookkisaa, the abbaa bokkuu of the entire
Waayyu clan, supported Bararti. Both had an-
cient claims on the position of abbaa bokkuu of
all Waayyuu. B.G.’s help in the defeat of four of
Bararti’s archenemies boosted his rise to power
and his election to the office of /abbaa dulaa
by the local Na’a / gadaa assembly in 1851 (cp.
/7 Leeqaa; Triulzi 1986:51f., 60).

On the occasion of B.G.’s election and fol-
lowing the advice of Bararti, the gadaa assembly
gave B.G. control over a stretch of land called
Handaq. This was a huge wooded area between
the rivers Angir and /Didessa rich in ivory,
honey, cotton, wild animals etc. Gradually, he
started to levy taxes from the people who grazed
their cattle, collected wood, hunted animals or
collected honey. Thus he gathered considerable
wealth and annexed further territory elsewhere
in Leeqaa for his family (Tesema Ta’a 2006:65;
Bairu Tafla 1969:11).

B.G. surrounded himself with armed follow-
ers and continued to consolidate his position by
accumulating ever more wealth. He ignored the
gadaa rules and refused to share the spoils of
war. B.G.’s aim was to establish his authority be-
yond the Na’a lineage over the area between the
Waamaa and Didessa rivers. He pushed his rival
Fido Bookkisaa out of Nagamtee to Diggaa in
the west and established his residence in the cen-
tre of Nagamtee town (Tesema Ta’a 2006: 66).

Eventually, B.G. became /mootii and estab-
lished a new government structure and judiciary
system; he rewarded his followers by distribut-
ing land.

The basis of B.G.’s rule was military strength
as well as an aggressive appropriation surplus of
goods. He encouraged trade in Nagamtee town
by attracting traders from outside. However, af-
ter consolidating his dynasty, he died fighting in
battle. He was succeeded by his son /Moroda
Bakaree (Tesema Ta%a 1993:63—-66; 2006: 66f.).
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0gy, Cambridge 1986, 49-68, here 51f., 60.

Tsega Endalew

Bakri b. Ga*far b. Bakri b. Gafar as-Sadiq b.
Muhammad ‘Utman al-Mirgani

B.G. (i pall i dama n Bilall i (50 0 v (5S4 b.
1911, d. 1954, Asmiira) was the son of sidi Ga“far
al- ergam (b 1871, d. 1943), leader of the Eri-
trean “branch” of the Hatmiya /Islamic broth-
erhood during Italian colonial rule. When he was
seven years old he started learning the Qur’an un-
der Sayb halifa Ga‘far. B.G. was enrolled by his
father, sayyid Ga‘far al-Mirgan, at the Salvago
Raggi School in Kirin, the first colonial school
in the country (founded in 1911), which was de-
signed for the sons of local Muslim notables. At
first several locals expressed their resistance to
the enrolment of their sons to the Italian school,
but later on they were persuaded to follow sayyid
Gafar’s example. At the Kirin School, sayyid
Bakri studied the Italian language and, after that,
pursued the study of Arabic and Islamic sciences
with two teachers, sayh Muhammad Hamid and
Sayh al-Mahgub.



Bakr1 b. Gafar b. Bakri b. Ga“far as-$adiq b. Muhammad “Utman al-Mirgant

From ca. 1924 B.G. began to attend colonial
official occasions with his father. Despite his ten-
der age, he began to assume a relevant political
role in the colony as mediator in conflict resolu-
tion. According to az-Zaman, in 1925, at the re-
quest of the Italian authorities, B.G. successfully
intervened in the local resistance against a settle-
ment in the newly founded town of 7 Tasindy.

At an unknown date, the ITtalian Government
invited B.G. to Italy, where he was received with
honours and visited “all the Italian cities” with
imam lyaya’s son and other Muslim dignitaries.
In Eritrea he visited several places whose popu-
lation asked him to give Islamic instruction and
reconcile controversies. He succeeded in local
conflict resolution, providing “his righteous rec-
ommendations” (Bruzzi 2010: 106f.).

B.G. began his role as a Muslim religious lead-
er in the western Eritrean lowlands already in the
colonial period. In the crucial years following
World War IT he served as a mediator and was
engaged in the political organization of the coun-
try. The British authorities sought his mediation
role in the /tagre-/Somagille conflict (Venosa
2011:631).

Elected president of the /Muslim League in
1946, he ended up declaring his alignment with
the 7 Unionist Party. The publication of this dec-
laration contributed to the decline of his author-
ity and to the break-up of the Muslim League
(Tekeste Negash 2005:110). Little detail is known
about his role during the period of /Ethiopian-
Eritrean Federation, but according to az-Zaman
he accommodated to the new political setting and
was on good terms with ase /Hayld Sollase I’s
government.
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liana, Direzione Africa Orientale, busta 1, Barbato to
Ministero Africa Italiana, Asmara 31 October 1948; Az-
Zaman, Asmara 10 July 1954; Asmara, Research and Doc-
umentation Center, BMA/DIS 260/kel/59-42-92; Asmara,
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Biyyini Baraki

Diggazmac B.B. (097 : 0¢.; b. 1887, mba
Dorho, Hamasen, d. early 1970s, Asmira) was an
Eritrean politician and advocate of the union of
Eritrea with Ethiopia.

B.B. was the first son of ra’asi /Baraki Bokit,
and thus a member of the local nobility of
/Sd‘azziga in Hamasen; he was closely related
to ra’asi 7 Haylu Tawildd Madhon. B.B. received
elementary education at the Swedish Missionary
School (/Evangeliska Fosterland Stiftelsen) in
Asmira.

Although one of the key members of the rul-
ing families of the region, B.B. was not a signifi-
cant player in Eritrean political affairs until 1946
when he became an active member of the “Un-
ionist” wing of the / Mahbar faqri hagir, a po-
litical party which advocated the unconditional
union of Eritrea with Ethiopia. On 5 December
1946, the /Unionist Party elected ra’ssi Kidand
Maryam Gibri Misqil, who was about 80 years
of age at the time, as honorary president, while
B.B. (at the time déiggyat) was elected as presi-
dent. B.B. took over presidency of the party in
1947 which he retained for the next years.

In 1950 B.B. and /Tadla Bayru ‘Ogbit, who
was the secretary general of the party, were elect-
ed as representatives of the Unionist Party to the
UN Assembly to present the party’s case before
the UN General Assembly (/ Ethiopian-Eritrean
Federation; / United Nations).

However, as president of the Unionist Party,
B.B. was not involved in many of its activities;
most of his tasks as president were accomplished
by Tadla Bayru.

Diggizmac Bayyina Biraki (right) with Unionist leaders
in ca. 1951: ras Kidani Maryam, Kekkiya pasa, N.N. and
Tadla Bayru (left); from Pankhurst — Pankhurst 1953,
pl. IX
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