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A Newly Found Greek Inscription from Hamedan: Evidence of
the Worship of Serapis in Ecbatana
Mohammad Shabani*
Mohammad Ebrahim Zarei**
Daniela Francesca Marchiandi**
Kazem Molazadeh®***

Abstract

After more than a century of archeological excavations in Hamedan, the
findings of Hellenic culture in this city are very low. But according to
historical sources, Ecbatana was one of the most important Greek
satrapies in western Iran during the Seleucid period. In the fall of 2017,
as a result of digging in Jarrahan alley at Babataher street near the city
center, a little Doric Capital was accidentally discovered. On one of the
sides of the Abacus of this Capital, a Greek inscription is engraved. This
inscription has three lines and three words can be identified on it. In the
first line, we can have identified the name of Serapis/Sarapis, although
his name may have been associated with the name of Isis. In the second
line, the name Diodoros is mentioned, which may have been associated
with his father's name. In the third line, we have only two letters, but
the word gbynv/ex-voto that is used in Greek inscriptions as a word for
thanksgiving can be certainly identified. In appearance, this piece of
stone appears to be part of a head of a votive pillar of a small Doric
Capital, inscribed by a man named Diodoros on the abacus section
dedicated to the god Serapis, who placed it in his temple/altar.

Keywords: Ecbatana, Seleucid, Greek inscription, Sarapis/Serapis,
Diodoros.

*- PhD student of archeology at Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamadan, Iran.
mohammadeshabani@gmail.com

**. Professor of Archeology, Faculty of Art and Architecture of Bu-Ali Sina University,
Hamadan, Iran. (Corresponding Author) mohamadezarei@yahoo.com

**%_ Associate Professor of Greek History, Department of Historical Studies, University of
Turin, Italia. Danielafrancesca.marchiandi@unito.it

***%_ Associate Professor of Archaeology, Faculty of Art and Architecture of Bu-Ali Sina
University, Hamadan, Iran. kazem.mollazadeh@gmail.com



