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Abstract
This paper provides a preliminary contribution on the data emerging from a survey of 
Italian municipal archives in the Western Alps, especially those of Piedmont and Valle 
d’Aosta. After an introduction dedicated to framing the problem of the production and 
preservation of council registers in the rural communities of this area, I will discuss the 
case-study of Luserna San Giovanni, combining records from municipal and seigneurial 
archives� I Zill shoZ that during the fiIteenth centur\ this small communit\ Zas affected 
by processes of growth and social mobility. This fostered the consolidation of municipal 
institutions cooSerating Zith the seigniorial clan and alloZing Ior Àe[ible and oSen Iorms 
of political participation.

Keඒඐords: Late Middle Ages, Western Alps, Rural communities, Lordship, Council 
registers

1. Introduction: a methodological problem

What are council registers? What does their production (and conservation) 
tell us about the history of small- and medium-sized communities in the late 
Middle Ages?

In recent decades, Tuestions such as these have reÀected historians’ reneZed 
methodological attention to their sources, and have been associated with linguistic, 
cultural, and documentar\ aSSroaches� This enTuir\ has e[tended to the records 
oI medieval deliberations, as scholars have begun to Tuestion the oversimSlifica-
tions inherent in certain modern archival classifications�1 A survey of the munic-

Research funded by the European Union (ERC StG 2022, grant agreement n. 101077793, 
����-������ 9ieZs and oSinions e[Sressed are hoZever those oI the author onl\ and do not neces-
saril\ reÀect those oI the (uroSean 8nion or the (uroSean 5esearch Council� 1either the (uro-
pean Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them. All the websites were last 
accessed on 19.11.2025.

1. Cléo Rager, Autopsie des «registres de délibérations municipaux» de la moitié nord de la 
France (XIIIe-XVe siècle). Quelques éléments pour une typologie, in François Otchakovsky-Laurens, 
Laure Verdon (eds.), La voix des assemblées. Quelle démocratie urbaine au travers des registres de 
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iSal archives oI the 3iedmont and 9alle d’Aosta AlSs confirms this susSicion, 
shoZing that the definition oI ³Ordinati´ used in this area’s inventories oIten 
conceals a range oI different documents�2 It is possible and useful to draw some 
distinctions in order to anal\se the structural and la\out choices made in sSecific 
conte[ts and the contents to Zhich the\ relate� +ere I Zill use the e[Sression 
³council registers´ to reIer to documentar\ units designed Irom the outset Ior the 
sequential recording of documents that, at least for the most part, summarise the 
proceedings of community assemblies according to formulas roughly inspired by 
those oI the inÀuential Summa totius artis notariae by Rolandino de’ Passageri.3

Once we have agreed on the distinctiveness of documents of this kind within 
the broader and more Àuid landscaSe oI ³communit\ registers´, Zhat significance 
can Ze attribute to the emergence oI council registers" +istoriograSh\ offers 
some clues Zhich are t\Sicall\ derived Irom the anal\sis oI urban conte[ts� In 
general, these registers reÀect a Solitical and documentar\ culture that tends to 
take root where council activity intersects with the presence of a notarial milieu.� 
More sSecificall\, man\ Iactors can inÀuence the Iorm oI the documents and the 
decision on whether or not to draft them, which can even lead to similar outcomes 
Ior different reasons� For e[amSle, some scholars suSSose that the reSroduction 
oI Sarts oI a council debate reÀects a cohesive oligarch\, Zhile others e[Slain it 
in terms oI the need Ior a Sacified reSresentation oI a changing elite’s internal 
relations.5 At least one thing is certain� generalisations are di൶cult�

/et us start to narroZ the field, then, and looN at the aSSearance oI council 
registers in the Cottian, Graian, and 3ennine AlSs �figg� �-���

In an area less e[tensive than the French AlSs, Ze find onl\ tZo relativel\ 
large centres with a fairly important commune: Pinerolo, which preserves the 

délibérations? Méditerranée-Europe, XIIIe-XVIIIe siècles, Ai[-en-3rovence, 3resses 8niversitaires 
de Provence, 2021, pp. 51-63.

2. See Chiara Corradini (and, for the French side, Clément Carnielli) in this issue of the journal.
3. See Marta Mangini, I quaterni consiliorum trecenteschi di Bormio nel panorama delle fonti 

di matrice consiliare, in ©1uova rivista storicaª, ����, ����, SS� ���-���� ���-����
�� /orenzo Tanzini, Delibere e verbali. Per una storia documentaria dei consigli nell’Italia 

comunale, in ©5eti Medievali 5ivistaª, ����, ����, SS� ��-��� OtchaNovsN\-/aurens, 9erdon 
(eds.), La voix des assemblées.

�� See Caroline Fargei[, Les élites lyonnaises du XVe siècle au miroir de leur langage. 
Pratiques et représentations culturelles des conseillers de Lyon, d’après les registres de délibé-
rations consulaires, 3aris, 'e Boccard, ���� and /orenzo Tanzini, La vie politique et les formes 
de l¶pcrit de gouvernement dans les villes italiennes du Moyen Æge. Entre ritualisation et conÀits, 
in Otchakovsky-Laurens, Verdon (eds.), La voix des assemblées, SS� ���-���� ���-���� ;avier 
1adrign\, Dpbattre en temps de crise. Les registres de dplibprations de Toulouse j la fin du Moyen 
Âge (1374-1440), in Otchakovsky-Laurens, Verdon (eds.), La voix des assemblées, pp. 95-112. On 
the decision not to draZ uS registers and on their distortion due to Sarticular needs, see Ior e[amSle 
Morwenna Coquelin, Délibération montrée, délibération cachée. L’action du Conseil erfurtois dans 
ses registres de correspondance (XVe siècle-début XVIe siècle), in Otchakovsky-Laurens, Verdon 
(eds.), La voix des assemblées, pp. 173-187 and Francesco Senatore, Le dit et le non-dit dans les 
registres de délibérations des villes du royaume de Naples, XVe siècle, in Otchakovsky-Laurens, 
Verdon (eds.), La voix des assemblées, pp. 65-81.
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Figg� �-�� Council registers on the Italian side oI the :estern AlSs �in red, first register Sreserved in 
local archives� in blue, indirect mentions in local statutes��
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earliest and largest series oI council registers �Irom ������6 and Biella, where no 
registers have survived Irom beIore the mid-fiIteenth centur\� ASart Irom these 
tZo cases, the sources in Tuestion date Irom the fiIteenth centur\ onZards and 
concern communities of small-town size or smaller. All of them are situated at the 
outlets oI the AlSine valle\s leading to the Slains ± Zith the e[ceStion oI Aosta, 
which is also the only settlement with an episcopal see in the area and period we 
are considering. The geographical distribution of the records is strongly skewed 
towards the Cottian Alps, particularly communities subject to the marquises of 
Saluzzo (Costigliole Saluzzo, Revello, and Verzuolo) or adjacent to it (Barge, 
Caraglio, and Iurther aZa\, /userna San Giovanni�� the onl\ e[ceStions are 
Cuorgnè and Settimo Vittone.7

It is not eas\ to e[Slain this distribution, because there are not ver\ man\ 
studies on late medieval town and village communities in Piedmont as of yet. At 
the moment, there are no satisfactory overviews of the local communalisation 
Srocesses or alternative Za\s oI organising communit\ liIe ± Ior e[amSle, around 
seigneurial rather than communal administration.8 For this same reason, focusing 

6. The same is attested from the second quarter of the fourteenth century in other urban or 
semi-urban centres of the Piedmontese plain (Chieri, Ivrea, Moncalieri, and Turin). See Marta 
Gravela, Le delibere dei comuni piemontesi nel Tre e Quattrocento (città, ‘quasi-città’, comunità 
rurali), in Ermanno Orlando, Gherardo Ortalli (eds.), Le delibere consiliari dei comuni italiani. 
Uno sguardo comparativo a partire dai Misti del Senato di Venezia, Venezia, Istituto Veneto di 
Scienze /ettere ed Arti, ����, SS� ���-����

7. As in the case of Pinerolo, for these smaller communities as well the phenomenon in the 
Alpine area echoes the roughly contemporary situation in the plains: in addition to the essay by 
Gravela cited in note 6, see the mentions of council registers in Alessandro Barbero, Politica e 
comunità contadina nel Piemonte medievale. Il caso di Villafalletto, in Rinaldo Comba (ed.), 
Villafalletto. Un castello, una comunità, una pieve (secoli XI-XVI), Cuneo, Società per gli studi 
storici archeologici ed artistici della Srovincia di Cuneo, ����, SS� ���-��� �Ior ������ and 3aolo 
Grillo, Comunità e signori del Saluzzese nell’età di Ludovico I, in Rinaldo Comba (ed.), Ludovico 
I marchese di Saluzzo. Un principe tra Francia e Italia (1416-1475), Cuneo, Società per gli studi 
storici archeologici ed artistici della provincia di Cuneo, 2003, pp. 207-233: 221.

8. See Barbero, Politica e comunità� 1icolas Carrier, Fabrice Mouthon, Paysans des 
Alpes. Les communautés montagnardes au Moyen Âge, Rennes, Presses Universitaires de 
5ennes, ����� Marta Gravela, La semina del diavolo. Duca, signori e comunità ribelli (valli 
del Canavese, 1446-1450), in ©Studi di Storia Medioevale e di 'iSlomaticaª, n�s�, �, ����, 
SS� ���-���� Marta Gravela, Prima dei Tuchini. Fedeltà di parte e comunità nelle valli del 
Canavese (Piemonte, secolo XIV), in Alessio Fiore, Luigi Provero (eds.), La signoria rurale 
nell’Italia del tardo medioevo, 3. L’azione politica locale, Firenze, Firenze University Press, 
����, SS� ��-��� Grillo, Comunità e signori� (lisa Mongiano, “Predecessorum suorum imitando 
vestigia”: autorità del principe e autonomie locali sotto il governo di Ludovico II, in Rinaldo 
Comba (ed.), Ludovico II marchese di Saluzzo. Condottiero, uomo di Stato, mecenate (1475-
1504), Cuneo, Società per gli studi storici archeologici ed artistici della provincia di Cuneo, 2005, 
I, SS� ��-���� I Zill onl\ reIer to 5iccardo 5ao, Dinamiche sociali nei centri di fondazione del 
Piemonte sud-occidentale (XIII-XIV secolo), in Federico Lattanzio, Gian Maria Varanini (eds.), 
I centri minori italiani nel tardo medioevo. Cambiamento sociale, crescita economica, processi 
di ristrutturazione (secoli XIII-XVI), Firenze, Firenze 8niversit\ 3ress, ����, SS� ���-��� Ior an 
overvieZ and Iurther reIerences to the e[tensive literature Zhich, in e[amining ©the Iounding 
oI the neZ toZns in south-Zestern 3iedmontª, ©has mostl\ overshadoZed their subseTuent 
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on the emergence oI council registers ma\ offer a surrogate Ior e[amining such 
issues on a large scale.

This is certainly no small challenge and there is at least one other funda-
mental issue to consider. According to the statutes of certain communities – 
sSecificall\, 'ronero and 9algrana ± communal notaries had to draZ uS libri 
comunis and libri reformationum, but no late medieval e[amSles oI these regis-
ters have survived.9 Even in Biella’s case, as mentioned above, some refer-
ences in the thirteenth-century statutes lead us to wonder whether the council 
registers that have come doZn to us Zere reall\ the first that the commune had 
produced in its long history.10 Archival events have a decisive impact on the 
documentary landscape, either due to the randomness by which certain docu-
ments were lost or because conservation scenarios can, in turn, inform us about 
the communities we study. In this sense, the archive is itself a source.11 Once 
again, this discourages easy generalisations.

It is precisely to avoid this that, in the present essay, I will focus on the 
case oI /userna San Giovanni, Zhich is also interesting due to the close coe[ist-
ence betZeen the communit\ and the local lords� I Zill e[amine the municiSal 
archive, shedding light on the traces of council activities both before and after 
the appearance of the only council register that has come down to us, which 
Zas begun in ���� and abandoned in ����� I Zill also maNe use oI other rele-
vant archives, in particular the Luserna d’Angrogna collection.12 In closing, I 
will return to placing the story of this community (and its archive) in a broader 
conte[t, suggesting some oI the Tuestions it raises in relation to the distribution 
of records in the area of interest to us.

develoSmentª �see S� ���� m\ oZn translation�� More generall\ on the Srocesses oI communal-
isation, be\ond 3eter BlicNle’s initial aSSroach, see� Massimo 'ella Misericordia, The Rural 
Communities, in Andrea Gamberini, Isabella Lazzarini (eds.), The Italian Renaissance State, 
Cambridge, Cambridge 8niversit\ 3ress, ����, SS� ���-���� and Beat K�min, The Communal 
Age in Western Europe, c. 1100-1800. Towns, Villages and Parishes in Pre-Modern Society, 
Basingstoke, Palgrave Macmillan, 2013.

9. Pier Paolo Giorsetti (ed.), Gli statuti del comune di Valgrana (1431), Cuneo, Società per gli 
studi storici archeologici ed artistici della Srovincia di Cuneo, ����, SS� ��-��� GiuseSSe Gullino 
(ed.), Gli statuti di Dronero (1478), Cuneo, Società per gli studi storici archeologici ed artistici della 
provincia di Cuneo, 2005, pp. 105-109.

10. Patrizia Cancian (ed.), Statuta Comunis Bugelle. Statuti del Comune di Biella, Torino, 
Centro Studi 3iemontesi, ����, SS� ;;;III, ���

11. See Attilio Bartoli Langeli, Andrea Giorgi, Stefano Moscadelli (eds.), Archivi e comu-
nità tra medioevo ed età moderna, 5oma, Ministero Ser i Beni e le Attivitj Culturali-'irezione 
Generale Ser gli Archivi, ����, Sarticularl\ the essa\s b\ Marcello Bonazza and Massimo 'ella 
Misericordia� See also Federico 'el Tredici, Senza memoria? La conservazione delle scritture 
comunitarie nel Milanese (secoli XIV-XV), in ©Studi di Storia Medioevale e di 'iSlomaticaª, n�s�, 
�, ����, SS� ��-���

12. I will use the following abbreviations: ASCLu = Luserna San Giovanni, Archivio Storico 
del Comune, Iondo /userna� ASTo   Torino, Archivio di Stato� B5To   Torino, Biblioteca 5eale� 
Sources of interest for this essay are missing in the archiepiscopal archive of Turin’s inventory 
(Giuseppe Briacca [ed.], Archivio arcivescovile di Torino, Torino, Curia arcivescovile, 1980).
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2. Luserna before 1488: a community without registers?

2.1. The commune¶s first appearance
The earliest written record of a castrum Lucerne at the mouth of the Pellice 

Valley, in the Cottian Alps, dates back to the end of the eleventh century.13 We 
know that there was a church of San Giacomo there from the middle of the 
tZelIth centur\, but also that in the same ©loco et Iundoª there Zas a church oI 
San Giovanni. The location of these two points of reference must not have been 
ver\ different Irom the current one� /userna, on a loZ morainic relieI on the 
orograShic right oI the 3ellice� and San Giovanni, about tZo Nilometres Irom 
there, in the Slain to the leIt oI the river �fig� ���

The establishment of the lordship of an aristocratic lineage descending from 
Arduin took place in the area, possibly as early as the late eleventh century. This 
lordship eventually organised itself into a clan (consortile). From at least 1295, 
we know that the clan’s members received feudal investiture over the so-called 
Luserna Valley from the Savoy-Achaea princes. It is unclear how they managed 
this territory, but by 1277 a system for dividing up quotas and responsibilities 
among the family’s various branches – at least those of the Bigliatori, Manfredi, 
and Rorenghi – appears to have already been in place.��

The lords’ power must have been quite pervasive, but likely relied on a certain 
degree of consensus.15 For many centuries, we have no evidence of disputes with 
the valle\’s inhabitants ± e[ceSt those related to the :aldensian heres\, but this 
is a comSle[ matter on Zhich I Zill not dZell� The condomini appointed podestà 
in the communities or Iulfilled this Iunction themselves� The\ also lived in these 
Slaces� collected fines� controlled Sastures, tolls, and mines� and levied various 
dues and services, including a share of the inheritances upon the death of their 
homines. Furthermore, it seems that until the earl\ fiIteenth centur\, the\ also medi-
ated the fiscal relationshiS Zith the higher authorit\ oI the Savo\-Achaea Srinces�16

13. Unless otherwise indicated, the information provided below comes from Alessandro 
Barbero, Il dominio dei signori di Luserna sulla Val Pellice (secoli XI-XIII), in «Bollettino storico-
bibliografico subalSinoª, ����, ����, SS� ���-���� Marta Gravela, Luserna, in Federico 'el Tredici 
(ed.), La signoria rurale nell’Italia del tardo medioevo, 5. Censimento e quadri regionali, Roma, 
8niversitalia, ����, SS� ���-���� 3ietro 5ivoire, Storia dei signori di Luserna, in «Bulletin de la 
Sociptp d’histoire vaudoisª, ��, ����, SS� �-�� and ��, ����, SS� ��-����

��� In several sections oI this essa\ I Zill reIer to Sractices Zhich Zere deSendent on the 
comSle[ �and oSaTue� mechanisms oI the clan’s Iunctioning� I Zill not dZell on this, but Ior a recent 
overview, see Alessio Fiore, Sistemi parentali e consortili nel mondo signorile, in Sandro Carocci 
(ed.), La signoria rurale nell’Italia del tardo medioevo, �� Quadri di sintesi e nuove prospettive di 
ricerca, Firenze, Firenze University Press, 2023, pp. 131-161.

15. On the category of pervasiveness, see Sandro Carocci, The Pervasiveness of Lordship 
(Italy, 1050-1500), in ©3ast and 3resentª, �����, ����, SS� �-��� The /userna lordshiS Iull\ fits 
the categor\ oI ©signoria statalizzataª SroSosed b\ Alessio Fiore, La signoria nel gioco politico: 
una lettura strutturale (area subalpina, secoli XIV-XV), in Fiore, Provero (eds.), La signoria rurale 
nell’Italia del tardo medioevo, 3, pp. 89-103.

��� Flavia 1egro, I comuni di valle nelle Alpi occidentali: una prima indagine in chiave 
comparativa, in Francesco Panero, Giuliano Pinto (eds.), Insediamenti, economia e società in aree 
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:ith the e[ceStion oI /userna San Giovanni, the area’s municiSal archives do 
not Sreserve documents Irom Srior to the middle decades oI the si[teenth centur\ 
(such is the case with Bricherasio, Torre Pellice, and Villar Pellice) or even the 
seventeenth (Angrogna, Bibiana, Bobbio Pellice, and Rorà). On the other hand, 
Ze NnoZ that the ©fines, iurisdictiones et territoriaª oI these communities Zere 
distinguishable from at least 127717 and that confraternities (confratrie� e[isted 
in the valley from at least the fourteenth century.18 'uring the fiIteenth centur\, 
various documents drafted by notaries attest to the presence of representatives as 
well as of communal councils in these communities. Only in the case of Luserna 
San Giovanni does the contemporary municipal archive preserve such ancient 
records, hoZever� I Zill noZ e[amine the situation Ior /userna in more detail, 
leaving aside the case of the other loci in the valley.

A coS\ Irom ���� testifies to the e[istence oI a statute oI /userna, Zhich 
on �� 'ecember ���� had been read to an assembl\ oI heads oI Iamilies�19 This 
statute regulated the way in which the podestà and his curia were required to 

di montagna. Appennino settentrionale-Alpi occidentali (secoli XII-XVI), Cherasco, Centro interna-
zionale di studi sugli insediamenti medievali, ����, SS� ���-���� ���-����

��� A mid-fiIteenth-centur\ source �see note ��� e[Slicitl\ states that the Slace oI /userna 
is ©distinctus et seSaratusª Irom the Slaces oI Bobbio, 9illar, Torre, and Angrogna� i�e� that it has 
©fines, iurisdictionem et territorium seSarataª� For the definition oI these territoria from as early as 
����, see ASC/u, ���, ���, ��

18. Traces for Torre Pellice can be found in some fourteenth-century wills (BRTo, Luserna 
d’Angrogna, ��, �� �� �� �� ���

19. ASCLu, 130, 955, 7.

Fig. 3. The Pellice Valley.
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punish certain crimes, and emphasised the binding weight of «iura et consuetu-
dines /ucerneª, alluding to the Iact that those Zho could not Sa\ certain fines had 
to be Sunished at the discretion oI ©Sotestate et sui consiliiª� There is nothing to 
suggest that this document was issued by a communal institution, however, and 
Ior a long Seriod Ze have no sSecific evidence oI the e[istence oI councils or 
o൶cials aSSointed b\ the SoSulation�

The earliest original document in the municiSal archive dates bacN to ����� it 
is a notarial deed draIted in the church oI San Giacomo in /userna that testifies to 
the compromise reached between three mayors (sindicos) from Luserna and two 
prosecutors (procuratores) from Angrogna, with the mediation of two lords from 
the clan.20 The matter in dispute was the imposition of a taglia by «homines et 
credendarios, consiliarios et communitatem dicti loci /ucerneª� This Zas a direct 
ta[ that the communit\ had imSosed on itselI to Sa\ the subsidies reTuested b\ 
the 'uNe oI Savo\, giving rise to a classic Sroblem in cases oI this Nind� did the 
men of Angrogna who owned property in the territory of Luserna have to pay the 
ta[es imSosed b\ the SeoSle oI /userna"

This controvers\ confirms both the e[istence oI distinct territories Ior those 
communities which were subject to the Luserna clan, as well as the fact that 
Irom the beginning oI the fiIteenth centur\ such communities acTuired a more 
Srominent role in the local distribution oI those ta[es oZed to the Savo\�21 Once 
again, however, it is clear how integrated the lords were in the life of these places, 
how important they were in coordinating the government, and how the inhabit-
ants themselves could consider the domini a resource. This is particularly true 
oI /userna� A mid-fiIteenth-centur\ source defines the small toZn as ©caSut 
vallis et comora spectabilium dominorum […] in quo ipsi domini ocurentibus 
casibus tenent eorum consilia >«@ª�22 It is also significant that the three ma\ors 
oI /userna in ���� Zere Antonio ManIredi, a member oI the clan, and Benettino 
and Giovanni Rio, who came from a family that, according to consignamenta 
(registrations), included several of the Manfredis homines proprii – i.e. men 
linked to this household by oaths of personal loyalty.23

2.2. The commune in the seigneurial curia’s documents

Further SrooI oI this close coe[istence can be Iound in some oI the earliest 
documents Sreserved in the municiSal archive� From the ����s onZards, the 
presence of a communal council becomes more evident and well-established, 
yet on the documentary level it continues to appear in symbiosis with that of the 
seigneurial curia.

��� ASC/u, ����� A ducal sentence Irom ���� deals Zith a similar disSute Zith Torre 3ellice 
�ASC/u, ���, ���, ���

��� See 1egro, I comuni di valle, S� ����
��� ASC/u, ���, ���, ���
��� See note ��� Antonio ManIredi ma\ have been the brother oI Giacomo and Giorgio, to 

Zhom his share oI the lordshiS Zent aIter his death in ���� �B5To, /userna d’Angrogna, ��, ����
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:e have a letter dated �� October ���� Irom Giovanni Bigliatori to the 
o൶cials oI the communities bordering /userna��� Giovanni, a member of the 
clan, was serving as podestà of Luserna at that time, as it seems that the lords 
Zith rights in that area Zould rotate in this o൶ce �or else aSSoint lieutenants� 
on a yearly basis.25 The letter shows that Bigliatori acted in close concert with 
the communit\� On �� October a ©consilium generalisª tooN Slace Zhich Zas 
attended b\ eight ©consiliariiª and ©nonnullis aliis e[ maioribus comunitatis 
dicti lociª� The meeting Zas convened at the sound oI the bell, b\ the order and 
in the presence of the podestà, ©in loco congregari solitoª �most Srobabl\ the 
church of San Giacomo), so as to decide how to update the land and property 
registry. Furthermore, the mayors and councillors (credendari) asked the podestà 
to contact the o൶cials oI the neighbouring areas to ensure that the forenses who 
owned property in the territory of Luserna prepared their declarations, justifying 
the reTuest ©Sro bono et utilitate ac interesse dicte communitatis et rei Subliceª� 
The identit\ oI the notar\ Zho signed the letter is also significant� Antonietto 
Baudi was a freelance professional, but also one of the consiliarii of Luserna.

Other loose documents that bear traces of council meetings have very similar 
characteristics to the one Ze have Must seen� On �� Ma\ ����, the ©Slenum et 
generalis consiliumª oI /userna met in the Sarish church in the Sresence oI a 
member oI the clan, /ord Michele ManIredi, Zho Zas in o൶ce as podestà. Four 
individuals called consuls were present, as well as another thirty whose names 
are clearly stated, in addition to many others who are not listed. This time the 
notary who drew up the act was Pietro Girardi, clavarius and scribe of the curia 
of Luserna.26 In ����, a ma\or and a communal ta[ collector urged the podestà to 
Zrite to the o൶cials oI nearb\ Bricherasio, reTuesting that forenses landowners 
contribute to the ta[ established b\ the general assembl\ oI /usernese� On this 
occasion it was the podestà himself, the notary Antonietto di Andrea, who drafted 
the document.27 On � Ma\ ����, instead, a letter similar to the one Irom ����, this 
one in the name of the podestà Burnone Rorenghi (who was again a condominus), 
was drawn up by a notary whom we will meet again: Michele Carreto. This docu-
ment reÀects the decisions made at a meeting oI the communit\’s ©consilio et 
credentiaª, Zhich Zas attended b\ si[ ©consules et credendariiª and three other 
SeoSle ©e[ SoSularibusª �Ze Zill consider the meaning oI the latter term��28

This series of documents is very interesting. Its production was spurred 
by the activities of communal institutions devoted to the imposition, distribu-
tion, and collection oI direct ta[es� There Zas a select council, Zhich could be 
joined by people variously called maiores or populares, and a general assembly. 

��� ASC/u, ���, ���, ��
��� This is clearl\ evidenced b\ a notebooN documenting the rotations betZeen ���� and 

���� �B5To, /userna d’Angrogna, ��, ���
��� ASC/u, ���, ���, �� In 3iedmont, the clavario Zas usuall\ a local o൶cer Zith financial 

responsibilities.
��� ASC/u, ���, ���, ���
��� ASC/u, ���, ���, ���
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The documents that mention them were produced by the iussio of the podestà, 
however, and the notaries who drafted them worked for him, even when they 
were not scribes of his curia.

These same characteristics also mark a very important document of particular 
interest to the communit\� the land registr\ oI �����29 It was a general assembly 
that initiated the Srocedure Ior collecting selI-declarations on �� 1ovember ����, 
but once again everything took place in the presence of the podestà-lords. Above 
all, the notary entrusted with drawing up the land register, Pietro Pellegrini, 
described himself as «notarius et scriba curie Lucerne iuratusª�

Furthermore, 3ellegrini reSorted the e[istence oI a more e[tensive record oI 
the council that had elected the aSSraisers, ©in libro SroSositarumª� This is the 
earliest mention oI a council register in /userna� 'id 3ellegrini himselI draZ it 
up, in his capacity as scribe of the seigneurial curia? Was it part of a series? It is 
impossible to answer these questions, as no physical traces of this document have 
survived. It is nevertheless worth noting that in other communities in the Western 
Alps, there is evidence that notaries in the service of seigneurial curie may have 
recorded council activities.30 It seems that few such sources have been preserved 
in municiSal archives, Zhich suggests an e[Slanation Ior some gaSs in the docu-
mentary landscapes that we face today.31

2.3. The commune in the confraternity’s documents

The municipal archive of Luserna preserves a rather rare source: a composite 
booNlet oI �� Sages, Zith some Sarts missing� Although discontinuous, the anno-
tations inside it follow the activities of the Confratria del Santo Spirito (Confra-
ternit\ oI the +ol\ SSirit� oI /userna betZeen ���� and ���� �the bulN oI the 
annotations concern the \ears Irom ���� to ������32 There are documents signed 
by notaries, priors’ accounts, records of bequests received, and much more. 
1umerous hands contributed to the te[t, and alongside those oI SroIessional 

29. ASCLu, 126, 951. The municipal archive preserves an earlier land registry (see note 50), 
but we do not know who drew it up.

30. See the 1369 statutes of Sanfront (Carlo Corsetti [ed.], Gli statuti di Sanfront, Roma, 
Aracne, ����, S� ����, the ���� statutes oI 9erzuolo �9erzuolo, Archivio Storico del Comune, 
AS9( I��, �, c� ��r� and the ���� statutes oI 9algrana �Giorsetti >ed�@, Gli statuti del comune 
di Valgrana, p. 56). A register of this sort is preserved in Settimo Vittone, Archivio Storico del 
Comune di Settimo 9ittone, ��, ����

31. A similar kind of registration in Trets, a small town of 330 households in the Provençal 
Alps, is discussed in Laure Verdon, S’émanciper par la délibération? Autour du premier registre 
de délibérations communales de Trets (Provence, 1340), in ©(dad Media� 5evista de +istoriaª, ��, 
2020, pp. 153-177.

��� ASC/u, ���, ���, �� See JacTues Chiffoleau, Entre le religieux et le politique: les confré-
ries du Saint-Esprit en Provence et en Comtat Venaissin j la fin du Moyen Æge, in Le mouvement 
confraternel au Moyen Âge. France, Italie, Suisse, 5ome, ecole Iranoaise de 5ome, ����, SS� �-��� 
Elena Corniolo, La confraternita del Santo Spirito della Porta Sant’Orso (Aosta, secoli XII-XIV), 
in ©5eti Medievaliª, ����, ����, SS� �-���
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scribes – who added their signa ± Ze also find those oI individuals less accus-
tomed to using a pen.

This source shows the close link between the confraternity and the commune. 
In the accounting records Ze see that alread\ in ���� the homines de consilio 
of Luserna (also called consules), together with a variable number of populares 
and the confraternity’s two massari, e[amined the Sriors’ ZorN� In ���� it Zas 
e[Slicitl\ established that certain oI the Sriors’ actions could not taNe Slace ©sine 
licentia hominum consilii /ucerne et masariorum conIratrieª�33 On the other 
hand, in a document dated � June ����, Ze see that it Zas Srecisel\ Iour homines 
de consilio, together with the mayor, who elected the massari.�� In subsequent 
documents it was again the communal council that made decisions about the 
conIraternit\� on �� June ���� the consules ©in numero su൶cientiª and thirt\-si[ 
populares met in the presence of one of the lords in the church of San Giacomo to 
regulate the collection oI offerings and imSose a ta[� on �� Ma\ ����, the ma\or, 
four consules, and twenty-two populares met ©in domo conIratrieª, in the Sres-
ence of two podestà.35 These documents were once again drawn up by notaries 
acting as freelancers, or as clavari of the seigneurial curia.

Evidence from other sources suggests that the confraternity gradually became 
an e[tension oI the commune� It is a clear sign oI continuit\ in terms oI iden-
tity that the confraternity was responsible for the upkeep of the church of San 
Giacomo, the ver\ Slace Zhere the communit\ meetings Zere held� the commu-
nity in turn put pressure on the Bishop of Turin to obtain decrees calling for the 
reconstruction oI the church’s vault in ���� and �����36 Significant diachronic 
clues also emerge from the fact that in registers of consignamenta to the lords 
betZeen ���� and ����, Ze find declarations made out to the lords on behalI oI the 
confraternity by the massari in charge, concerning the possession of a few plots of 
land and a domus cum curte located ad ruatam Rectam in the burgus of Luserna.37 
On the other hand, in a similar register Irom ����, Ze find that the domus confra-
trie Sanctus Spiritus was recorded as property of the commune of Luserna.38

A Srocess oI incorSoration is also Tuite evident on a documentar\ level� 'eci-
sions concerning the confraternity tended to be recorded in the register of 
communal deliberations, Zhich is available Irom ���� onZards� Thus, Zhile the 
booNlet e[amined in this section reSorts, among other things, the inventories oI 

��� ASC/u, ���, ���, �, c� �r�
��� Ibidem, c. 7r.
35. Ibidem, cc. 10r-11r.
��� ASC/u, ���, ���, ��� See Simona Boscani /eoni, 3aolo Ostinelli �eds��, La chiesa 

©dal bassoª. 2rganizzazioni, interazioni e pratiche nel contesto parrocchiale alpino alla fine del 
medioevo, Milano, Franco Angeli, 2012.

��� B5To, /userna d’Angrogna, ��, �, c� ��v� ��, ��, cc� ��r-��r� 1ote that in the declaration 
for the confraternity of 18 February 1379 there is no mention of such a domus (BRTo, Luserna 
d’Angrogna, ��, �, c� ��r��

38. ASCLu, 87, 639, c. 166r.
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the church oI San Giacomo’s assets dating bacN to ����, decades later similar 
lists appear in the register of communal deliberations.39

Union with the commune also provided an opportunity for the confraternity 
to develoS its activities� The aIorementioned document Irom ���� maNes it clear 
that the council had the authorit\ to lev\ a ta[ on the entire local SoSulation 
Ior the benefit oI the conIraternit\ ± a Sractice that Zent Iar be\ond traditional 
financing through beTuests and donations, and seems to have been Sossible onl\ 
because oI the fiscal role that had been acTuired b\ the communal organisation�

3. The surviving council register and the rise of the commune’s notaries

3.1. A growing community

I would now like to demonstrate that what was happening in Luserna depended 
on Zider economic and social changes� This is not eas\, because the effects oI the 
³Iourteenth-centur\ crisis´ in the Zestern AlSs reTuire Iurther stud\��� Further-
more, the documentary evidence available for Luserna is rather late, which makes 
it di൶cult to identiI\ long-term economic and demograShic trends� :e NnoZ that 
the toZn had long been involved in certain economic activities� The e[istence oI 
a market has been documented from 1182, and in 1256 a customs agreement was 
signed between the lords of Luserna and the castellan of Briançon to facilitate 
the movement of goods and people between Queyras and Piedmont through the 
Pellice Valley. In Luserna, transhumant livestock was bought and sold, along with 
various other goods� The customs agreement Zas renegotiated Ior the first time 
in ����, but Ze have to Zait until ���� Ior Iurther changes��� Perhaps this is no 
coincidence, because around the middle oI the fiIteenth centur\, issues related to 
transalpine passages seem to have been very much on people’s minds.

In ����, the communities oI Angrogna, Bibiana, Bobbio, Torre, and 9illar 
begged the lords to allow them to use an alternative route to the one that passed 
through the town of Luserna when entering and leaving the valley. Less than ten 
years later the matter caused a dispute with the people of Luserna, who feared that 
this attemSt to go around their toZn Zould cause the ©maniIesta distructioª oI 
their fairs (nundine in the sources: two are mentioned – in other words, another in 
addition to the one already known – along with two weekly markets), as well as to 

��� ASC/u, ���, ���, �, cc� ��v and ��r� ASC/u, ���, ���, � �deliberations oI � and � Jul\ 
������ All deliberations included in this register are filed, Zith Shotos attached, in the '(MA/3S 
database� httSs���ZZZ�demalSs�com�records�C�������

��� For a general introduction, see Sandro Carocci, Il dibattito teorico sulla “congiuntura 
del Trecento”, in ©Archeologia medievaleª, ��, ����, SS� ��-��� /ate medieval socio-economic 
restructuring is one of the focuses of Lattanzio, Varanini (eds.), I centri minori italiani. For Pied-
mont, one could reIer to man\ studies b\ 5inaldo Comba� +ere I Zill onl\ mention 5inaldo Comba, 
La popolazione in Piemonte sul finire del medioevo. Ricerche di demografia storica, Torino, 'eSu-
tazione subalpina di storia patria, 1977.

��� Barbero, Il dominio dei signori� 5ivoire, Storia dei signori.
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the imSoverishment oI its inhabitants, Zho used to live ©e[ actibus mercatorium 
et similiumª���

In ����, thanNs to the mediation oI the ducal counsellor Amedeo di /userna 
and the Sa\ment oI ��� Àorins, the valle\’s condomini and communities 
succeeded in obtaining Irom /udovico di Savoia e[emStion Irom an\ ta[ rights 
Ior livestocN grazing and trade ©in terra nostra 3edemontiumª��� In ����, on the 
other hand, the men of Luserna as well as of the whole valley acted in concert 
against certain abuses of the lords’ pedagiatores in Bobbio, in defence of the 
©bonas consuetudines antiTuasª that made them ©immunes, liberi, Iranchi >«@ et 
e[emStiª to ©ire, transire, seiornare, Sernoctare, morari, stare et reddireª in the 
Bobbio territor\ Zhen Sassing ©de Sartibus 8ltramontanis in dictam vallemª� It 
is interesting to note that the lords immediately showed themselves willing to 
protect the valley’s inhabitants.�� 1eZ eSisodes oI this sort Zere recorded in ���� 
on the French side of the Alps, in the Briançonnais area, where the men of the 
/userna 9alle\ also tried to deIend their right to Sa\ reduced customs tariffs���

Both the chronology of these documents as well as certain evidence, such as 
the number of markets and fairs held in Luserna, could support the idea that from 
the ����s onZards those economic interests linNed to transit through the valle\ 
and across the AlSs e[Serienced a certain vitalit\, the last signs oI Zhich date to 
the first halI oI the Iourteenth centur\�

Other clues further suggest that growth was taking place. In the decades 
IolloZing the mid-fiIteenth centur\ a significant event occurred, Zhich in turn 
points to a certain wealth and cohesion in the community: it decided to take on 
the burden oI an imSortant collective investment� From ���� comSromises Zere 
made with the various members of the consortile who held rights in the territory 
oI /userna over ©domibus, sediminibus, edificiis, terris cultis et incultis, Sratis, 
vineis, altenis, hortis, canapalibus, curtibus, curtilibus, gerbis, boschis, nemoribus, 
pascuis, aquagiis, rivagiis, venationibus et aucupationibus et in quampluribus et 
diversis Sossessionibus et Srediis tam urbanis Tuam rusticisª� Those Zho received 
these goods from one of the condomini were then required to render services that 
varied Irom case to case� +oZever, under the neZ comSromises, such services Zere 
converted into a single annual ta[ Said b\ the communit\� In e[change, the commu-
nity secured the right that all those goods should be converted «in allodium francum 
et liberumª, and that ©omnia et singula nemora, gerba, Sascua et communiaª Sass 
under the commune’s jurisdiction.�� The costs of maintaining these enfranchise-

��� ASC/u, ���, ���, ���
��� B5To, /userna d’Angrogna, ��, �� In ASC/u, ���, ���, � Ze see the communit\’s 

commitment to ensuring that this e[emStion Zould be resSected in Barge in �����
��� ASC/u, �����
��� ASC/u, �����
��� A coS\ oI the transaction documents is NeSt in ASTo, Corte, 3aesi, 3inerolo cittj e Srovincia, 

�, �, cc� �r-��v ��� March ����, Zith Michele, Benettino and Tommaso ManIredi�, cc� ��r-��v ��� 
Jul\ ����, Zith Burnone 5orenghi�, cc� ��r-��r �same da\, Zith CristoIoro 5orenghi�, cc� ��r-��v 
�same da\, Zith Bartolomeo Bigliatori�, cc� ��r-���v �� Februar\ ����, Zith 3airone and Chiaberto 
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ments (franchimenta� thus became one oI the main e[Senses that the municiSalit\ 
covered through the imSosition oI ta[es��� a clear indication of the importance 
attributed to the possibility of enjoying fuller management of the territory.

Confirming the Satterns observed thus Iar using demograShic data is a deli-
cate task. By consulting both communal and seigneurial archives, it is possible to 
assemble a series of property registers for the territory of Luserna, detailing the 
goods for services which were owed to the domini Manfredi.�� These sources are 
not without uncertainty, however: each lord or group of lords from the clan may 
have held rights to other properties which were recorded in separate registers. Even 
if we assume that the members of the Manfredi branch handed down their shares in 
/userna undivided, the registers e[amined do not account Ior the rights registered 
under the clan’s Bigliatori and Rorenghi branches. A person could certainly have 
properties granted by several lords, but there is no way of knowing if this was the 
case for all the inhabitants of Luserna. Consequently, it is only with a certain degree 
of scepticism that we can interpret these data in a demographic sense.

Tab. 1. Property owners in Luserna San Giovanni in the consignamenta for the Manfredi 
condomini.��

Year +omines SroSrii ([tranei Total

1379 37 121 158

���� 21 83 ���

���� 22 95 117

���� �� �� 236

The impression is that, following a population collapse between the late four-
teenth centur\ and the earl\ decades oI the fiIteenth, there ma\ have been a Seriod 
oI rather intense demograShic groZth Irom the mid-fiIteenth centur\ onZard, 
Sossibl\ even doubling the SoSulation Zithin fiIt\ \ears� At the same time, there 
is also a certain reduction in the weight of the homines proprii when compared 
to the extranei� The difference betZeen the tZo conditions is not ver\ clear, but 

Rorenghi). See also ibidem, cc� ��r-��v and cc� ��v-��v �Ior the assent oI the 'uNes oI Savo\ to 
these agreements).

��� This is clear Irom the council register� See e�g� ASC/u, ���, ���, � �deliberation oI �� 
SeStember ������

��� B5To, /userna d’Angrogna, ��, � �����-����, Ior 3ercivalle and Benettino ManIredi�� 
��, � �����, Ior Giacomo and Giorgio ManIredi�� ��, �� �����, Ior Benettino ManIredi in the name 
oI his Iather Giacomo�� ASC/u, ��, ��� �����, Ior Giacomo, Giovanni, and Battista ManIredi��

��� 1ote that these data are consistent Zith the trends outlined in Comba, La popolazione 
(esp. pp. 52-53, 89-92) for some areas of central and south-western Piedmont. Luserna would thus be 
included among the mountain areas (such as Val Susa, Val Gesso, and Val Vermenagna) that escaped 
the marginalisation suffered b\ others �SerhaSs including 9alle Stura di 'emonte� aIter the crisis�
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it seems that the homines proprii (also called accasati in the register of 1379) 
were bound to the lords by oaths of personal loyalty and perhaps were required 
to Srovide services and Iulfil obligations, Ior e[amSle in the Iorm oI legacies, 
more so than the extranei (also called liberi in the register of consignamenta to 
the Bigliatori oI ������50 This distinction seems to have been lost in ����, SerhaSs 
due to the enfranchisements stipulated in the meantime.

This series oI data can be integrated Zith the e[amination oI the tZo /userna 
land registers that have come doZn to us, the one Irom ���� and an older one that 
I Zould date to �����51

Tab. 2. Owners of properties in land registries of Luserna San Giovanni (source: ASCLu, 
���, ���� ���, �����

Year Luserna San Giovanni Uncertain location Total
���� 100 26 6 132
���� ��� 73 �� 222

The figure Ior ���� is Tuite comSatible Zith that oI the consignamenta for 
����, even iI it confirms the tendenc\ oI those sources to underestimate the size 
oI the SoSulation� The figures Ior ���� emShasise the groZth trend that Ze had 
intuited and in fact show how quickly it developed over a twenty-year period. 
Moreover, the scale of the phenomenon in the San Giovanni plain – that is, in 
the territor\ oI /userna \et outside the toZn ± is Tuite evident� Significantl\, the 
land registr\ oI ���� lists a single section Ior /userna, Zhile it also records those 
SeoSle Zho oZned a house be\ond the 3ellice� The land registr\ oI ����, hoZever, 
contains two distinct sections: one for Luserna and one for San Giovanni. Over 
the course of those twenty years the population living outside the town, in scat-
tered groups of houses organised around family units (traces of which can still 
be found today in the microtoponyms of the area, such as via Bellonati, or the 
localities oI 1azzarotti and Malanot�, had almost triSled, Zhile the groZth oI the 
population living within Luserna’s walls proceeded a little more slowly.

The parallel between this phenomenon and the decline in the number of the 
lords’ homines proprii offers insights into the crucial changes that tooN Slace in 
local society.

50. ASCLu, 128, 953, 1, c. 39r. It seems likely that further investigation could reveal situa-
tions of personal dependence comparable to those described for the Canavese valleys in Gravela, 
Prima dei Tuchini, esp. pp. 35-37.

��� ASC/u, ���, ��� ������� ���, ��� �undated�� The undated land registr\ also includes 
the movable SroSert\, credits, and debts oI the registrants, Zhile the one Irom ����, Zhich states 
in its beginning that the land registr\ criteria had changed since the ©antiTuo registroª, onl\ 
includes real estate. Some undated marginalia in the land registry show later dates, referring to the 
����s� BeIore ����, the onl\ inIormation available on the Sroduction oI a land registr\ is the ���� 
letter mentioned in note ��� Some SeoSle mentioned in the undated land registr\ are recorded as 
deceased in the consignamenta oI �����
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3.2. Families old and new

It is di൶cult to sa\ to Zhat e[tent these changes deSended on the arrival oI 
neZ Iamilies in /userna San Giovanni� It is even more di൶cult to ascertain the 
weight of the Waldensian presence, which I will not deal with, limiting myself 
to mentioning that it Zas Srecisel\ in the ����s that an inTuisitor arrived in 
the valley.52 Some evidence suggests that there was at least a certain degree of 
geograShical mobilit\, and that this had some Zeight� The ���� register includes 
a number of surnames absent from the previous register and earlier consigna-
menta� :e note above all those oI Iamilies that Ze Zill later find ZorNing in the 
commune, such as the Carretos, the Cadraciis, the Becs (or Bechis), the Fontanas, 
the Girardetis, the Lageriis, and the Pellizones. But we will see that surnames are 
a di൶cult Sarameter Zith Zhich to assess mobilit\�

Other elements that can be inIerred Irom the land registr\ oI ���� are more 
reliable. Towards the end of the section reserved for Luserna, it reports the 
oath sworn to the clan’s podestà and the representatives of the community by a 
certain Guglielmo Merta, to be acceSted ©tamTuam habitator /ucerneª� Merta 
Zas assigned a ta[able amount oI tZo Tuarters oI lire�53 In the following pages, 
another �� SeoSle are listed Zith no mention oI their Sossessions, Zith ta[able 
incomes of between one and two quarters. One wonders whether it is legitimate 
to consider them all new habitatores such as Merta, or whether they were only 
among Luserna’s poorest inhabitants (both possibilities were taken into consider-
ation in the capitula for the renewal of the land register).

There is no doubt, hoZever, that the si[ SeoSle added to the register at a later 
date ± sSecificall\, betZeen ���� and ���� ± Zere neZ inhabitants� Sometimes 
these additions show mobility on a sub-regional scale, as in the case of Gabriele 
Gamba, a master shoemaNer Zho came Irom Turin� or magister 1icola 1ovelli 
from Villafranca.�� But it is possible that mobility was often internal within the 
/userna 9alle\ itselI, bearing Zitness to the attraction that the toZn e[erted above 
all within its lords’ domain.

Let us focus on the histories of two families that clearly illustrate the 
connection between these phenomena and the rise of a commune in Luserna San 
Giovanni, beginning with the settlement of a branch of the Pellizone of Villar 
family in the town. This was an illustrious family of ancient lineage, a true «notary 
d\nast\ª that leIt behind abundant material traces oI its ZorN Ior the lords oI 
Luserna, some of which hold a certain aesthetic value.55 The Pellizones make 

52. Rivoire, Storia dei signori, p. 77.
��� ASC/u, ���, ���, c� ��r� I am interSreting ³Tr´ as an abbreviation Ior ³Tuarti´�
��� For some SeoSle, the land registr\ shoZs other revealing origins� 3inerolo Ior Iacobo 

Ale[ii� Scarnafigi Ior Giovanni 'ominici� and 5istolas, in the 4ue\ras area, Ior ArnolIo Girardi�
55. See in particular one of the consignamentorum registers drawn up by Chiaberto Pellizone 

Ior the Bigliatori di San Giorgio, in B5To, /userna d’Angrogna, ��, �� The Tuotation is draZn Irom 
Rivoire, Storia dei signori, p. 71 (my translation). We have a deed drawn up in 1369 by Pellizone 
of Pellizone, son of Perone Pellizone of Montebobbio, the earliest member of the family that I have 
come across so far (BRTo, Luserna d’Angrogna, 66, 3).
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their first aSSearance in the /userna sources in ����, Zhen a Giovanni oI Bened-
etto alias Pellizone is shown as the owner of a rented house with a courtyard and 
half of another house with a courtyard and vegetable garden, both in the town’s 
ruata Ponteti.56 It is unclear Zhether this is the same Giovanni Zho in ���� Zas 
co-owner of a house in Villar with his brother Chiaberto Pellizone.57 In any case, 
this latter Giovanni seems to be the person involved in the settlement in Luserna.

In ����, it Zas Giovanni Zho dreZ uS the aIorementioned document oI 
protest on behalf of the communities of the valley against the toll at Bobbio, while 
in ���� he dreZ uS the deeds oI transaction betZeen the commune oI /userna 
and the lords. Both of these documents were signed by Giovanni Pellizone of 
9illar� In ����, confirming his Srofitable relations Zith the lords, he served as 
podestà of Luserna. It was in the following year that his name was added to the 
land register for the possession of a house just outside the walls, ad Pusternam.58 
In ���� he held the o൶ce oI ma\or Ior the municiSalit\, and Zas also in charge oI 
collecting a taglia.59 At the same time he seems to have acted as commissioner for 
the 'uNe oI Savo\, and in ���� he Zas the lieutenant oI the podestà of Luserna.60 
In ���� he Zas again podestà, and the communal council sometimes met at his 
house.61 +e must have died shortl\ aIterZards� 3ietro 3ellizone ma\ have been 
Giovanni’s brother, since the ���� consignamenta to the Manfredi family mention 
him as curator and guardian of Giovanni’s heirs (Simeone, Margherita, Caterina, 
and Brigida). Pietro would appear to have played a leading role in the life of the 
commune oI /userna during those and subseTuent \ears, becoming its ©scribaª 
Irom at least ���� and Zriting a lost ©liber SroSositarumª�62 The si[teenth-cen-
tury documents in the municipal archive are often the work of Pellizone notaries.

'esSite this outcome, it is interesting to note that Giovanni seems to have 
been little involved in the commune and practically absent from the confraterni-
t\’s liIe� From this Soint oI vieZ, his Sath Zas defined above all in relation to the 
lords, for whom he had also worked as a notary on other occasions.63 This shows 
that the attraction to Luserna depended on the town’s centrality in the valley, 
regardless of the presence of the commune. The growth of the latter, however, 
was of more direct relevance to other people’s lives.

Particularly revealing is the history of another family, a history inseparable 
from that of Luserna’s surviving council register. Magister Bertino de Carreto 
aSSears Ior the first time in the land register oI ����� +is surname is not Iound in 
the oldest sources, but the land register reveals that he was the brother of Stefano 

��� B5To, /userna d’Angrogna, ��, ��, c� ��r bis�
��� B5To, /userna d’Angrogna, ��, �, c� ��v�
��� ASC/u, ���, ���, �, cc� ��v-��r� ASC/u, ���, ���, c� ��v�
��� ASC/u, ���, ���, �� and ��, receiSts dated �� SeStember ����, � Januar\ ���� and �� 

October ����� ASTo, Corte, 3aesi, 3inerolo cittj e Srovincia, �, �, cc� ��r-v�
��� ASC/u, ���, ���, ���
��� See the records in ASC/u, ���, ���, �, uS to � June �����
��� AC/u, ��, ���, c� �r-v�
��� B5To, /userna d’Angrogna, ��, �, and ���
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Vilanoti. Bertino was called ©Careti alias 9ilanotiª, hoZever, Zhile SteIano Zas 
onl\ called ©9ilanotiª� another relative, Francesco, Zas reIerred to as ©9ilanoti 
alias Caretiª� :hile the logic behind the choice oI one surname or the other is 
not entirely clear, Bertino would appear to have opted for the more recent one. 
Furthermore, while he and his brother still owned a house in the San Germano 
district in the San Giovanni area, adjacent to Francesco’s home, Bertino also 
declared that he owned a house with a courtyard, a stable, and other outbuildings 
in the main square of the town of Luserna.��

At the time oI his first aSSearance in ����, Bertino had alread\ made his 
Za\ in local societ\, and rather TuicNl\� +e Zas alread\ among the commune’s 
consules at the meeting for the election of the appraisers. In the following years 
he tooN an interest in the conIraternit\’s affairs� he Zas among the populares 
Sresent at the aIorementioned assemblies oI ���� and ����� In ���� he Zas once 
again one of the commune’s consules et credendarii.65 +e must have died shortl\ 
afterwards, as the sources begin to refer to him as quondam, and there is mention 
of a bequest he made to the confraternity.66

Bertino, however, was only the initiator of the family’s involvement in the 
commune, Zhere tZo oI his sons, Michele and 'omenico ± both notaries ± Zould 
go on to Sla\ a leading role� As earl\ as ����, Michele began signing some oI 
the documents recorded in the confraternity’s booklet described in the previous 
pages.67 In the late ����s, he Zas resSonsible Ior almost all the surviving docu-
ments Sroduced Ior the conIraternit\ and the commune� In ����, during his tenure 
as mayor, Michele began recording the community’s meetings in a special register, 
Zhich is still Sreserved in the municiSal archive� Finall\, on � 'ecember ���� the 
commune allocated an annual e[Senditure oI ten Àorins ©Sro scriba seu massario 
comunisª ± ©videlicet michi Michaeli Carretiª, as the scribe himselI noted� Since 
the end oI 1ovember, he had alread\ begun marNing his oZn Sresence in the list 
oI councillors Zith the Zords ©ego Michael Carreto, sindicus, notarius et scribaª�68 
This Zas the first time the commune had hired a notar\ on a Sermanent basis�

AIter Michele’s death, Zhich ma\ have occurred at the beginning oI ����,69 
his brother 'omenico Zas aSSointed scriba comunis on �� October ����, again 
Zith a salar\ oI ten Àorins� +e continued to comSile the register Ior a good �� 
\ears, until ����� 'uring this Seriod 'omenico also held other Sositions Ior the 
commune and SarticiSated in its council� +e could be described as one oI its 
leading members. Without going into too much detail, I will mention just two 
Iurther asSects oI his rise� in ���� he Zas aSSointed podestà of the men of the 

��� ASC/u, ���, ���, c� ��v� /ater sources reveal that he leIt his heirs a house-ZorNshoS Zith 
a Sortico� see the receiSts dated �, �, and � 'ecember ���� in ASC/u, ���, ���, ���

��� ASC/u, ���, ���, ���
��� ASC/u, ���, ���, �, cc� ��v and ��v�
67. Ibidem, cc. 21v, 22v, 23r.
68. ASCLu, 128, 953, 2, ad datam.
��� The last document signed b\ his hand in the council register is dated � October ����, but 

in the first da\s oI 'ecember he Zas still draZing uS some receiSts in ASC/u, ���, ���, ���
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lord Michele 5orenghi in Angrogna�70 in ���� he is recorded as having Surchased 
the house of the late lord Pairone Rorenghi in Luserna’s ruata Ponteti.71

Like the Pellizones, the Carretos had likewise moved to Luserna from 
outside the town, though from a nearer location: the hamlet of San Giovanni. 
Unlike the Pellizones, the Carretos’ history is much more clearly a story of social 
ascent, built through their relationship with the confraternity and the commune 
oI /userna, Zhere Bertino’s sons effectivel\ aSSlied their acTuired e[Sertise as 
notaries.72 Through Michele and 'omenico’s e[tensive use oI the first Serson, the 
council register reÀects the centralit\ oI this organisation to their identit\ and their 
effort to develoS Iorms oI documentation suited to reSresenting its Sublic Srofile 
– an endeavour inseparable from their publica fides. While the register lacks 
solemn headers and oSening Sages, it is filled Zith the tZo men’s subscriStions 
and signa, especially during Michele’s tenure.73 This did not prevent – indeed, it 
likely facilitated – the establishment of relations with the lords of Luserna, further 
legitimising the Carreto Iamil\’s rise among the toZn’s inÀuential Iamilies� those 
best suited to governing by mediating between the various centres of local power.

3.3. The populares in the council

To emphasise the fact that the council register is not only the mirror of a 
family history, but also a product of a society characterised by a widespread 
desire Ior Solitical SarticiSation, I Zould liNe to maNe one final Soint� From the 
time oI the earliest surviving records oI council meetings in /userna ������, Ze 
can observe that, in addition to councillors in the strict sense, local assemblies – 
including those that were not general assemblies of heads of households – docu-

70. BRTo, Luserna d’Angrogna, 56, 2.
71. ASCLu, 130, 955, 5.
72. It is unknown where the two men received their education, but it is interesting to note 

that in the oldest document in which Michele Carreto appears in Luserna, as a witness to one of 
the deeds oI enIranchisement oI ����, he is reIerred to as a ³notar\ Irom Bagnolo´ �ASTo, Corte, 
Paesi, Pinerolo città e provincia, 9, 7, c. 1r). As of now, notaries’ geographic and social mobility in 
3iedmont has been studied mainl\ in relation to Srincel\ authorities and, to a lesser e[tent, to urban 
centres and bishoSrics� Among the man\ studies, I Zill mention 3aolo Buffo, L’entourage notarile 
dei principi di Savoia-Acaia: statuto professionale e percorsi familiari nel secolo XIV, in Paolo 
Grillo, Stefano Levati (eds.), Legittimazione e credito tra medioevo e ottocento. Notai e ceto nota-
rile tra ruoli pubblici e vita privata, Milano, Franco Angeli, 2017, pp. 57-82 and Antonio Olivieri, 
Il salario dei notai ad o൶cia. Spunti torelliani e ricerche regionali. Il caso di Torino nel Trecento 
e nei primi decenni del Quattrocento, in Isabella Lazzarini, Giuseppe Gardoni (eds.), Notariato e 
medievistica. Per i cento anni di Studi e ricerche di diplomatica comunale di Pietro Torelli, Roma, 
Istituto storico italiano per il medio evo, 2013, pp. 213-230, with many further references. For a 
broader overview, but with an Alpine slant, see Andrea Giorgi et al. (eds.), Il notariato nell’arco 
alpino: produzione e conservazione delle carte notarili tra Medioevo ed età moderna, Milano, 
Giuffrq, �����

��� SubscriStions became less IreTuent in 'omenico’s time, and Zere onl\ used to emShasise 
the value oI certain sSecific acts� sometimes this led to the addition oI signa or simple subscriptions 
by clavari and podestà of the seigneurial curia.
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mented varying participation from other individuals. These participants were 
referred to in one instance as maiores �in ����� and, Irom at least ���� onZards, 
more consistently as populares. These were not members of societates populi, 
as attested from the fourteenth century onwards for the main centres of Savo-
yard Piedmont:�� we meet representatives of both old and new families who had 
settled in the toZn or in San Giovanni, including SeoSle Zho Zere defined as 
nobiles �even those Zith surnames t\Sical oI the clan� or Zho had held o൶ces 
for the commune, or had even been consules. The label popularis simply denoted 
someone Zho, although not a member oI the council in o൶ce, had taNen Sart in 
a council meeting.

From ����, thanNs to the council register, the Shenomenon aSSears in all 
its regularity: not only was there an average of two capita domorum meetings 
per year, out of seven or eight meetings recorded, but the participation of some 
populares in the councils seems to have been the norm. This also stimulated the 
search Ior aSSroSriate Iormal solutions b\ the communal notaries, Zith signifi-
cant develoSments taNing Slace during 'omenico Carreto’s term oI o൶ce� +is 
brother Michele had written the lists of those present at the councils in contin-
uous Iashion along the lines, Zithout seSarating them Irom the bod\ oI the te[t, 
oSting Ior concise Zording on the occasion oI the general councils �Ior e[amSle, 
� Februar\ ����� ©e[ SoSularibus ultra due Sartesª� and �� 1ovember ����� 
©multitudo SoSuli caSitum domorum ultra Tuam due Sartesª�� 'omenico, on the 
other hand, created actual lists divided into one or two columns, segmenting them 
with side brackets and notes to distinguish the mayor, the consules, and the popu-
lares.75 'uring the general councils he dreZ uS e[haustive �or almost e[haustive� 
lists that also shoZ significant SarticiSation rates comSared to the demograShic 
estimates we have discussed (I would say up to 50-60 per cent).

In the light oI all this, it is interesting to note that in ���� an attemSt Zas 
made to tighten up the councils’ functioning. On 27 or 28 February, at a general 
assembly attended by 130 heads of households, a series of new ordinamenta were 
established that were then transcribed into the council register with some care, 
according to a mise-en-page reminiscent of a statutory code. A reform of the 
councils was also planned, based on the idea that many people participated in 
the general councils who «nihil operantur in ipso consilio […] sed tantum modo 
amittunt temSusª, Zhich ©nullum commodum est re\ Subliceª� ConseTuentl\, 
it was decided that from then on the convocation of the general council would 
be reSlaced b\ that oI �� ©intelligentes et utilesª SeoSle, Zho, together Zith 
the ©consilium ordinariumª, Zould have the SoZer to deliberate on matters 
that had previously involved the general council. The 20 adiuncti were elected 

��� See 8mberto 'elmastro, Il Popolo del principe. Il governo popolare del comune di 
Moncalieri, 1338-1363, in ©4uaderni Storiciª, �, ����, SS� ���-����

75. On the importance of lists such as these in the community’s documentary self-representa-
tion, see Massimo 'ella Misericordia, Figure di comunità. Documento notarile, forme della convi-
venza, riÀessione locale sulla vita associata nella montagna lombarda e nella pianura comasca 
(secoli XIV-XVI), Morbegno, Ad Fontes, 2008.
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immediately, with the idea of renewing their appointment year after year, as with 
the ordinary councillors.

The records in the register are silent concerning any opposition. The register 
itself suggests that this development was not entirely peaceful, however. While 
in the minutes oI � Ma\ ���� the list oI those Sresent distinguished sindicus, 
consules, and the SeoSle ©de numero ;;ti iuratiª, there Zas still a vague mention 
oI the Sresence oI ©TuamSlures alie Sersone SoSularesª� On �� June Ze find the 
familiar list consisting of the mayor, the consuls, and the populares. A general 
council was held on 1st August, attended by 29 populares. A few days later, 
the e[istence oI a disSute became clear� on the �th, a meeting oI the heads oI 
households was held – 137 of them crowded into the church of San Giacomo. 
There Zas a heated discussion �©Iacta suSer hoc altercationeª� about Zhether the 
new order was really more useful than the traditional convocation of the capita 
domorum. In the end, the podestà called Ior a vote, Zhich revealed the e[Sress 
dissent of 17 people. To resolve the situation, the podestà himself decided that the 
new ordinamentum would be put to the test for one year from the date of its enact-
ment, and that during this Seriod the �� ©reSugnantesª Zould retain the right to 
participate in council meetings anyway, if they so wished. This must be why the 

Fig� �� The heads oI households in the minutes oI � August ���� �source� ASC/u, ���, ���, ���
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notar\ Carreto, adoSting a highl\ unusual solution, marNed a small O ne[t to their 
names on the list oI those Sresent �fig� ���

On closer inspection, the register shows that the way councils were held 
continued to Àuctuate betZeen ordinar\ councils, general assemblies, councils 
with adiuncti, and ordinary councils with varying numbers of populares.

The case just described seems revealing to me. There is no space here to 
clarify the identities of the reform’s opponents, but their opposition seems to 
reÀect the e[istence oI a grouS oI SeoSle Zho Zere Sarticularl\ interested in 
ensuring the Àe[ibilit\ oI council SarticiSation� AIter all, man\ SeoSle tooN 
advantage oI this Àe[ibilit\� both individuals Zho Zere sometimes registered as 
council members as Zell as larger grouSs, SerhaSs Ior sSecific issues� Some tooN 
advantage of this possibility more consistently than others, of course, but overall 
the mechanism alloZed a range oI secondar\ figures to materialise around a core 
of fairly recurrent names and surnames, who, as had happened with the Carretos, 
could also become more regular attendees and become involved in the manage-
ment of the commune.

�� Concluding remarks

On close e[amination, /userna San Giovanni’s municiSal archive reveals 
significant gaSs� For the SurSoses oI the Sresent enTuir\, it is Zorth noting that 
at least tZo council registers are missing� one Srior �ca� ����� and one subse-
Tuent �ca� ����� to the surviving register Irom ����-����� This, together Zith 
the statutory attestations mentioned in the Introduction, further discourages us 
Irom maNing definitive statements about the lacN oI such records in AlSine 
communities. As recent historiography teaches us, however, even this uncer-
tainty tells us something.

The first reIerences to the centralisation oI municiSal records ©in archa 
comunisª can be Iound in the council minutes oI �� August and � SeStember 
1505. This initiative must have contributed to the initial establishment of the 
communal archive, but it evidentl\ did not achieve definitive results and did 
not entirely prevent the scattering and loss of the documents. After all, we 
know for certain that the clavarii of the seigneurial curia produced documents 
for the community, and that at least part of their salary must have depended on 
the issuing of judicial acta. We also know from many references that notaries 
passed on their protocols from father to son, and that this made them the custo-
dians of an important part of the local memory. If we take into account the long 
documentary symbiosis between the commune and the seigneurial curia, and 
the prominence of notarial lineages such as those of the Carretos and Pellizones 
in local society, the lack of coherent archival series until the second half of the 
si[teenth centur\ does not seem to be a coincidence�

We are approaching a fundamental issue: the link between the discontinuity 
of certain archival-documentary paths and the socio-institutional structure of 
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the Zestern AlSine milieus under e[amination� In these settings, oIten until the 
si[teenth-seventeenth centuries, communal organisations Zere neither e[clusive 
nor predominant in shaping the institutional poles which structured the life and 
choices oI the local SoSulation and its elites �Ior e[amSle, the notarial elites�� The 
/userna archive thereIore reÀects the conseTuences oI a close coe[istence Zith 
a seigneurial authority on the dynamics of the production and conservation of 
documents Ior the commune� In these circumstances, the e[istence oI communal 
organisations Zas onl\ a SrereTuisite, and not a su൶cient condition, Ior both 
the appearance and survival of council registers. Other factors were necessary 
of a cultural, political-institutional, and even social and economic nature, and 
e[Slanations must be sought on a case-b\-case basis, even iI the\ can be linNed 
to broader transformations.

/userna San Giovanni offers Iurther insights in this regard� Council registers 
emerged here in Zhat Zas liNel\ a conte[t oI socio-economic groZth, marNed 
by the intersection of social mobility and the development of communal insti-
tutions, Sarticularl\ Irom the mid-fiIteenth centur\ onZard� The histor\ oI the 
Carreto Iamil\ SerIectl\ e[emSlifies these Srocesses� rising ³Irom the bottom´ 
and Irom outside the toZn ± the San Giovanni area, Zhich Zas clearl\ affected b\ 
growth dynamics – they became involved in the local councils and confraternity 
as a means of ascending the social ladder. Eventually, they even established a 
professional relationship with the commune as its scribes. The register compiled 
b\ Michele and 'omenico is the Sroduct oI a Solitical-documentar\ culture that 
emphasised the community’s unity while highlighting the guiding role of an elite 
closel\ connected to both the SeoSle as Zell as the lords and their o൶cers� It 
reveals a pursuit of public legitimisation, both for the commune itself and for the 
families – both old and new – who invested in it in order to cultivate their own 
identities and interests.

In what cases did the appearance of council registers depend on phenomena 
similar to those seen in Luserna San Giovanni? Can we assume that elsewhere as 
well it was a sign of the renewal of local societies, resulting (with the potential 
involvement oI higher SoZers� in the Tuestioning oI Sre-e[isting institutional 
balances, more or less characterised by the presence of communal and seigneurial 
institutions?

If this were the case, the map shown at the beginning of this paper would 
be a trail leading to neZ Tuestions, first oI all about the discreSancies in the 
chronolog\ oI the aSSearance oI council registers Zithin the area e[amined� The 
early emergence of this phenomenon in Pinerolo may be linked to the political 
rise of new social groups, a pattern common to other urban or semi-urban centres 
where the Savoy-Achaea princes had begun to acknowledge the leading role of 
societates populi.76 It Zould seem, hoZever, that man\ rural conte[ts e[Seri-
enced something similar later, in the ZaNe oI the ³Iourteenth-centur\ crisis´� The 

��� 8mberto 'elmastro’s doctoral research Sromises to Srovide neZ ansZers regarding this 
toSic� See the article cited in note ���
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limited presence of council registers in most of the Alpine areas that were under 
Savoy rule in Piedmont and Valle d’Aosta (but also in France),77 as well as the 
significant concentration oI such documents in the MarTuisate oI Saluzzo and its 
bordering areas, thereIore reÀect hoZ the aIorementioned conte[ts e[Serienced 
late medieval change in different Za\s�

The reasons Ior these differences reSresent a second issue that reTuires 
Iurther reÀection� In some cases, local societies ma\ have maintained a closer 
connection with seigneurial institutions (not always to the satisfaction of all their 
members) or adopted alternative forms of documentary representation instead of 
council registers. In other instances, these societies may have been only margin-
all\ affected b\ the economic d\namism that inÀuenced others in the fiIteenth 
centur\, or else the redistribution oI its benefits ma\ have been highl\ uneTual 
and conservative� Also, oSSortunities be\ond the local conte[t ± Ior notaries, Ior 
e[amSle ± ma\ have ZeaNened the identification oI an elite Zith the commune� 
Additionally, it should not be forgotten that some of the present-day municipali-
ties (and their archives) originated from the aggregation of smaller communities 
during the modern age.

Ascertaining the significance oI the gaSs in our maS Zill thereIore reTuire 
more in-depth investigations.

'avide Morra, 8niversit\ oI Turin, 'eSartment oI +istorical Studies 
davide.morra@unito.it

77. See Carnielli in this issue of the journal.


